April 2022

Issue 220

Newsletter
Contact: stfilica@mail.com
04 April
09 April
13 April
26 April
27 April

Contact the Editor: Jane Martin
Swimming Club AGM
stfilica@mail.com
Litter Pick
Parish Council meeting
Village Hall AGM
Copy deadline for May

As I write this the weather has been lovely for the last two days and forecast to be fine for
the weekend….magic. Hopefully we will be blessed with clement weather during the
next three months as there is so much happening in our villages. See inside for updates
on the Jubilee Celebrations; the swimming pool AGM is happening so that MUST be a
sign that we are getting ready for summer. The great Village Litter Pick returns, do help if
you can, it is a social event with complimentary refreshments afterwards and will spruce
up our surroundings, even though it is a shame that it is needed,
Gardens are blooming and soon we can plant our vegetables, see helpful notes from
the Gardening Club, and whist on that subject, please put in your diaries the Produce
Show on Saturday 20th August, schedules will be available shortly.
We seem to be in throws of another outbreak of Covid in the village, hopefully most are
suffering mild symptoms perhaps thanks to vaccination, but I wish all suffers a speedy recovery. Ed

Village Hall Lottery

April winners: Kevin and Elaine Robbins.
We wish you all a Happy Easter and thank you for your support

SAVE THE DATE AND GET SOWING, CRAFTING, GET YOUR
CAMERAS OUT ……..

Saturday 20th AUGUST 2022
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SWINFORD MUSEUM

It is hard to believe it is April already so only a few weeks before we open
our doors for another season. The first opening is

Sunday May 1st at 2.00
Please come along. The opening times will be the first and third Sunday of
the month until September so please come and support us.
Thank you. Diane Blackett

“An Exceptional Sale for Charity”
Saturday 21st May 2022

Filkins Village Hall
10am to 5pm
---------- “” ---------A unique opportunity to acquire Vintage, Pre-loved
and Designer Clothing (Womens and Mens), Jewellery, Bags, Shoes, Accessories, Household Items, Pictures, and Bric-a-Brac.
---------- “” ----------

Some tables still available – Price £5 for the day, setup on Friday 20th
May
Enquiries: Avril (01367 860529)
---------- “” ---------Proceeds to Swinford Museum Filkins and St. Peter’s Churches of
Broughton Poggs and Filkins
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As gardeners, our rewards come in many ways – from
something old, something new, something borrowed even!
Here at Rose Cottage in Broughton Poggs, the need to nurture something old hit a new urgency early in the New Year.
Our old apple tree, with the namesake rose growing through
it, was blown on its side by a January storm. Could we
save it or need to replace it? By some quirk of synchronicity,
a letter arrived to “The Occupier” only a few days later, from
the grandson of Bob and Diana Groves who used to live in
Rose Cottage from 1950s through to 2004. Many of you will
remember them. Justin was asking if the apple tree was
still there and if so, could he have cuttings to graft on to new
stock. How very timely! A back up plan! With Bob Groves
clearly still watching over his beloved garden, we booked
Chris Taylor Arboricultural Services who came and did a
brilliant job to stake and support the old hollow trunk, and to
cut back all the weight and the rose too. It looks very different now, but we are optimistic that the apple tree should
sprout soon, and the rose should also recover well from the
hardest of prunes! The quirky angle of the apple tree gives
new character, and the opportunity to evolve that part of the
garden once again – something we gardeners love – a new
project!
For something new, Spring is the perfect time and here are
our Tips of the Month – GET SOWING! Raising healthy
strong seedlings can really set you up for the year. Care
with propagation is essential, good light and warm spaces
which can include greenhouses, being creative with windowsills, makeshift cold frames, will all help. Rotate trays or
pots regularly to avoid leggy seedlings. Plant chitted potatoes into the ground towards
the end of the month. A manure rich trench is best. Water and mulch with grass cuttings
or straw to help retain the moisture and reduce weeds!
For something borrowed – we love to kick back and enjoy looking at our own gardens but
always love those done by others!! So much inspiration can be found. To feed this passion, the FBPGC has a packed agenda of garden trips and visits this Spring and Summer
– Highgrove, Stowe House, Kiftsgate Court – in fact, a list of 14 events or more plus supporting on the Filkins Playground Planting. We look forward to sharing pictures and updates on all of these with you.
All adults living in Filkins and Broughton Poggs are welcome to join the Gardening Club.
Information can be found on the Filkins website or just contact any of the 50 members of
the Club.
Enjoy some Spring Fever!
Rosie

j.tarr113@btinternet.com
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S
Summary
of Parish Council Meeting 9th March 2022
•

Planning Applications under consideration:
21/02827/PDC

The Haven – awaiting response

21/03318/HHD

St Peters House – awaiting decision

21/03886/HHD

The Paddocks – approved

21/00040/HHD

3 Bulls Close – awaiting decision

•

Trees outside Bulls Close will be pruned

•

Taylors Close- (known as the kickabout field) A new lease is being agreed. When
complete later this year a new fence will be erected and ground levelled.

•

Notice board in Bus Shelter to be refurbished

•

Telephone Box to be removed for stripping

•

Discussions on museum shed to be concluded in April

•

Playground- refurbishment has begun. New surrounds are being built and bark
will be delivered on 19th March

For the full minutes please refer to the village website: Filkins.org.uk/parish council/
minutes

The next Parish Council meeting is 13th April 2022

Playground Refurbishment

Thank you to everyone who came and helped with moving the bark last weekend.
Many hands do make lighter work!
Also very big thank you to Matt Simpson and his “boys” for all their work with the
wall etc and Derek Mattock for cladding the blocks.
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Filkins & Broughton Poggs

Village Litter Pick
Saturday April 9th
meeting at 2.00pm
Please come and give an hour or two to
keep our village looking it’s best

Bags provided. Please bring sturdy, high
viz jacket and litter stick if you have one
(district council no longer providing)
Cars will drop people at various points
around the village to work their way
back to Filkins Village Hall
Complementary Tea & Cakes from
3.00pm
Please call or email Roger (07802 345483
or roger.chitty1@btinternet.com) if you
are able to attend or help Lorraine with
refreshments
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Easter & April Services for your
Diary
Palm Sunday 10th April – Holwell
Meet 10am at Holwell Crossroad for Benefice Palm
Sunday Procession to Holwell Church
Maundy Thursday 14th March – Broadwell
7pm – Benefice Communion
Good Friday 15th April – Langford
2pm – Benefice Hour at the Cross Service
Easter Sunday 17th April – Filkins
10.30am – Easter Day Communion Service
And so we reach the second important festival of the Christian calendar; and so much has
changed in the world the short few weeks since Christmas. There will be services
throughout the Benefice in Holy Week, leading up to Holy Communion on Easter Sunday
at Filkins, where we will be delighted to welcome the Archdeacon of Dorchester, the
Venerable Judy French.

Ukraine
Thank you to all who have contributed to the collection for the people of Ukraine, and
thank you so much to Sally Peach for organising it. The physical donations have now
ended, but those who still wish to send support are encouraged to donate via the Disasters Emergency Committee on www.dec.org.uk or 01204 770822

Witney Food Bank – ‘Give Up and Give’
In addition to the round the year work from the Village Shop we are boosting donations to
the Witney and West Oxfordshire Foodbank during Lent up till Easter Sunday. With the
rise in the cost of living and the imminent energy price hikes they are seeing more need
for their help than ever before – full details on them and what they need at the moment
are on their website www.witney.foodbank.org.uk To donate please leave whatever you
can manage at the back of the Church in the box provided by the font and we will do the
rest! Thank you – and to Nicky Griffin and the staff and parents at Filkins Nursery for all
their support and donations.
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Filkins Organ Repairs
On a lighter ‘note’ having had both organs tuned last year our resident keyboard
supremo Heather Atkins has masterminded the necessary repairs to the Filkins
instrument. We look forward to hearing it in full voice on Easter Sunday and without those occasional ‘peels of silence’ from missing keys and stops! Who knew
that inflatable mattresses were an essential part of an organ tuner’s toolkit…?

Wishing you and your families the most Happy and Peaceful of Easters
Churchwardens
Gill Allison 01367 860787
Charlie Payne 01367 860529
gillian.allison@zen.co.uk
broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk
Associate Vicar Reverend Margot Hodson 01367 860555
margothodson@svbb.org.uk
For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk
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THE FIVE ALLS
Unfortunately the monthly news from the 5 Alls is unavailable as
poor Karen has been smitten with the dreaded virus. Happily she is
recovering and promises a full review next month. Ed
Filkins & Broughton Poggs Swimming Club
AGM will be held on
Monday 4th April 2022
7.30pm in Filkins Village Hall
Everyone welcome
Annual General Meeting of our Village Hall
7.30pm on Tuesday 26th April in the Hall
Everyone from Filkins and Broughton Poggs are welcome to attend.
Ideas for improvements to facilities and future events especially welcomed.
If you would like further information, or would like to discuss anything in advance, do
please contact me.
Richard Martin Hall chairman
07713 636415 richard@naturalbest.co.uk

Furious villagers say Swindon bus service axe
has left them feeling 'cut off' | Swindon Advertiser
CUT-OFF' villagers are pushing for a cancelled
bus route to Swindon to be reinstated. The
number 64 used to travel 16 miles up the
A361 across three counties from Swindon to
Highworth to Lechlade ...www.swindondvertiser.co.uk
8

Filkins & Broughton Poggs

Issue 220 April 2022

Community Lunch Club Update
Tuesday 15th February was the chosen date for the 3rd reincarnation of the return,
(remember lockdown?), of the Filkins and Broughton Poggs Community Lunch
Club.
On that occasion, more than 40 villagers came along to enjoy each others’ company, to catch up on village gossip, and to share a half decent meal, a glass or
two of wine and the incredible service skills of our matchless front of house team.

The spectre of Covid was still with us and as a result the traditional meeting and
greeting of guests in the bar area was confined to drinks served at the table;
masks were worn when not seated and there was little in the way of “working the
room” by those with a more extrovert bent. However, it didn’t seem to matter
much and the day developed yet again into another lovely occasion. As always, we will continue to study carefully the various announcements of our government and the leading scientists on matters relating to covid as well as the
thoughts and concerns of guests but hopefully the need for ultra cautious provision may be coming to an end.

Our next Community Lunch is set for Tuesday 26th April
Please email Don if you would like to reserve a spot. In case you have forgotten
the faces of our team or are completely unaware of those of us who are confined to the kitchen throughout these events, we are attaching a photograph.

From the back left and moving clockwise, we have:- Moira, our “CEO”;
Annika, “Major Domo”; Pauline,
“Whipper In”; Don, “Plonger”; Lexi,
“Pudding Person” ; Dan, “Sommelier”.

Don.stowell@hotmail.co.uk
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News From The Five Alls

There’s plenty of local events to keep us happy at The Five Alls and
some nice ‘local’ offers to ensure we keep the beer fresh and the
wine cool!
Quiz night has been a great success and continues every first Sunday
of the month, prizes, fun and brainteasers – as a champion British rower, can Karen have a rowing question please?!
Now this looks good, ‘Locals Happy Hour’ – Monday to Friday for the
month of April, a pint will be £4 as will a glass of house wine. Happy
boys and girls!
June will be bustin’ out all over soon and with it The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Saturday 4th June is Jubilee Weekend and The Five Alls will be
hosting a
special party with a barbeque and live music. Hats off! Put it in your
diary …
On a more serious note, the hospitality industry is currently facing a
huge crisis with a shortage of staff across the board, from chefs to
housekeepers, part time bar staff, you name it.
Karen is really in need of some support. If you can help she’s offering
a night away plus dinner at either The Five Alls or a sister pub. All you
have to do is
recommend somebody who is then offered a job and obviously stays
a little!
Pop in and see Karen. Well, pop in and see her anyway. Cheers!!
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Village Jubilee Celebrations - Update
June 2nd to 5th 2022
All please decorate your houses as we did for VE Day, as a village celebration.
St Peter’s Churches Filkins & Broughton Poggs will be decorated with flower displays
Jubilee Mugs will be given free to all children under 16 in the village. Please register
your child/children by emailing stfilica@hotmail.com so they don’t miss out. Extra
mugs will be available to buy from Cotswold Woollen Weavers and the Village Shop

Thursday 2nd June from 8.30pm
Beacon lighting on kick about field at 9.45pm

Prosecco supplied by Village Shop

Friday 3rd June
“ Back to 1952” – Swing band/Fish and Chips in Filkins Village Hall 7.30pm
followed by all years disco. Dress up in 1950’s clothes and dance the evening away
Tickets £5 per person or £15 for a family of up to four, to cover a welcome drink and fish
chips. Tickets will be available from the Village Shop & Cotswold Woollen Weavers.
Please buy your tickets in advance as we have to give numbers to the fish & chip
van

Saturday 4th June
Event at the 5 Alls

A Special Party with Live Music

Sunday 5th June
Historic Village Trail using QR Codes, through the village ending at the
Swinford Museum
The Big Jubilee Tea on the kick about field – from 3pm plus theatrical shenanigans
To ensure we have enough food to celebrate in style we ask that everyone attending
bring a plate of food to share. So that we don’t get submerged under cake, could you
let Sue or me know by the16th April what you might contribute.
Suggested finger foods: Sandwiches, sausage rolls, quiche, mini sausages,
cheese/pineapple/silverskin onions on sticks
Homemade cupcakes, traybakes, scones (with jam and cream)
Thank you.
Mary Bohm 07899 981538
Sue Yardley 07733 344750

mary.bohm@btinternet.com
sue.yardley@gmail.com

Opening of Phase 1 of the Playground refurbishment. Fun activities for the children
including crown making and hand printing
Pay Bar
Prosecco, strawberries & ice creams will be available from the Village Shop
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FILKINS THEATRE 2022
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Filkins Theatre has a long history of providing entertainment to the Village and this
year will be no exception. By the time you read this the first of our monthly play
readings, a murder mystery by Francis Durbridge, will have taken place, hosted by
Sally Denyer. These lively readings take place on the last Friday of the month and
are held either at the host’s house or the Village Hall depending on the numbers
attending. Please do not feel that you need to act to attend. These are essentially informal social gatherings with light refreshments and active participation in the
chosen play is certainly not obligatory, you can just come and enjoy listening!
The hosts for this year’s programme of play readings are
April 29th May 27th June 24th August 26th –
September 30th October 28th -

Paul Molyneaux
Avril and Charlie Payne
Sue Ashforth Smith
Richard Martin
Jeremy Irwin-Singer
Jane Martin

Please contact our Secretary Lynne Savege on savegelynne@gmail.com if you
would like to attend.
This year we have two supper evenings planned. The first of these is a murder mystery set in Italy and will be held in the Village Hall on May 7th. Please see the separate flyer for all the details. Gather your friends, book a table and feel free to dress
like an Italian. Vespas to be parked outside. The second will take place in September with more information to follow nearer the time.
Following on from last year’s successful production of “The Government Inspector”, we are very much hoping that once again we will be performing a summer
rehearsed reading in the Paddock directed by Jeremy Irwin-Singer. This is a call
for all you budding thespians out there, don’t be bashful, this is your opportunity to
get involved. Please contact Jeremy on jeremy.irwin-singer@gmx.com for more
information.
Our winter event is still in the planning stage (oh yes it is), so watch this space.
Finally, we are delighted to be providing some entertainment with a royal twist on
Sunday 5th June as part of the Village Jubilee celebrations.
If you would like to know more about Filkins Theatre and how you might get involved then I’d be delighted to hear from you. Not everyone has to be an actor
and there are many other roles involved in running a theatre group.
Avril Payne broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk 07973 419476
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Filkins Bowls Club

We will soon be heading for the green!
After a couple of strange years with Covid we had an almost “normal”
season last year and we were lucky enough to welcome some much
needed new members to the club! However, there is always room for
more and with a busy year ahead, we need your support.
Mid to late April we will start practicing ( Monday evening roll ups) in preparation for this season’s first game (away) on the 4th May. Our first home
game is on the 14th May, please do come and watch us play!
There has been a bowls club here in Filkins since 1936, help us keep this
long standing village tradition going, join us on a Monday evenings and
find out what it is all about! You don’t need to know how to play, there will
be someone to show you around. There will even be bowls you can borrow, all you need is a pair of flat soled shoes – patience and a sense of
humour is also good!
If you would like more information about the Bowls Club, please contact
the club secretary Annika Hansen 07775 093484 or by email:
filkinsbowlsclub@gmail.com

LOST and OF GREAT SENTIMENTAL VALUE
A BURGUNDY LEATHER PEN CASE
CONTAINING A GOLD COLOURED BARLEY TWIST FOUNTAIN PEN AND MATCHING
BALL POINT PEN
A REWARD IS OFFERED FOR ITS RETURN
AVRIL PAYNE 07973 419476
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Chocolate Orange Crinkle Cookies!
From Helen, F&BP’s expert in cookie and cake baking (you know who you are Helen and
anyone who has eaten any of Helen’s cakes/cookies will also know who she is
)…
Perfect for any time.. great Easter gifts if popped in a cellophane bag and tied with a pretty ribbon. They come with a health warning from Helen – one is never enough…(thank
goodness the recipe makes about thirty!)
Ingredients:
60g Cocoa Powder, sieved
200g Caster Sugar
60ml vegetable oil
2 large eggs
180g plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
2 oranges, zested
2 tsp mixed spice
1 tsp ground cinnamon
50g icing sugar
Method:
Mix the cocoa, caster sugar and oil together. Add
the eggs, one a time, whisking until fully combined.
In a separate bowl, combine the flour, baking powder, orange zest, mixed spice, cinnamon powder and a pinch of salt. Add the cocoa mixture, mixing until it forms a soft
dough. If it feels too soft, put it in the fridge to chill for about an hour before continuing.
Heat the oven to 190 degrees c/170 fan/Gas 5. Line a large or two smaller baking trays
with greaseproof paper/baking parchment.
Tip the icing sugar into a shallow dish. Roll heaped teaspoons of the dough into balls
(about 20g each) then roll each one in the sugar then transfer to the baking tray(s). Make
sure they have plenty of room between each as they will spread during cooking.
Bake in the middle of the oven for 10 minutes. Remove from the oven and transfer to a
wire rack to cool. They will firm up as they cool but will remain fudge like in the centre
(yum).
They will keep up to four days in an airtight container if not eaten beforehand!
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Day

Morning

Afternoon

Monday

10 -11

3-4

Tuesday

10 –11

3 –4

Wednesday

3 –4

Thursday

10 –12

3 –4

Friday

10 –11

3 –4

Saturday

10 –11

3 –4

Sunday

11 –12

01367 860 239

Shop news….
Lush cinnamon buns and sourdough from Blakes are
available on Saturdays mornings. (please
pre order)
We are still offering fresh vegetable, fish and bread
boxes from the market on Thursdays, please order from
Lynne by 5pm on Tuesdays at savegelynne@gmail.com
We are happy to accept Easter
meat orders for Cutlers or Kelmscott Pork, and Hot Cross Buns!
Do support your Village Shop. If
there is anything you think we
should stock, please ask.

Green/recycling

grey/household
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