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12 Jan Parish Council meeting 

26 Jan deadline for February 

 

When I came to the village almost 40 years ago the large stand of elms at the top of 

the field behind the Woollen Mill had been felled because of Dutch Elm disease and 

the wood you see there today was planted then by Sir John Cripps - see how that has 

grown.  However there was a very large Lime tree  probably already 80 years old 

which remained standing, a beautiful, majestic tree whose leaves gave out that won-

derful smell in summer, and under and in which children played and made dens, so 

(un) successfully once that a fire engine was called to douse  the flames in it’s mid 

section!  But about 6 or 7 years ago decline started, odd branches fell, then large 

boughs crashed down and it was obvious it was dying in it’s heart.  I thought the re-

mains would soon rot and crumble into the earth, replenishing the soil and giving life to 

insects and flora of all kinds, but  no, 2 or 3 years since, new stems  started to grow up-

ward and once again birds perch to view the field.  It may never be the splendid 

specimen it once was and perhaps it is it’s ’last hurrah’  but as a show of natures re-

newal and fight against fire, storm and pestilence what better symbol to take us into 

2022.      Ed. 
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Services for your Diary 

Sunday 9th January – Filkins 

6pm – Evensong 

Sunday 23rd January – Filkins  

10.30am – Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th January– Langford  

10.30am – Benefice Candlemas Service 

December was a wonderfully busy month (and is still going on as this is be-
ing written before Christmas Week itself has started!). We were delighted to 

help out and host the Christingle service at Filkins for St Peters Primary 
School at Alvescot – Alvescot church is still sadly closed while the damage 

to their roof is being assessed. A joyous occasion with over 100 children and 
their parents in our church and much appreciated by our friends in Alvescot. 

Then on the same evening we started the village Christmas with Advent Car-
ols at Broughton Poggs with Jubilate, the Benefice Choir. Hearing them sing 
the medieval Coventry Carol by candlelight in a building where people have 

been worshipping and celebrating Christmas for a thousand years was 
deeply affecting and beautiful.  

Earlier we were visited twice by Great and Small, a parent and toddler group 
run by Samantha Hill who were treated to a bug hunt, bubble-blowing and a 
picnic at Filkins Hall by kind courtesy of the residents, and then came again 
to visit Filkins church to wonder at and draw the stars on the chancel ceiling.  

As we start the New Year we can only hope once again that our normal lives 
will resume soon; we also look forward to seeing Reverend Harry as he con-
tinues his recuperation and builds up his strength to be able to take up his 

full duties again. 

God bless, and with all best wishes for a happy, successful and healthy New 
Year to all the villages and your families 

Reverend Margot Hodson 01367 860555      margothodson@svbb.org.uk 
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Members of the Gardening Club would like to wish all fellow villagers a very happy and 
safe 2022 and to thank you for your lovely gardens - we all get a chance to enjoy glimps-
es of them as we walk around Broughton Poggs and Filkins and peep over the pretty 
stone walls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am writing this on a bright and sunny day in December – all the more special as I know 
there will be grey and gloomy days around the corner. The photographs above shows the 
ghostly white of the multistemmed Himalayan birch trees and, below, in the border are 
Christmas Roses (Helleborus niger) and the lovely marbled leaves of Italian lords-and-
ladies (Arum italica) ready to be picked for the festive table I can not resist including this 
pretty pink rose, determined to flower before hard frosts return.  

 

 

There is plenty to do outside and I am always grateful for dry days which make jobs like 
clearing leaves and cutting down the old hellebore leaves so much easier. However, I 
know our gardens need rain and some hard frosts so, whatever the weather, happy gar-
dening.  

Lucille  Lucille68@btinternet.com 
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       SWINFORD MUSEUM    

 

 

When you read this Christmas may be just a memory.  I hope you managed to get 

around all the Advent windows, they certainly brightened up the dark evenings. 

Things are rumbling on about our storage shed so hopefully in the New Year we 

can commence laying the base etc. The following report was ready to go into the 

December newsletter but I abided by Richard’s request not to publish until he had 

done further research only to find he beat me to it and printed in the Parish Pump. 

Still are we bitter?? Of course not!! 

However Richard and I think we have solved a very old village mystery at last. One 

of George’s memories in the Jubilee Boy was as follows:- 

‘The Bakehouse occupied by Mr J Clark is very interesting as there is a tunnel run-

ning from the house into a deep pond at the far end of the orchard, where you 

can still see the arch. Mr Clark’s father went up the tunnel some distance and 

found it had fallen in. The tunnel was used, they say, at the time of the Civil Wars as 

an escape route. A small boat was in the pond at the outlet of the tunnel, where 

the escaping man rowed himself across and went up some steps and got away, 

leaving the man who was chasing him with the deep pond in front of him and no 

boat. Nobody seems to know where the entrance is, but it is not needed now. I ex-

pect it was filled in. 

The heap of earth by the side of the pond from where it was dug, about twenty feet 

high, is called the Mounty Bank. The family of Clark have lived here for a long 

time.’ 

This has been a long remembered village story however, Richard rang to say he 

had seen the following report in a newspaper of 16th December 1871. 

FILKINS, THE CHURCH YARD 

 A meeting was held a few days ago, at the National School Room, for the purpose 

of taking into consideration the best means of draining the church-yard. The meet-

ing was numerously attended, C R Smith, Esq of Filkins Hall, presiding. It was re-

solved to sink a drain, six feet deep, round two sides of the church-yard, or as 

deep as the subsoil would admit, continuing it across Mr Clark’s gardens into a 

drain formerly existing therefrom. E Lawrence Esq., kindly undertook to collect sub-

scriptions, and a sufficient sum was collected to carry out the undertaking, which is 

now fast arriving at completion. 

December 1871 

This tunnel must surely have been the drain from the churchyard which had be-

come waterlogged…...or was it?? 

If you happen to have your own thoughts do please contact me . 

Diane Blackett 860504. 
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       St Filica Events for 2022   

St Filica committee members are working hard to bring 

you more fun filled events throughout 2022. Some dates for your diaries are 
listed below. Keep your eye out for more details in future newsletters.  

In the meantime, we are always looking for volunteers to help with the run-
ning of our villages’ events. Budding chefs and sous-chefs, marquee erec-
tors, serving staff and other general helpers should contact one of the com-
mittee members if they would like to get involved. If you have an idea for an 
event for the villages that you think would be fun and would help raise 
funds, again, please contact any of the committee members listed on the 
website.  

We hope you enjoyed Father Christmas, the lights and mulled wine – your 
Village Calendar 2022 should be dropping through your door as well with 
our compliments. 

So dates for your 2022 diary: 

 

8th February: St Filica AGM 8pm in the Village Hall  

19th March & 15th October Quiz & Curry Nights 

3rd June Platinum Jubilee Party  

2nd July Our Infamous Biannual(ish) Summer Ball!!!! Theme this year is 
Glitter Ball.  

3rd December Father Christmas  

All residents are invited to our AGM please do attend whether or not you are 
a member .  The committee hopes you enjoy 2022 with them. 

The Committee hopes you enjoy 2022 with them.  
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A Review of the Revue 

What a night! Filkins Theatre’s Revue in 

the Village Hall on 27th November was a 

sell-out success . With a delicious interval 

supper conjured up by Michele’s Kitch-

en Troupe and served at table we punt-

ers wanted for nothing and we roared 

our appreciation at the end of a most 

satisfying evening. 

Jane Martin, joint producer and MC, 

brought style and organization to an im-

pressive  range of “acts”. Music, song, 

dance, anecdote and comedy deliv-

ered by friends and neighbours, (some 

from other villages too),  familiar faces 

with such talent .  

The  program included revivals of BBC 

TV sitcoms, with a twist or two, comic 

monologues, two handers, some jaunts  

from Radio’s Round the Horne and a se-

ductive Parisian agent in beret and belt-

ed mackintosh. Witticisms added to the 

laughter, requiring some concentration 

but so did the quiz. printed on the re-

verse of the menu 

Dancer Leroy travelled from London for 

the night to partner our renowned Tan-

go Queen in three Strictly arresting 

dances,  enough to set the Thames on 

fire. 

We listened  spell bound to Hamish 

Mowbray’s exquisite treble voice; a sub-

lime sound.  

In contrast our au-

dience rendition of 

several Beatles’ 

tunes, so profes-

sionally led, so 

roughly sung, 

brought a wonder-

fully entertaining 

evening to a hap-

py, happy end.  

Well done to all and, may we have a 

repeat? 

John & Gill Allison 
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When Santa came to town!    

On Saturday 4th December the man in 

red paid his annual visit to us,  So many 

residents  and children gathered in the 

centre of the village that the mulled 

wine ran out!!  A jovial Father Christmas 

mingled with the crowd and at 6pm af-

ter his countdown the tree lights were 

switched on, and what a lovely tree, 

donated as aways by the Ernest Cook 

Trust.  It was probably quite fortunate 

that it wasn’t as tall as last years given 

the winds we had been experiencing, 

the St Filica erection team  had done a 

great job strapping it down 

Children were then invited to visit Santa 

in his grotto, beautifully decorated and 

festive, and packets of sweets were dis-

tributed.  Of course the event would not 

be complete without the appearance 

of Santa’s favourite helper Mr Fuddles, 

sporting seasonal antlers (he grows 

them specially every year).  He was ac-

tually a bit naughty he seemed to want 

to dance to the Christmas music provid-

ed by Les Goward. The dry sharp 

weather was a bonus, a lovely start to 

Christmas. 
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Doctor & Hospital Runs 

 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 

or 01367 860529. 

 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 
1984 – Section 14(1) 

Notice of Temporary Traffic Order - Filkins
-A361 Lechlade/Burford Road 

Prohibition of Through Traffic 

Date of Order: 3 January 2022 Coming into 
force: 14 January 2022 

 

This Order is being introduced because of 
carriageway patching works which are antic-
ipated to be completed on 25 January 2022. 

The effect of the Order is to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicle proceeding from 8pm 
to 6am in that part of the A361 between its 
junctions with the B4477 at Filkins and Sun-

bland Avenue. 

Appropriate traffic signs will be displayed to 
indicate when the measures are in force. 

Exemptions are included for police, fire and 
ambulance services and for the works and 
for access to premises which are only acces-
sible from the closed section of road. 

The alternative route for traffic affected by 
the closure is via A361 – A417 – A429 – 

A40. 
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Top tips for a greener Christmas: 

1.Opt for wrapping paper and Christmas cards that can be easily recycled. 
Foiled or glittered paper isn’t recyclable so choose unadorned, coloured ver-
sions instead.   
2.Planning the Christmas food shop is an easy way to cut back on food waste. 
Food production is a massive contributor to carbon emissions so cutting 
down will not only save your pocket but help the planet too. If you do have 
any food waste remember to use your weekly kerbside collection service. 
3.Check the use-by dates regularly on food items in your fridge and if you are 
not going to use them in time, freeze them for later. Love Food Hate Waste 
has plenty of tips here. 
Christmas Waste Collections 
Over the festive season refuse, food waste and recycling collections will 
take place Monday to Friday as normal, including on the three bank holi-
days (Monday 27 December, Tuesday 28 December and Monday 3 Janu-
ary). 
The garden waste and bulky waste services will be suspended from Monday 
27 December to Friday 7 January 2022 (inclusive). 
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Summary of Parish Council Meeting 8th December 2021 

     Planning Applications under consideration: 

     21/02998/HHD  The Old Rectory, Broughton Poggs 

     21/03318/HHD  St Peters House, Filkins 

     We will look at 2 Yew trees in the Cemetery which are interfering with graves 
and see if they need to be removed. This will not affect the avenue of trees along 
the path.  

     Pear Trees outside Bulls Close – negotiations are still taking place with OCC  

     White Railings at Goodfellows – these are being replaced currently.  

     Taylors Close – we have been given permission by Ernest Cook Trust to slightly 
extend the kick about field so we can add a gate to the fence when re-built for 
easier access. We will also look to levelling the surface. 

     Telephone Box – works will start in March. It has been decided to use this as an 
information centre for the village.  

     The Playground refurbishment is progressing. The details and plan are posted 
throughout the village. Please give the group your support. Donations can be 
made through Just Giving. Thank you to everyone who is working on the refur-
bishment. Grant has been approved by WODC.  

      Refuse collections have been a problem. We are in correspondence with Cllr 
MacRae – we hope the issues with the smaller collection vehicles has been re-
solved.   

     The budget has been set for the financial year 2022-23 and the precept will re-
main the same at £18,500 

      Further to a residents correspondence we have looked at the pavements. It is 
very difficult to improve them or make them wider but we will work with OCC to 
try and resolve some issues.  

     There is a TRO Order which will be in place from 14th-25th January –Please see 
separate article.  

     The dog bins have been replaced in Filkins & Broughton Poggs as part of the 
WODC upgrade. The bin at Rouses Lane was moved by them to Bulls Close. We 
contacted them straight away and ask that it be moved back to the original posi-
tion as that is where it will be most used. 

     Our County Councillor reported that the funding is through for the dual carriage-
way from Eynsham to Witney. Traffic build up is being worked on with the Cots-
wold Wildlife Park. A meeting is being arranged to discuss.  

For the full minutes please refer to the village website: Filkins.org.uk/parish council/
minutes 
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PERFECT STICKY  

TOFFEE PUDDING 

 

 

 

 

 

Having eaten this at a friends the other night I decided it was a recipe to be shared!  
Some may think it cheating using store bought cake but  my goodness  I am all for a sim-
ple life try it, you will  not be disappointed. 

 

Ingredients:   

2oz butter 
4oz soft brown sugar 
4oz golden syrup 
Few drops of vanilla extract 
5 fl.oz double cream  
1 shop bought rectangular ginger cake   
 

pre heat oven to 190C, Gas Mk5, 375F 

To make the sauce put everything except vanilla extract and double cream into a small 
heavy based saucepan.  Leave over a moderate heat until the sugar has dissolved then 
turn up the heat slightly and let the mixture quietly bubble away for 5 minutes -no longer. 

Add a few drops of vanilla extract.  Pour in the cream, it will froth a little.  Give the sauce 
a good stir and set aside to cool slightly, 

Cut the cake into 8 thick slices place in a small deep baking dish and pour the toffee 
sauce over them.  Put into the pre heated oven and leave for 15 minutes until the sauce 
is bubbling and the cake soggy with the sauce.  Serve with cream or vanilla ice cream. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 11 –12  

 01367 860 239 

Shop news….   

our winter Sunday opening hour has changed to 11 - 12 

  

Do remember that in the ab-

sence of  a Post Office we sell 

stamps!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postscript.  Another stunning play by nature, look closely to see 

what Storm  Arwenn  created on a stock fence. 


