
 

 

Newsletter  

       May  2022     Issue 221 

Contact the Editor: Jane Martin  

stfilica@mail.com 

 

What a bonus to have beautiful weather over the Easter Holiday, I hope you 

all enjoyed whatever you did to celebrate and indulged in some chocolate.  

I think our gardens were a better choice than trying to get to the continent 

or seaside but dare I say it - the gardens could do with some of the wet stuff 

now....watering in April  was a chore! 

 

Lots going on; the Community Lunch on the 26th was well attended, deli-

cious as always and joyful, must be the spring weather or perhaps waving 

(hopefully) goodbye to Covid.  The Annual Parish Meeting is your chance to 

ask questions of your councillors, at the Pop Up Charity sale you might find a 

designer bargain and help the funds of our Churches and Museum, and get 

your inner artist thinking how to decorate your house for the Jubilee, lots to 

look forward to...onward and upward everyone!  Ed. 

          Contact:  stfilica@mail.com 

   

01 May   Museum Open 

07 May Pool opens 

07 May FT Murder Mystery—V Hall 

08 May 5 Alls Quiz Night 

11May Annual Parish Meeting  7pm  VH 

21 May Pop up Charity Sale 

25 May Copy deadline for June issue 

       Village Hall Lottery  

   Congratulations to this month’s winner 

          May winner:      Andy Cole 

 

            SAVE THE DATE AND GET SOWING, CRAFTING, GET YOUR                      

 CAMERAS OUT …….. 

         Saturday 20th AUGUST 2022 
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 Services for your Diary 

Sunday 8th May – Broughton Poggs 

6pm Evensong 

Sunday 22nd May – Filkins 

10.30am – Baptism & Holy Communion 

Thank you to all those who supported the ‘Give up and Give’ in aid of the Witney and 

West Oxfordshire Foodbank throughout Lent – the last box from the Church is on its 

way to them this week, but the ongoing collection throughout the year continues as 

normal at the Village Shop. All help is very much appreciated – particularly now as the 

rise in costs of living is really beginning to bite. 

Easter was a spectacularly sunny day and Filkins church was full and looked magnifi-

cent for the visit of Archdeacon Judy French – thank you to the Filkins flower  

arrangers for again surpassing themselves, and to Diane Blackett for  

making the Easter Garden. 

Thanks to all who have agreed to help out with restarting the flower and mowing rota 

and Broughton Poggs church – we could always use another mower or two so if you 

can spare an hour or two during the summer to help look after our  

special hidden gem then please let Charlie or Gill know – it will be very much  

appreciated!           

Rector                    Associate Vicar 

Reverend Harry MacInnes     Reverend Margot Hodson 

01993 845954      01367 860555    

harrymacinnes@yahoo.co.uk         margothodson@svbb.org.uk 

Churchwardens 

Gill Allison            Charlie Payne 

01367 860787             01367 860529 

gillian.allison@zen.co.uk  broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk 

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk 
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SWINFORD MUSEUM 

First Opening 

SUNDAY 1st MAY 2022 

2.00PM 

 

We are gearing up for the 1st of May when we open the museum door (only one 

room this year) to the new exhibition.  During 70 years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign 

Filkins and Broughton Poggs have celebrated and experienced many milestones.  

New buildings, Jubilee celebrations, village folk coming ang going, Theatre Club 

productions etc.  We will be displaying information and artefacts of some of these 

events, so do please come and visit. 

The opening times are the first and third Sundays of the month, 2.00-5.00pm, but 

we will open at other times by appointment.  If you are a member of a group we 

can provide a visit to the museum, a short history tour of the village followed by a 

cream tea.  We like to tailor the visit to the group so do please contact me,  

Diane Blackett, on 869504 for further information. Thank you. 
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Spring is finally upon us with the weather at 
Easter being a treat. 
  
The Gardening club in 2021 continued its sup-
port of the planting of bulbs in the village and 
we have had many positive and complimentary 
comments about the results which hopefully 
some of the photos in this edition do justice 
too.  In  particular the display around the Village 
signs for Filkins and Broughton Poggs were par-
ticularly spectacular.  Planting of approximately 
1000 bulbs was undertaken by volunteers of the 
Gardening Club and in addition to the signs we 
concentrated on the verge in front of the Ceme-
tery.  There are of course other areas of the Vil-
lage where we would like to see displays so if 
anyone has any suggestions please contact 
us.  Our thanks go particularly to Allison and 
Brian Swales and Pauline Care who organised 
the planting and of course the volunteers who 
assisted in planting  the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Club continues to work with the Playground 
Organisers Ashley Madden and team with ad-
vice upon planting and helping with the acquisi-
tion of hedging and plants 
  
For those who don’t know the Gardening Club 
also maintains some of the ‘Village Garden’ - 
the pots outside the Village Hall, the border 
outside the shop, the border in front of the 
Bowls Club green.  If anyone is interested in 
helping maintain these spaces could they please 
contact me. 
  
In the month of May the Gardening Club is vis-
iting Prince Charles’ garden at Highgrove – 
thank you to Alan Ashforth Smith for arranging 
this. 
  
Tips for May 
  
The weather has been so variable this month so 
be watchful of when to plant things out.  April/
May can be blissfully warm in the day but still           
very cold at night. As we spring into May the 
garden will happily allow plants to flour-
ish.  French Beans, courgette and squash can be 
sown but best after the last frost. 
Tomato and cucumber should be planted up to 
the first leaves for a sturdy plant.  Cucumbers 
dampen off and like to be planted shallow. 
Not forgetting the flowers these can be grown 
amongst the veggie crops and attract pollina-
tors and provide forage for insects to keep 
pests at bay. Borage is a haven for bees, French 
Marigold deters white fly and Nasturtiums 
attract black fly away from the other plants. 
  

The gardening Club is continuing to receive en-
quiries from new members, so if you are inter-
ested in joining please contact anyone in the 
club – our membership coordinator is Julie 
Tridgell    julietridgell@outlook.com 

Happy Gardening All.      Lorraine Chitty 

Lorraine.chitty@btinternet.com 

mailto:julietridgell@outlook.com
mailto:Lorraine.chitty@btinternet.com
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SNotes of Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2022 

Lots of admin at this meeting. Accepting minutes from other sub groups such as  

finance, the playground committee and electing PC members to sub commit-

tees. Cllr Walsh is now liaising with the shop committee while Cllr Howe joins Cllr 

Robbins and Cllr Jones on planning in addition to representing the Council on the 

Swimming Pool Committee. Talking about planning The Paddocks and 3 Bulls 

Close have been approved while St Peters House and Corner Cottage in Brough-

ton Poggs are awaiting decisions.  

 

In our continuing works to tidy up the cemetery, we have just had permission to 

remove the two small conifers at the end of the path which are lifting the stones. 

We are still working on cutting back the overhanging trees which are the respon-

sibility of the Goodenoughs. Continuing on trees, the pruning of the pear trees 

outside Bulls Close should have taken place by the time you read this.  

 

The CLP started off well before being disrupted, like everything else, by lock-

down. We are hoping to  have a spurt now things are calming down and to that 

end, have invited its Chair to the Annual Parish Meeting in May.  

 

The PC has received a draft heads of terms from the Ernest Cook Trust for Taylors 

Close. Quotes are being sought for the fence. Meanwhile Cllr Jones plans to strip 

down the noticeboard in the bus shelter, re-cover it and  lacquer the frame. 

Please do not use staples when putting up notices. The phone box refurb inches 

closer with plans to strip out the inside, remove the door and the glass and sand-

blast it before painting. This should happen in mid-May. Good news on the street 

lighting front – by replacing the lights over the past two or three years with more 

energy efficient types, our annual contract has actually dropped from £258 to 

£189 (don’t all faint at once).  

 

Lee Bennett continues to wage a brave battle on the transport front. He has 

been in contact with lots of local PCs and organised local media coverage but is 

struggling to make progress in light of government funding cuts for local transport 

and the allocation of funds to levelling up areas.  The no. 64 bus actually lost 

£60,000 in its last year of use while West Oxfordshire is category 3 in terms of level-

ling up so as one of the least needy areas, well you can see where this is head-

ing. As for the 20mph speed limit if we apply, OCC  would pay the cost of erect-

ing the signs for a limit which is legally unenforceable.  

 

As usual, I leave the accounts side of the meeting for the minutes in case I miss 

off a zero or reveal why I failed  O-level maths. Suffice it to say, money has been 

carefully husbanded and funds welcomed from various local trusts such as the 

Hayes Palmer while continuing to improve the village centre. To ensure that the 

PC manages its accounts correctly, our internal auditors have been re-

appointed in the form of Gill Pagett for the Parish Council and Mary Bohm for the 

Village Centre.  
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FILKINS & BROUGHTON POGGS RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY 

 

The rising cost of food, power and fuel  will affect everyone in our vil-

lages and no doubt some more than others.  Filkins & Broughton 

Poggs Relief in Need Charity (FRIN) is a small charity set up many 

years ago specifically to help those in our villages in financial distress. 

It doesn't have large funds at its disposal - but it is there to help in 

times of need. 

 

If you or anyone you know is experiencing real difficulties, 

any of the trustees can be approached in STRICTEST CONFI-

DENCE: 
 

Lucille Jones, Diane Blackett, Tony Woodford, Ena Constable, Jane 

Martin, Margaret Hambidge, Charlie Payne, Reverend Harry Mac-

Innes 

 

If you think FRIN can help  please don’t hesitate to contact  

us. 

 
Tony Woodford, Secretary, 01367 860319 

Chair Kym Ford had an interesting meeting at the Town and Parish Council Forum 

– yes really.  I was certainly surprised to hear that ALL West Oxfordshire District 

Council services are now outsourced to Publica, shared with three other councils, 

none of which are based  in Oxfordshire. She was told that Planning now has two 

new officers on top of their normal complement and the aim is now to bring the 

validation process down to one week with another  week to make contact and 

come to a decision.  

If anyone has bin problems in the future, the person to chase is John Derring.  

Apparently, all refuse lorries now have tracking devices so they can optimise their 

routes and cameras in their cabs. A little aside  - 20% of the budget is spent on re-

placing bins which have been mis-handled. And did you know that only 448 af-

fordable houses have been built in all those new developments around West Ox-

fordshire?  

Do make a note to come to the Annual Parish Meeting  on 11th May at 7.30 in the 

village hall followed by the usual Annual Parish Council meeting. This is an oppor-

tunity to raise an issue with the Parish Council.      Noelle Walsh 
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    VILLAGE LITTER PICK SATURDAY 9TH APRIL 

A happy band of litter pickers ably and efficiently organised by Roger 

Chitty, cleared our villages and surrounds of much debris and  

detritus .  Blessed with a warm sunny day it was actually not an un-

pleasant task although unbelievable that people are so careless of 

our glorious countryside.  Lager cans and  fast food packaging 

abounded but Alan Ashforth-Smith was very proud of his star finds a 

wooden woodpecker and Toyota car badge!  Woodpecker now re-

sides in a tree at Barn 

Corner!        Refresh-

ments provided by Lor-

raine were enjoyed in 

the village hall after-

wards and equally 

quick work was made 

of the delicious cakes.   

Roger sends his thanks 

to all involved. 
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                  NEWS FROM THE FIVE ALLS                  

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exciting time at the pub! We have a new chef and kitchen crew 

and we are currently reviewing the menu, so watch this space.   Our 

monthly Quiz, usually the first Sunday of every month will be held on 

Sunday 8th May this time owing to the Bank Holiday.  Light bites avail-

able, good fun quiz, 6.00 for a 6.30pm  start. ..….do join us 

FILKINS & BROUGHTON POGGS          

               SWIMMING CLUB 

 

All being well our pool will  open for 

the season on Saturday 7th May 

 

Membership forms can be downloaded from the Village 

website  www.filkins.org.uk/sport-leisure/swimming-pool or 

they are available from the Village Shop and Cotswold  

Woollen Weavers 
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Village Jubilee Celebrations – Update 

                 June 2nd-5th 2022 

 

 

All please decorate your houses as we did for VE day, as a village celebration.  

Bunting, Union Jacks and anything else with a Jubilee theme! 

St Peter’s churches Filkins & Broughton Poggs will be decorated with flower  

displays. 

Thursday 2nd June from 8.30pm 

Beacon lighting on kick about field at 9.45pm       Prosecco supplied by our Vil-

lage Shop. 

Friday 3rd June 

“Back to 1952” – swing band and fish and chips in Filkins Village Hall from 7.30pm 

til late followed by all years disco. Dress up in 1950’s clothes (if you want) and 

dance the evening away. Tickets £5 per person or £15 for a family of up to 4 – this 

will cover your fish and chips. Tickets will be available from the Village Shop and 

Cotswold Woollen Weavers.  

Please buy your tickets in advance as we have to give numbers to the fish and 

chip van. 

Saturday 4th June 

Party at The 5 Alls – BBQ and live music. 

Sunday 5th June 

Historic Village Trail using QR code – through the village ending at the Swinford 

Museum. 

The Big Jubilee Tea on the kick about field – from 3pm plus theatrical shenani-

gans. 

Pay Bar on field. Prosecco, strawberries & ice creams will be available from the 

Village Shop. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the tea and celebrating together.  

Don’t forget to let Mary and Sue know what food you would be happy to provide.  

Mary – mary.bohm@btinternet.com 07899 981538 Sue – sue.yardley@gmail.com 07733 344750 

Opening of Phase 1 of the playground refurbishment. Fun activities for the chil-

dren including crown making and hand printing. 

mailto:mary.bohm@btinternet.com
mailto:sue.yardley@gmail.com
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Platinum Jubilee commemorative mugs  

As a lasting memento of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, we will be 

gifting anyone under 16 who lives in Filkins or Broughton Poggs  a commemora-

tive mug listing some village highlights from the seven decades of her reign. To 

ensure your child/children receives one, please email their name, age and ad-

dress to stfilica@hotmail.com.  

 

Additional mugs will be available to purchase from the Woollen Weavers and the 

Village shop @ £7.50 each. If you would like to reserve any then again, please 

drop us an email. 

 

 

 

   Doctor & Hospital Runs 

 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.   

If Theo is for any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda 

Shrouder on 07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 

07810 158558 0r 01367 860529 
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                             Saturday 2nd July      

                    from 7.00pm 

     

Dinner and Dancing the                   

                                                  night away  to Silverbird             

                                                  Entertainment 

 

                                                      Casino and Raffle 

                     

                         A limited number of tickets are still available.   

Please email michellewoodworth@sky.com asap to reserve yours.   

    Tickets £75 per head.      Dress Sparkly!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the major fund raising event for St Filica with any surplus we make ena-

bling us to provide the newsletter, calendar, website and is distributed to vil-

lage organisations via the members vote at the AGM 

Having had to cancel most of our events over the last 2 years, we are hoping 

the Glitter Ball will be especially successful and we can go on to help more 

of our local clubs and societies that have also suffered for funding through 

this period.  

The cost of the ball tickets, purely covers the cost of putting on the event. 

Any profit we make is from bar sales, the casino and the raffle. If you are 

able to donate a prize for the raffle then this would be very gratefully re-

ceived.   

 

Please contact one of the committee members or drop an email to  

stfilica@hotmail.com. Thank you.  
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               Filkins Bowls Club        

After a pre season clean up of the club house,  we hit the green in April 
with our first ‘roll up’ (ie practise) the Tuesday after Easter on a very cold 

evening, but it was great to see old friends again and welcome some new 
comers.  Mick and colleagues have worked hard on the green and it was 
a pleasure to be back out. 

Our first away game is May 4th, and the first home match is on 14th May.  
Do come along and watch and if you would like to join us or ‘have a go’ 
then come any Monday evening from 5.30pm, no experience needed, just 
wear flat shoes and we can supply bowls and helpful tuition. 

If you would like more information about the Bowls Club, please contact 
the club secretary Annika Hansen 07775 093484 or by email:  

filkinsbowlsclub@gmail.com 

With the better weather perhaps an extra bench would be useful. 

I can offer two - no charge but would need to be collected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Woodford.    01367 860319 
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Coffee & Walnut Cake 

Well ,  *** Star Baker ***  was unanimously awarded to Lorraine Chitty at the ‘After Village 
Litter Pick Tea’  for her excellent spread but in particular the amazing Coffee & Walnut 
Cake.  It was going so fast I had to tackle the rest of the happy helpers to get near enough 
to take a photo before it all went AND of course to get my fair share...only just managed as 
you can see! .   

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients: 

250g softened butter plus extra for greasing the tins 
100ml strong black coffee (if using granules use 2tbsp) 
280g self-raising flour 
250g golden caster sugar 
½ tsp baking powder 
4 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
85g walnuts, 2 tbsp roughly chopped. The remainder finely chopped. 
A few whole walnuts for decorating. 
 
For the filling: 
100g icing sugar, sifted plus a little extra for dusting 
150g softened butter 
100g mascarpone, at room temperature 

Method: 

Heat oven to 180 degrees C/160 fan/gas 4.  Butter 2 x 20cm springform cake tins and line 
with baking parchment.  

Set aside 2 tbsp of coffee for the filling.  Beat the butter, flour, sugar, baking powder, eggs, 
vanilla essence and half the remaining coffee in a large bowl with an electric whisk until 
lump free.  Fold in the finely chopped walnuts and divide the mixture evenly between the 
two tins.  Scatter the roughly chopped walnuts over one of the cakes.   

Bake the cakes in the oven for 25-30 minutes until golden and risen.  Test with a skewer to 
ensure it comes out clean.  If not give them a few moments longer until it does. 

Drizzle the plain cake with the remaining coffee whilst warm and leave the cakes to cool in 
their tins. 

To make the filling and topping mixture, beat together the icing sug-
ar, butter and mascarpone then fold in the 2 tbsp reserved coffee.  
Carefully remove the cakes from their tins and remove the baking 
paper.  Place the plain cake (one without the chopped walnuts) on a 
serving plate and then spread with about half of the mixture.  Pop 
the other cake on top and cover with the remaining mixture.  

Decorate with whole walnuts. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 5 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –5 

Wednesday  3 –5 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –5 

Friday 10 –11 3 –5 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –5 

Sunday 11 –12  

 01367 860 239 

 

   Please note our extra hour opening in the afternoons 

Our village shop has been in existence since 2005. Staffed by volunteers and run 
not for profit, our shop is something that we feel immensely proud of. 

During the pandemic, the shop provided a lifeline for many, and now with the 
cost of living spiralling, fuel costs mounting and budgets stretched more than 
ever, we hope that we can continue to provide a service. As our running costs 
increase, we would be delighted if you continued to make our village shop a part 
of life! or as Alan and Hilary might say, ‘Use it or lose it!’ 

We stock Kelmscott sausages, Mustard Frozen foods, homemade brownies, 
fresh vegetables, sourdough bread, along with croissants and buns from Blakes 
Bakery. In addition, look out for a new and exciting wine offer on the horizon! 
We’ve tried to appeal to everyone. And of course, we always stock those last 
minute essentials that might be missing from your kitchen cupboard.  

Above all, the village shop is your village shop and we can only exist if you drop 
in and support us.  

If you’re new to the village, why not buy a share in the shop for £10?  

If there are items that we could stock, do let us know.  

If you have any other suggestions that might tempt you in, get in touch.  


