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By the time you read this the combines will be in full swing gathering in the 

grain.  If ever there was a need for a good UK harvest this year is it.  We hear 

that Russia has agreed to lift the block on Black Sea ports where millions of 

tons of grain have been waiting for export.  There can be no one unaffected 

by the plight of the Ukrainian people and if the agreement doesn’t hold 

there will be few worldwide unaffected by the failure.   The UK only imports 

around 15%  of it’s wheat requirement and none from the Ukraine or Russia 

but the global effect of the rising grain prices will certainly affect us and it is 

not just for our ‘daily bread’. 

The last two years domestic harvest have not been brilliant, so  hopefully this 

one will be good.   We have never needed our farmers more  -  whenever 

our government sorts itself out let’s hope they attend to the need for real 

and workable agricultural policies and please be patient if you are stuck  

behind a grain trailer! 

 

Keeping the harvest theme more local, the Filkins & Broughton Poggs  

Produce Show takes place on Saturday 20th of this month, do pick up your 

schedule and have a go, there really is a class for everyone!                Ed. 

 

 

 

13 August Filkins Theatre ‘August Raucous’         

20 August Produce Show 

24 August copy deadline for September 

29 August Fish and chip van 

 

 

                  Editor:  stfilica@mail.com 

       Village Hall Lottery  

August winner:   Tony & Tracy Colledge 

Congratulations & thank you for  your wonderful support….have a great  

summer. 

Pauline Care  01367 860696 
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August Services for your Diary 

Sunday 14th August – Broughton Poggs 

6pm Evensong 

Sunday 28th August – Filkins 

10.30am – Holy Communion 

 

A very busy and happy month – first we (finally!) celebrated the wedding of Jarrod and 

Sophie who we had got to know well over the various lockdowns as their ‘big day’  
happened at the third time of asking. Then we welcomed Otto Pritchard into the Church 

at a beautiful baptism the next day. It was a pleasure to meet Alasdair and Camilla’s  
families, and to admire Otto’s christening gown that his father had worn at his own  

baptism. Thank you for sharing your special day with us. Then we were also delighted to 
welcome back Adam and Luana to Evensong at Broughton Poggs following their  

marriage at Filkins last year – they have become good friends and it was lovely to catch 

up on all their news. 

The weather has been overpowering, and the churchyard grass looks a uniform shade of 
brown. If temperatures get back to those levels PLEASE do feel free to come and take a 

respite in the churches at any time – they are sanctuaries of coolness on a hot day and 
are open all day, every day so if you need to get out of the heat – please just come in 

and rest for a while. 

Finally a huge thank you to the resurrected teams of flower arrangers and churchyard 
mowers at Broughton Poggs, alongside the regular helpers at Filkins. Your efforts in 

looking after both of our beautiful and special churches are appreciated by both villagers 
and visitors – thank you!      

Harvest Breakfast – Sunday September 25th 

This year’s Harvest Festival service will be on Sunday September 25
th
 at 10am – more 

news nearer the date but we will again be holding a village Harvest Breakfast before the 
service and all harvest donations of food will again support the Witney and West  

Oxfordshire Food Bank. 
Rector                              Associate Vicar 

Reverend Harry MacInnes  01993 845954    Reverend Margot Hodson  01367 860555 

                harrymacinnes@yahoo.co.uk                             margothodson@svbb.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 

Gill Allison  01367 860787           Charlie Payne  01367 860529 
           gillian.allison@zen.co.uk                broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk 

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk 
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SWINFORD MUSEUM 
 
 
We have had a quiet month due mainly to the heat as people did not venture out to visit 
us but went to the pool instead.  
However, we are open on Sunday 7th and Sunday 21st so do come and visit   
2.00 to 5.00 pm. 
I am pleased to report that the new Trustees are filling their roles brilliantly and are 
working to move the museum forward.  
  
The following newspaper report of June 1876 may be of interest:- 
 

A fire occurred a few days ago in the village of Filkins, in Oxfordshire, which entirely 
consumed the Hall. The building, which, with a wing added some years ago, consisted of 
a square block of 25 rooms and basement storey, was originally the residence of the Col-

ston family. It had no  
architectural pretensions, except a fine entrance hall and a very handsome staircase of 

polished mahogany. 
 

                   
After the fire 1876    After rebuilding 1914 

 
The Hall was not rebuilt until 1914. This is a photograph of the workmen who were  
involved with the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Have a good month and please don’t forget come and see us. Thanks. Diane 



 

 
  Issue 224 August 2022             Filkins & Broughton Poggs 

4 

 

 

 

 

                Such a hectic few weeks our FBPGC has enjoyed!  I need two pages! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We rounded off June with a trip to Kiftsgate Court Gardens in Mickleton near Chipping  
Campden.   The gardens, a mix of steep wooded inclines, rocky paths and tranquil rose 
gardens and herbaceous borders – it had it all!  The roses were glorious including the 
“Kiftsgate” Rose – a vigorous white rambler.  We even came upon a hairy hydrangea!  
(I must get one of those if I can find room...) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 7

th
 July we visited Merton College (established in 1264 and the College Gardens  

border Christchurch fields) and were shown around by the Head Gardener, Lucille  
Savin.  The Gardens are like a series of rooms with the traditional Quads where obvious 
care and attention is given to the grass and its maintenance. One -Mob Quad, is claimed 
to be the oldest in Oxford. These lovely gardens within the Old Walled City of Oxford are 
like a haven of peace in our modern world, comprised not only of long mixed borders, but 
Herma Statues and Sundials along with extensive lawns, walks and pathways.  We 
 even saw the tree against which Tolkien rested, smoking his pipe.   Lucille’s talk was so 
informative. Through her care and vision this old established garden balances the needs 
for conservation with the needs to keep young and old interested in it.  
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The next day, we headed to Ampney Crucis to the private 
gardens of Mel Tanner.  The gardens have been created 
and matured in Mel’s care for over 30 years and what a joy 
they are – so inspirational and in glorious sunshine too, with 
cake and tea provided.  It was such a privilege to visit.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For yet more inspiration (we are  
insatiable!), we headed to West Woodhay 
near Newbury.  As you can see from the 
happy members in the picture – it was 
another success.   
 
 
 
 
 
Do we have more planned?  Yes, we do!  We have a working party and visit to  
Eastleach, a trip to Aston Pottery, and a talk on Being Better Gardeners,  plus more in 
September. 
 
 
If you have energy after all that for a tip of the month or two.... Your dahlias and  
Chrysanthemums  should be growing well now, so it’s time to stake if you haven’t already. 
Dahlias are best supported in a prism and chrysanths should be tied to a single cane.  
This will protect them from the wind and rain when they are at their height.   
Pinch out tips of annuals to encourage them to bush out.   
Keep your tomatoes watered and keep pinching out the side (and top) shoots.  

 

Did someone say rain...?? 

All adults living in Filkins and Broughton Poggs are welcome to join the Gardening Club. 
Information can be found on the Filkins website or please contact our membership co-
ordinator Julie Tridgell (julietridgell@outlook.com)  

 

Rosie  j.tarr113@btinternet.com 

 



 

 
  Issue 224 August 2022             Filkins & Broughton Poggs 

6 

 

                 St Filica 

                 Summer Ball      
                       

Saturday 2nd July saw the long awaited 

St Filica Summer Ball.  After being  

delayed by a year  by you know what it 

was time to have a Party. 

The marquee and gazebos went up on 

the Wednesday beforehand.  As the 

theme was Glitterball, it was only fitting 

that a glitterball was installed, but St  

Filica don’t do anything by half -  so we 

had four!  The marquee was decorated, 

along with the entrance hall, tables were 

decorated and places laid. 

 

Thankfully, after a pretty miserable day, 

the skies cleared 

and the sun shone 

down just in time for 

the welcome drinks 

outside the  

marquee.  Almost 

everyone  bought 

into the theme 

“Glitterball” with lots 

of sparkly dresses, 

hats, jackets, ties  

and trousers. It was 

a feast for the eyes!  

The entertainment 

for the night kicked off with some  

delightful music from Janet the Sax  who 

played throughout the welcome drinks 

until we went inside to be seated.   
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After the welcome speeches, Charlie 

Payne played a pre-dinner game with a 

difference, all centred around cockney 

rhyming slang.  The winner of which won 

a magnum of champagne.  After this, 

mini glitterballs were available for  

purchase, some of which contained 

winning tickets for a huge array of  

Prizes, all donated by local businesses 

and people in the village. 

The bar was well stocked with some 

lovely wines supplied by Private Wine 

Cellar and manned by Bradley and 

Freddie whom some of you may know 

from The Five Alls.  Dinner  was served by      

Sadlers and was fabulous as always, 

with delectable cheese boards to finish 

and of course bottles of port were  

available at the bar to compliment 

them. 

 

Blackbird Entertainment did us  proud 

with some further music from Janet the 

Sax and Adam DJ’d with a great  

selection of music that got everyone up 

onto the dance floor.  We also had a 

casino after dinner where guests could 

gamble away their St Filica dollars on 

the roulette wheel or play the dealer at 

Blackjack.  Prizes were awarded for 

those with the most chips at the end.  

 

The night finished at 01:00, the floor was 

awash with sequins, lots of empty  

glasses on the tables and a few rogue 

helium balloons at the top of the  

marquee.  Tidying up of course could 

wait until the following day.  To every-

one that came, we hope you had a 

great night and to those that didn’t, 

hopefully we’ll see you in 2024. 

 

Thank you to the St Filica committee 

and their band of merry volunteers for 

all the work that went on behind the 

scenes to make the night a great  

success.   

 

Thanks are also due to Glyn Woodin, 

Jane Martin, Freda Shrouder, Andy 

Hoad, Private Cellar, Saddlers, Blackbird 

Entertainment, Swingfellas Casino and 

The Five Alls for helping us make sure it 

all went right on the night.  
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Summary of Parish Council Meeting 13th July 2022 
• Planning Applications under consideration: 

21/03318/HHD      St Peters House – awaiting decision 

22/00821/FUL       The Old Bull – awaiting decision 

  • Taylors Close- new lease is being drawn up. When complete new fence will 
be erected and ground levelled. 

• Notice board in Bus Shelter has started to be refurbished 

• Telephone Box has been sealed. Please do not open. 

• Oxford Transport – 6,000 signatures received against LTN zone in Oxford, 
but Cabinet voted to go ahead. Congestion charge will be in force soon 
from train Station to St Giles. Public consultation will be carried out during 
the summer, but the Cabinet will make the final decision on permanent 
changes.  

• Park & Rides – fares are to be lowered for 6 months and a new 16hr park-
ing ticket will be available.  

            After a brief absence due to health issues we welcomed Nick Leverton our 
   County Councillor back to the meeting and he gave us his usual insightful 
   update on what is happening at County level -800 more new homes will be 
   built in Carterton north of Kilkenny Lane towards Minster Lovell – there 
   will also be a  trading estate. They are discussing a new road from the    
   Windmill Roundabout to Carterton or Minster Lovell 

• Parish Council plan to hold an open meeting in the autumn so residents 
can come and ask questions and find out what we are doing. 

• We are about to launch the Platinum Garden project which will be the area 
behind the village centre. Our plan is to clear the site and the garden club 
have offered some help with design and planting suggestions. Watch this 
space as we will need a working party to clear the site.  

• Phase 1 of the playground project has been completed – we are awaiting a 
RoSPA inspection this week before we can open it to the public. Many 
thanks to Matt, Kev and Andy for their many hours of labour!  

For the full minutes please refer to the village website: Filkins.org.uk/parish 
council/minutes. If you have any questions please contact the Clerk. fil-
kinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk  

The next Parish Council meeting is 14th September 
2022 
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            Filkins Bowls Club 

 
 

At our Monday roll up on July 25th we celebrated the 45th Wedding Anniversary 

of our  Club Captain Robert Robbins and his wife Pauline, with a cake and 

prosecco.   

Robert, born and bred in Filkins has been bowling since he was 14 and has been 

our Captain for 34 years...that’s some record too. He is always unfailingly polite, 

helpful, encouraging and has the memory of an elephant, recalling  who  

played who, what and when in seasons past. 

Pauline was presented with a beautiful bouquet of purple blue and white flowers 

with a helium balloon, their health was toasted and a convivial time was had by 

all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Boys!! 

During the hottest of weeks ‘team amazing ‘ aka Kevin 

Robbins, Andy Hoad and Matt Simpson battled to 

erect more of the new playground equipment.  Steels 

had been supplied incorrectly drilled(!), a mini digger 

was necessary to dig out footings, excavating a  

mammoth lump of concrete (possibly the remains of 

the ancient banana slide) and it was a tough task.  

These guys worked their socks 

off for hours, in their own time 

and all voluntarily:  we owe them huge thanks and I trust 

when the  installation passes it’s RoSPA inspection and the 

playground is opened, the parents and children of the  

village will  realise the remarkable effort they made, 
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National Gardens Scheme 

Advance warning!  Gardens in Broughton Poggs & Filkins will be 

open on Sunday 11th September from 2 - 6 pm 

Further details in next month’s Newsletter. 

Doctor & Hospital Runs 

 

 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges 

on 07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.   

If Theo is for any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda 

Shrouder on 07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne 
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And for pud… the Giant Ice Cream Sandwich!!!   

Serves 10 (serve straight from freezer) 

 
 
 
For the cookies: 
 
100g unsalted butter, chopped, plus extra for  
greasing tins 
75g light brown soft sugar 
60g granulated sugar 
1 medium egg 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
200g plain flour 
½ tsp bicarb of soda 
100g dark or milk chocolate coarsely grated 

 
To fill and decorate 
 
1 ltr vanilla ice cream 
*100g milk or dark chocolate coarsely grated (optional) 

 

For the cookies melt the butter in a large pan. Set aside to cool for 5 mins.  Using a 
wooden spoon, mix in both sugars, followed by the egg, vanilla and ¼ tsp salt.  Add the 
flour, bicarb, and mix.  Stir in the chocolate. Set aside for 10mins to relax. 

Preheat the oven to 180 degrees C (160 fan and mark 4 gas).  Lightly grease base and 
sides of an 8inch (or two if you have them) round springform tin. Divide the cookie mix-
ture into half.  Press one half into the base of the greased tin (repeat with other if you 
have or do this after you have cooked the first one).  Bake for 15mins until lightly brown, 
allow to cool for 10 mins in tin then carefully remove from tin and leave to cool on a wire 
rack. Repeat with the second half.  If cooking them both at the same time, after about 10 
minutes swap them over in the oven and cook for an additional few minutes. 

Once both cookies are cool, let the ice cream soften at room temperature for 5 minutes.  
Line sides of one clean baking tin with greaseproof paper, place one cookie back in the 
baking tin (top down) and cover with the ice cream, pace second cookie on top and push 
down slightly.    Cover and re-freeze.   

When required, take out of tin and (* roll edges in grated chocolate) and cut into slices.  
Wrap any not needed (!!) back in clingfilm and return to freezer for next time. 

Suggest eating within 2 months of making.. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 5 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –5 

Wednesday  3 –5 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –5 

Friday 10 –11 3 –5 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –5 

Sunday 11 –12  

 01367 860 239 

 

 Please note our extra hour opening in the afternoons 

( also Sunday afternoon 3pm to 5pm—but this is weather/pool   
volunteers dependant ) 

 

The village shop is well stocked with all your summer needs for 

hot days...ice creams, lollies, cold drinks, beers, wines and  

everything for your bar b que. 

 

The fresh homemade  brownies and millionaires shortbreads are 

available on Mondays…...they do sell out quickly! 

 

 

Thank you to those who support our village and shop and those 

that don’t...please do!  

 

 

Drop in and see our selection or browse the  

updated St Filica website which will give full  

details about the shop. 

 

https://filkins.org.uk/filkins-communty-shop 

 


