
 

 

Newsletter  

MAY 2025       Issue 256  

                 Editor:  stfilica@mail.com  

03 May  Swimming  Pool opens  

07 May  Coffee Morning  

10 May  VE Day Dance & Party   

12 May  Filkins Theatre AGM  

14 May  Parish Council Meting  

18 May  NGS Gardens Open  

26 May  Fish & Chip Van  

26 May  copy deadline for June  

 

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY  

 

APRIL WINNER:  Barry Heath 

 
Congratulations and my thanks for your continued support  

We welcome all newcomers to our villages and say fond farewell to others.  Enjoy the 

sunshine and all the gardens which will be open on Sunday 18th May with teas at  

the village hall.  

 

 

Pauline Care Peacock Farmhouse 01367 860969  

 

 

Summer must be around the corner as the wonderful Filkins swimming pool opens for the season this 

month...perhaps, just perhaps we will enjoy a better one weatherwise than the last two...oops I did 

do it again, mentioned the weather. Even if May 3rd is a tad too cool for you to jump in, do go along to 

the pool to buy your memberships and partake of  bacon or sausage buttie and tea or coffee from 

10.00am 

 

So much ahead of us this month, VE Day 80th Celebration Dance, AGM of Filkins Theatre and NGS 

Gardens Open and a Villages Bowls Fun Day coming in June. 

 

On a personal note I am off to (attempt) to walk the HadrianΔs Wall Path, all 90 or so miles of it, 

over 6 days.  Why? Not really sure, it sounded like a good idea at the time.  I have been training up to 

a point, but we do live in a very flat part of the world.!  If my walking buddy and I survive to tell you 

the tale, we will report in next monthΔs newsletter! 

Ed. 

MAY  
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Rector:        Associate Vicar: 

Reverend Harry MacInnes  01993 845954      Reverend Canon Dennis Stamps  

        01367 860555 

harrymacinnes@yahoo.co.uk    dennistamps@gmail.com 

 
                                                                Churchwardens 

 

Gill Allison  01367 860787            Charlie Payne  01367 860529        
gillian.allison@zen.co.uk                          broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk 

 

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk 

 

May Services for your Diary  

Sunday 11 th  May ï Broughton Poggs  

6pm ï Evensong  

Sunday 25 th  May ï Filkins  

10.30am ï Family Service  

So Lent is gone for another year, and ended with a joyful Easter Sunday service at Filkins ï 
thanks to all those who came, and to the flower team for celebrating the redecoration of the 

Church in joyous style ï and in particular to Diane Blackett for her most beautiful Easter Garden 

yet in the Porch ï do go and take a look. Thank you too to Reverend Canon Dennis and Helen for 
hosting such a thoughtful series of Bible studies at the Vicarage as we approached Easter ï a  

quiet time for reflection and learning that was very much appreciated by all those who came. 

 
Sadly by the time you read this we will have said goodbye to Elizabeth Gidman at her  

funeral service at Filkins on April 25th. Elizabeth was a stalwart of the congregation in the villages 
for nearly 30 years, as well as being churchwarden, PCC member and of course our expert  

resident flower arranger. We will miss her very much; but what a life, and how well lived. 

As the cycle of the village and church seasons turns once again, the first evensong of the year at 
Broughton Poggs church will be on 11th May. Do come along and celebrate another year in a 

building where villagers have been gathering to pray and worship for over 900 years. Thanks to 
the number of snowdrops donated we have also been able to plant a row alongside the path here 

as well as at Filkins, so we look forward to them growing on and building in the years to come.  

Also this month the Filkins service on May 25th will be another less formal Family Service ï  do 

please come and bring family and friends. 

And finally ï an advance notice ï The Oneira Trio will once again be performing for us in Filkins 

church at 7pm on Saturday 2nd August. After two full houses in their last visits it will be a delight 
to have them with us once again for a programme that will include pieces by ólocal boyô Ralph 

Vaughan Williams. More details in coming months, but do make a note in your  

diaries! 
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                   Parish Council Report meeting   
             9 April 2025 

 

 

 

We are currently having discussion with Thames Valley Police concerning cars and motorbikes on the 
A361  

12 new fruit trees have been planted in Hardcastles Field in conjunction with Wild Oxfordshire.  

We will be looking at planting bulbs in Vale Wood and undertaking more tree works to dead trees. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 14 May ð this will be the Annual Parish Meeting at 
7pm followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting. Thames Valley Police will be attending to talk 
about security and we are hoping SCAS will be able to join us to talk through defibrillators. This will 
not be training but will hopefully make residents more confident about using it.  

 

As from June our meetings move to 3rd Tuesday in each month at 7.30pm ð the September meeting 
has been moved to 19 August instead.  

 

If you have any items for discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting please contact the Clerk ð 
clerk@filkins.org.uk  

 

Communication 

 

Thank you to all the residents who have completed the online form. It is still available if you have not 
done so.  

 

We are trying to improve communication to residents and have set up an 
online form to be completed giving us permission to contact you and 
stating how you would like us to do this. There is a link (please copy and 
paste into your browser) and QR code below to complete the form. 
There will also be printed forms in the Village Shop if you want to com-
plete in person. Please leave at the shop and the Clerk will collect 

https://forms.office.com/r/9S4X1FfiwN 
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Doctor & Hospital Runs  
 

 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges 

on 07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.   

If Theo is for any reason unavailable, then please call either  

Freda Shrouder on 07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 

or 01367 860529 

 

 

Sunday 18 MAY  2pm ï 6pm  

 

Again we move though the seasons and this year you will be able to visit late Spring / early  
Summer designs as 12 gardens in the villages will be opening on Sunday 18 May between 2pm 

and 6pm 

 

Come and see the amazing variety of gardens and allotments we have and to talk to our  
extremely talented and knowledgeable gardeners. Itôs always a great day out so why not ask 

some friends over too? 

 

Did you know that your entry fees helped the NGS to raise over Ã3 million last year for the most 
worthwhile charities, including Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie Nurses and Parkinsonôs 
UK?  So if any of your family or friends were helped by these charities then do come along to 

make sure they can continue their good work. 

 
Tickets Ã10 on the day covering all gardens opening 

 
Teas in the Village Hall in aid of the village churches 

 
The village shop will be open for ice creams and treats 

 
Thanks to all volunteers for making this happen every year ï  

gardeners, allotmenteers, car park attendants, cake bakers, tea helpers, village shop volunteers 
etc etc. You know who you all are! 

Avril Payne 
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We started our visits early this year with two outings in April. The 

first on the 2 nd  April felt like a summerõs day and we could take 

our time to really enjoy the valley setting of Owlpen Manor 

near Uley.  

Kindly organised by Theo Hodges, some 20 plus members were 

treated to a history of the medieval manor and gardens by 

the present owner Hugo Mander.   

 

Two weeks later Gill Allison organised a trip to Whichford Pottery for us.  Many of their pots 

were overflowing with tulips ð beautiful to see. There was an opportunity to visit the work-

shops and on site is a bistro serving fresh salads and other delicious meals  

 

Tips for May gardening;  

- Watch out for late frosts and protect tender plants  

- Earth up potatoes and quickly plant any remaining  

- Plant out summer bedding at the end of the month  

- Water early and late if needed  

- Hoe off weeds amongst vegetables  

- Ventilate greenhouses on warm days  

- Consider trying a ôNo mow Mayõ for diversity in your garden 

- Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of spring flowering bulbs  
 

Such a busy month in the garden!  Hopefully your efforts will give you much pleasure.  

All our activities and events give us the chance to get to know each other better and to 

share gardening knowledge, we have more than 60 members and welcome all adults in 

our two villages  

 

More information can be found on the Filkins website or please  

contact our membership co -ordinator Julie Tridgell (julietridgell@outlook.com).  

 

Heather  (hatkins@bluewin.ch)  
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VILLAGE LITTERPICKñ5th APRIL 

Many thanks to all who turned out for the litter pick on 
5th April. We had 25+ people who did a great job as  
usual, collecting around 35 sacks and various ñextrasò. I 
even collected a complete fridge motor and cooling unit 
from the north end by the bypass on my way around  
collecting bags that must have been dumped that  
afternoon between 12.30 and 4pm ï while we were doing 
the litterpick! 
Many thanks to Lorraine and her baking team who came 
up with a huge number of cakes for the well  
deserved teas. Finally, thanks to Charlie Payne, Dave 
Heslam and Alan Law for dropping people off around                
the area and collecting some stinky bags in their cars. 
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FILKINS BOWLS CLUB 

On Saturday 12th April we had our ômaintenance dayõ at the club,  

windows washed, benches mended and stained, machinery overhauled 

and planters made ready for some bedding.  A great effort from those that 

turned out with tea, coffee and home made cakes provided.  We started ôroll upsõ on 

Monday 14th and these will continue throughout the season. We welcomed two first  

timers (who were brilliant) and we hope they will join in due course.  

If you would like to 

have a go, please 

come on Mondays 

at 6pm  

or contact our Secretary,  

Annika Hansen on 07775 093484  

 

                              

     SWINFORD MUSEUM 

    New exhibitions open May 3rd  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳō Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ hǿƭǇŜƴ aŀƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǿƛƴŦƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aǊ DƛƳǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ  ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ 
ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǧŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aƻǊǊƛǎΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ aŀȅ ƛƴ YŜƭƳǎŎƻǧΦ  aǊ DƛƳǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜŘ ǇǳǇƛƭ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ǿƘƻƳ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ǿƛƴŦƻǊŘΣ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ ƻŦ 
DŜƻǊƎŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΗ    5ƛŀƴŜ .ƭŀŎƪŜǧ 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ ул ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ±9 5ŀȅ мфпр ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎΦ !ƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ  
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ Cƛƭƪƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǘŜŀ ƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ  
ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ¢I¦w{5!¸ уǘƘ a!¸ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ н-п ǇƳΦ ¢Ŝƭ лмост-услрлп ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ  


