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Sometimes random thoughts assail
me particularly on long drives, one
such was why do modern windscreens (and radiators for that matter) no
longer become splattered with bits of insects? I remember as a child my father stopping periodically to wipe away the debris. Without any scientific investigation I just assumed that modern glass manufacture deflected them or
that it was more non stick. No...I recently read that invertebrate numbers in
Britain along with much of western Europe, have plummeted the density is so
reduced that we no longer drive through clouds of them. Reasons given include overuse of pesticides, loss of hedgerows and fields sown to rye grass
rather than flowering meadows. These insects may have been a windscreen
nuisance but they are necessary for pollinating crops, a food source for
birds and bugs and beetles are nature’s primary re-cyclers, so it is an alarming situation which unchecked will have dire consequences.
Many farmers and horticulturalists are changing their ways, altering land and
crop management, planting bee friendly strips, beetle banks and reinstating
hedges, all good, but those of us lucky enough to have gardens can do our
bit, by growing pollinator friendly flowers, lavender, honeysuckle, dahlias,
and buddleia, leaving even small areas un-weeded, or daisies and dandelions in our lawns, most seed catalogues and garden centres are promoting
these so it is easy to find out information, or think of creating a ‘bug hotel’ or
log pile. Small measures, but ‘from little acorns do big oak trees grow as
they say’. Ed

Village Hall Lottery
March winner:

Jamie & Emmaline McConnell
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Services for your Diary
Ash Wednesday 2nd March – Kencot
7pm – Holy Communion

Sunday 6th March – Filkins
6pm – Evensong
Sunday 27th March – Filkins
10.30am – Mothering Sunday Service
With today marking the end of formal Covid restrictions in England we are now going to have wine again at Communion – rather than using a chalice this will be
served in small individual metal cups which we can hot wash and reuse. It may
take a little while to organise during the service so please bear with us at this part
of the Communion! Another small step towards returning to normality.
Today we also hear the awful news from Ukraine. At a similarly tense time for the
world at the height of the Cold War in 1979, US President Jimmy Carter and Russian President Leonid Brezhnev met at a summit in Vienna to try to find a way to
stop the escalation of nuclear arms. Away from the cameras and aides Brezhnev
turned to Carter and said quietly ‘God will not forgive us if we fail’. Even in the
darkest of hours, even when we are in deepest despair, even when it appears
everything is utterly lost, there is always hope. Let us pray for all those caught up
in the fighting, and that a way can be found to somehow bring back peace in the
face of apparently insurmountable differences and conflict.
Churchwardens
Gill Allison

Charlie Payne

01367 860787

01367 860529

gillian.allison@zen.co.uk

broughtonpoggsmill@hotmail.co.uk

Associate Vicar
Reverend Margot Hodson 01367 860555

margothodson@svbb.org.uk

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk
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GARDENING CLUB AGM - 4th February 2022
When the Parish Plan came into existence in 2006 the Gardening Club was
formed and has since then been run and operated by Lucille Jones, Chris Woodford and Allison Swales. Under their stewardship the Club has blossomed and
now boasts some 50 members. The Club itself has always been run on an informal basis and its membership is limited to residents of Filkins and Broughton
Poggs. The Club has sustained throughout the pandemic and visits many gardens each year and has active social engagements.
Lucille, Chris and Allison stood down, feeling that with advancing years they
would be happy to remain as members but pass the co-ordination of the Club to
others. All of the members praised and thanked them for their commitment and
tremendous contribution for keeping the Club active, running and interesting. A
survey was undertaken and the following people have stepped up to share the
tasks involved in running the Club.
Lorraine Chitty - Lorraine.chitty@btinternet.com
Rosie Howe - j.tarr113@btinternet.com
Peter Berners-Price - pbernersprice@gmail.com
Michelle Heath - micheleheathR@hotmail.co.uk
Julie Tridgell - tidgju1@outlook.com

Heather Atkins - hatkins@bluwin.ch
Lorraine and Rosie have agreed to provide Gardening Club contributions to the
St Filica Newsletter, Peter will now coordinate the Club’s activities, Heather will
support with taking notes as and when able, Julie will manage the members list
and Data Protection Regulations and Michelle will be Treasurer.
Please feel free to contact any one of them if you wish for further information
about the Club.
One of the first initiatives the Club proposes to address is to support the playground team in the planting around the new Playground when it is ready. We
continue to maintain the garden areas outside the Bowls Club, Village Shop and
the Village Hall, We have already planted around a 1000 spring bulbs in the village which we hope will give joy to all
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SWINFORD MUSEUM
Yet another month has rolled by, just where are the
days going? I think that is an age thing though.
Richard and I are continuing with the book of 90 objects and believe we are up to about 60!! I tend to go off on other courses and
have to be reined in but hopefully we will get it done by May when the museum opens.
We are continuing receive donations from people, the latest is from Annabel
Molyneaux who has given us three lovely turn of the century jelly moulds.
They would have been used in Filkins Hall, (Annabel’s grandmother Lady
Goodenough was the chatelaine), possibly by Louise the cook who could be
seen driving her little Messerschmitt car around the village. She lived in the
flat above the coach house at Filkins Hall. Also Annabel gave us an egg box
which would have been used to safely send eggs on the train.

We are very grateful to receive them and are just sorry they cannot speak
and tell us about the journeys the egg box made and the lovely jellies which
were made in the moulds.
Diane Blackett

Save the date
SATURDAY 21ST May, 10—5pm
Filkins Village Hall
A unique sale for charity. Vintage, retro, designer fashion,
jewellery and home interiors

Proceeds to Swinford Museum and St Peter’s Churches
(further information next month)
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THE FIVE ALLS
Unfortunately the monthly news from the 5 Alls is unavailable as poor
Karen has been smitten with the dreaded virus. Happily she is recovering and promises a full review next month. Ed
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Rhinos have always been a big feature of Cotswold Wildlife Park, ever since the arrival of the original
pair back in 1972, Lebombo and Somtuli, named after areas of the Umfolozi Game Reserve in South
Africa, whence they came. For some reason, those names never really caught on with the keepers
and over time they became known as Bull and Bella. They were joined by Paddy, so called because
although she was female, she came from Dublin Zoo.
Our original trio all died of age-related issues and were replaced in 2009 / 2010 by Monty, born in
2006 at Knowsley Safari Park in Liverpool, and by Ruby and Nancy, who arrived from a game farm in
South Africa. They too had been born in 2006 and were the perfect age to be introduced to a wellbehaved young male! It didn't take long for Monty to realise what was expected of him and our first
calf, Astrid, was born in July 2013, followed by Ian in March 2015, John in August 2015, Alan in September 2017, Belle in October 2017, Stella in September 2019, D’ora in July 2020, Molly in August
2021 and most recently the beautiful Queenie, pictured, in January 2022, named in honour of Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee this year.

I hope this will impress
Her Majesty! Ed

Nancy is just ahead of Ruby with five calves to Ruby’s four and we have been very lucky that the last
five calves have all been female. This is important because all the animals born here become part of
the captive breeding programme which is co-ordinated through all European zoos, in order to form a
safety net for this wonderful species and to maximise the chances of having a viable breeding population in captivity.
White rhinos are in fact a conservation success story over the last 120 years, when their numbers
have climbed from probably less than 100 at the turn of the 20th century to over 25,000 today,
most in their native South Africa where they are still threatened by poaching but numbers are holding
up well.

This summer, visitors to the Wildlife Park will see Nancy and Ruby's previous two calves, D’ora and
Stella, as well as their current calves which stay close to mum. Quite what Monty makes of being surrounded by so many women, we are not sure but he seems to be very relaxed about it all! The previous calves are now in other zoos and wildlife parks throughout Europe and we hope that they will follow Astrid’s example, who had her first calf, Monty's first grandchild, in October 2020.
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Parish council notes from meeting 9 February 2022
S
Kafkaesque is how I would describe the February meeting. We were joined again by
county councillor Nick Leverton who is always interesting about local initiatives. As a
country, we are a leading proponent of lowering emissions, which could be said to involve measures such as expanding public transport. Yet our local council has just announced a 30% cut in all bus routes by the spring. But that’s not all. There is talk of suspending all park and ride buses entirely (and presumably renaming it park and walk?)
But even that’s not all. The council have announced they are spending £80 million on
changing speed signs to 20mph countywide although there is no legislation to support
this, therefore no jurisdiction to uphold it. And parking charges in Oxford are rising by,
well, a rather large amount. And to cap it all, there is no money for road fixing. OCC
had been hoping for government funding of local councils to the tune of £3.6 billion but
this has now been reduced to £1.2 billion with the expectation that most of it would be
spent in the north.
A local community initiative between Eynsham and Stanton Harcourt, which is run entirely by volunteers and helps 40-60 passengers a day, was advocated as a model at the
latest Public Transport meeting attended by chair Kym Ford. But before you rush to volunteer, bear in mind you need a D1driving licence which costs £1200 to secure. We all
live within Oxfordshire but just a hop and a skip (or a very short bus ride if there was a
bus) from the Wiltshire border. So were you to ask why don’t the Oxfordshire bus companies talk to the Wiltshire bus companies and meld their timetable to make a seamless
transition for plucky travellers from Filkins to, say, Highworth or Swindon, the reply would
be that they aren’t allowed to due to competition law. Yes, they can’t talk to each other. They can each talk to the local council. But look where that has got us, despite Lee
Bennett’s best efforts with his transport survey which now has nearly 400 respondents. To
cap it all, and getting away from transport issues, the council is aiming to have vegan
only food available on council properties. Schools will start this experiment with veganonly food two days a week, shortly.
Now back to real life in Filkins . Nick Leverton, our local councillor and mayor of Carterton
said Carterton is full so no more building work can take place. It was suggested that our
Community Led Plan should be linked to the Local Plan 2030 . Ongoing local issues include the phone box refurb which begins in the spring, with a budget of £500, for reglazing and painting, with the ultimate aim being an information centre for the villages. In
the cemetery, 3 moles have been removed while the removal of the small conifers is still
awaiting permission from WODC. Meanwhile the issue of falling fruit on vehicles at Bulls
Close received another hearing. The Chief Arborist for OCC says they care for 46,000
trees, half of which have dropping fruit. Chopping any down in Filkins would set a precedent. He recognised that they need more maintenance and will crown them within the
next 6 weeks which will reduce fruit production, at least short term.
Requests for a sign at the sharp Pear Tree corner met with the news this would be a low
priority. We could piggyback on the 20mph initiative but we would have to pay for the
sign and towns are being completed first. The PC has agreed a weed killing contract
twice a year in May and September to do all the main roads and the playground while
the bus shelter roof has now been repaired. Meanwhile, like everything else, street lighting is increasing from about £1200 a year to £1900, so we will be replacing the remaining
three asap.
The next PC meeting is on 9th March at 7.30pm upstairs in the village hall.
Noelle Walsh
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What is happening in our Villages June 2nd-5th 20
At the St Filica AGM everyone was asked to come forward with suggestions for celebrating the weekend – these are listed below. What we are asking for now is help, many
hands make light work and everyone wants to enjoy the celebrations.
House decorating or scarecrows with a royal theme were suggestied
Both Churches will be decorated to a theme
Thursday 2nd - National initiative to light bonfires/beacons
Friday 3rd

- Swing Band – back to 1952 get out your old flared skirts and suits! with
Fish & Chips in the Village Hall

Saturday 4th - The 5 Alls will be organising an event
Sunday 5th

- The Big Lunch – to be held on the kickabout field

We are holding a meeting on 8th March in the Village Hall at 7.30pm and invite everyone
who wants to help or has ideas to come along. So much easier to discuss face to face.
*******************************************************************************************
St Filica Quiz & Curry Night
Saturday 26th March

7pm for 7.30pm start

Teams of up to 6 people
Please let Michelle Woodworth to book a team
Book early to avoid disappointment!
michelle.woodworth@sky.com

After 2 years of enforced relative inactivity, St Filica are planning to be back in full swing
this year with several planned social events for the enjoyment of the villagers. We rely
on any surplus we make from these events plus memberships and donations to provide
the monthly newsletter, calendar and free events such as the lighting of the Christmas
tree. We have to generate almost £3000 per year to be able to do this. Membership
gives you the right to vote on how any surplus funds we generate are distributed to
worthwhile causes. We are hoping with the Ball and two Quiz and curry nights we will
generate a surplus this year that local groups can bid for. If you would like to renew your
membership, which remains at a nominal £2 per person, please contact myself, one of
the committee members or email stfilica@hotmail.com . Cash, card payments and bank
transfers are all accepted.
Many thanks for your continued support,
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Since March last year on behalf of the Filkins and Broughton Poggs Community Led
Plan, I have been fighting for the reinstatement of the 64 bus service that ran from
Carterton to Swindon and serviced:
Carterton ,Kencot ,Broadwell, Langford,Filkins & Broughton Poggs, Little Faringdon
Lechlade on Thames, Inglesham ,Coleshill, Highworth, Swindon
I have been in contact with various councillors, district councils and county councils in
pushing to get this service reinstated!.
Details of this survey and the fight for the reinstatement for this service is already available on the Transport for Filkins Facebook page.
The results of this survey will be passed on to the relevant departments within various
local district and county councils. I enclose the links below:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KJJPWX9
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KJMZQ2V
I would be extremely grateful for your cooperation in expanding this endeavour,
please feel free to share this with anyone you feel would benefit from this service being
reinstated.
The survey has received over 300+ responses already since it was published Thursday
evening!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-89TFYYSJ9
If you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch.
Lee S. Bennett
Filkins and Broughton Poggs Community Led Plan

Free / donations to Playground
Fund - set of well used rocket music
drums.
Contact Amy.geschke@gmail.com
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Day

Morning

Afternoon

Monday

10 -11

3-4

Tuesday

10 –11

3 –4

Wednesday

3 –4

Thursday

10 –12

3 –4

Friday

10 –11

3 –4

Saturday

10 –11

3 –4

Sunday

11 –12

01367 860 239

Shop news….
Homemade millionaire’s shortbread and chocolate
brownies are now being sold on Mondays -selling out
quite quickly!
Lush cinnamon buns and sourdough from Blakes are
available on Saturdays mornings. (please
pre order)
We are still offering lush vegetable, fish and bread boxes from the market on Thursdays, please order from
Lynne by 5pm on Tuesdays at savegelynne@gmail.com

Green/recycling

grey/household
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