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    Village Lottery ‘Christmas’ Winners  -  Congratulations all 

Chris Maunder: Rob & Charlotte Spencer: Bethany & Steve Stewart: 

Ashley & Nick Madden 

I always say that our wonderful Village Hall is the ultimate winner of our village lottery, so a 

huge thank you to all our supporters over the years. 

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to new villagers and wish them well. 

All the profits from the lottery go towards the upkeep of the hall and we have lots to do 

next year! 

 

There are still tickets left for next year 2022. 

They cost £15 each ....cash or cheque (made payable to The Carter Institute). 

If you still have to pay ( as soon as possible please ) or  would like a ticket contact me 

Pauline Care on 01367 860969. 

Tickets are also available in our Village Shop. 

 

The Village Hall Committee wishes you all a safe and happy Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year 2022. 
 

Contact the Editor: Jane Martin  

stfilica@mail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking back to last December we were is a sorry state, family Christmas’s cancelled, no 

travel and doom all round.  We appear (fingers crossed), to be in better fettle this year 

and I hope you all manage to enjoy some jollification.  The ‘man in red’ himself will visit his 

bus shelter grotto on December 4th and will countdown the lighting up of the tree, do 

join in the fun, everyone is welcome.  Windows around our villages will also be lit up for 

advent,,...do download a map and take a wander. 

It is an urban myth that our red robed Father Christmas  was  created by Coca Cola, but 

they were responsible for popularising him as a jolly rotund figure. In history he has been 

portrayed as tall and elegant, small,  elflike and even rather frightening.  I like our English 

folk figure best. Tall, bearded and dressed in a fur trimmed long green robe 

with a crown of evergreen, our equivalent I guess of the red robed St Nicho-

las.  Whatever your preference he has been delighting children and adults 

alike for many years. Long may he continue to do so. 

 4th Dec  Father Christmas visits 

 8th Dec  Parish Council meeting 

16th Dec  January deadline 

        Contact:  stfilica@mail.com 
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Christmas Celebrations at our Churches! 

It will be wonderful to be able to celebrate Christmas properly once again and remember 
the great gift of Christ’s birth. Please do join us at this happy and joyous time of year in our 

villages and Churches 

Sunday 12th November – Broughton Poggs 

6pm – Advent Carol Service 

We start our celebrations with a candlelight Advent Carol Service in the ancient setting of 
Broughton Poggs church where Christmas has been celebrated for nearly a thousand 

years. We will be joined by Jubilate, the Benefice Choir and do stay for some festive drinks 
and nibbles 

Tuesday 21st December – Filkins  

6pm – Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas week begins with a traditional community Christmas Carol Service of lessons 
and readings with all the carols we know and enjoy singing! Everyone is very welcome  

and again please do stay for a drink and a chat afterwards 

Christmas Eve Friday 24th December– Filkins  

4pm – Family Crib Service 

Welcoming you, your family and guests of all ages who have travelled to the villages as we 
lead up to Christmas Night and build our crib together to retell the Christmas story of Mary 

and Joseph and the baby Jesus in the stable 

Rev Harry, Rev Margot and all the PCC wish you, your families and friends a peace-
ful and festive Christmas season, and all the very best of health and joy for 2022! 

 

Reverend Margot Hodson 01367 860555      margothodson@svbb.org.uk 

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk 
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                      A robin’s nest - built and erected by a member 

 

In November the colder days made Gardening Club members think about supporting the 
wildlife in their gardens as they enjoyed keeping warm in their greenhouses and sheds 
between gardening tasks outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members were also enjoying the last of their roses and the glorious colours of autumn - 
whether leaves, berries or trees at sunset.  

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you read this in December we may have had some hard frosts and most of the 
leaves will have fallen. I hope you have the gardening tools you would most like in your 
Christmas stockings and books about gardens and gardeners to enjoy by the fireside. 

Happy festive season and happy gardening – whatever the weather 

Lucille  Lucille68@btinternet.com 

The Gardening Club is open to all adults living in Filkins and Broughton Poggs. Information about 
the Club can be found on the Filkins website or just contact any member of the Club. 
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                                                 SWINFORD MUSEUM 

As I write this we only have one more open weekend for the Museum’s Christmas 

and have already had around 100 visitors. Thank you to all of you who took the 

time to visit the  Victorian Christmas exhibition. 

We hope you learnt more about the traditions of Christmas from our little booklet, 

extra copies can be purchased by telephoning 860504 at a cost of £1 each. It 

could make a good Stocking Filler! 

Please look out for a rather rotund little mouse who managed to remove all the 

hazel nuts from a tin in the museum, I suppose it was our fault for tempting him!! 

Please don’t forget to check out the Museum’s 

Advent window on the 20th which can be seen at our office, opposite the Five 

Alls. 

The Trustees wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and hope to 

be open from May to September next year. Here’s hoping. 

Thank you. Diane Blackett 

Having recently dismantled a large OO Gauge model train layout I 

have numerous made up kits of station buildings, signal boxes, shops 

etc which were used as scenery.   A sample 

photo is attached. If anybody would like 

any of the models for their own layout then 

just contact me .   Tony Woodford.     

Telephone: 01367 860319 
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Filkins & Broughton Poggs Advent Windows  

Following the success of last year we are asking if anyone who wishes to make a 
window display to choose a date and email it with their address to                        
stfilica@hotmail.com or phone 01367 860388 and we will collate a list and village 
map.  

Choose your theme and include the date on the window. Illuminate your window on 
the chosen date and every day until the 24th when the last display will be in the 
porch of St Peter’s Church Filkins.  

 

                                                                          

                       
Father Christmas 

 

Will be arriving in Filkins on 4th December 5.45pm at the Bus shelter grotto accom-
panied by Mr Fuddles of course!  

Sweets for all the children – squash – cakes and for the adults mulled wine and 
mince pies. 

Christmas music will be played and the tree lights will be switched on at 6pm.  

              Donations can be made on the evening to support the event.  

Q. Why are Santa’s reindeer allowed to travel on Christmas Eve?  A. they have       

herd immunity! 

Q. Where do you find reindeer? A. It depends on where you left them! 
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Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 

01367 860529. 

S

 

 

 

Remembrance Day 

Was marked in Broughton Poggs and Filkins by the laying of wreaths. A 

good turnout at the Filkins War Memorial was followed by a service in 

Church. 

Children of the Nursery School had made their own tributes, one by 

the 2 to 3 year olds and the other by pre-school age, each poppy 

head had the child’s initials by the one they stamped.  A lovely ges-

ture from the very young. 
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Security around the villages 

On a less festive note – in the run up to Christmas there has been an 

upturn in petty theft in the area – in particular on 20th November the 

churches at Filkins and Kencot had their donations boxes broken into. 

Nothing of any value was lost or damaged but do please keep your 

goods and property safe and keep an eye out for any unusual activi-

ty, or anyone you don’t recognise acting suspiciously. 

       (if you wish to report such activity contact PCSO Josh Peck  

                07813 670125  josh.peck@thamesvalley.police.uk) 

 

  
 

A SPLASH OF SPRING COLOUR   FOR  
OUR VILLAGE 
 
 
 

Some members of the Gardening Club have been busy once again planting daffodil 
bulbs in our lovely villages. 
Last year we were unable to do so because of Covid concerns.  
So this year we have concentrated along the cemetery wall and around the village 
signs for Filkins and Broughton Poggs. 
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After mentioning Cop 26 in the last edition I was intrigued to read an article in True 

Insight which struck several chords with me. In the mid 70’s I was an early member 

of the Ecology party (later to become the Green party) and was an active anti nu-

clear protester.  Is it age one wonders, or the evolving climate crisis that changes 

our opinions?  Science moves on and I guess we should reassess what we know 

and believe.  At the risk of boring anyone, or being accused of using the newsletter 

to voice personal opinion, I thought some of the information might be worth repro-

ducing. 

‘The Stone age didn’t end for lack of stone’  a quote from the Saudi Oil Minister as 

he contemplated the end of the oil age, forecasting that a substitute will be found 

long before the world runs out of hydrocarbons.  His words ring true. Renewable sus-

tainable energy sources are now the holy grail of governments around the world, 

but what form of energy will become tomorrow’s staple remains open to question.  

This summer has been noticeable for the lack of wind and as dark days are here 

the limits of solar power become obvious.  The world is at a turning point, moving 

away from fossil fuels is not in doubt but what direction the search for alternatives 

will take has yet to be fully determined.  Electrification on its own is not the answer, 

whether fed into the national grid or stored in the next generation of batteries, it first 

has to be generated.  Nothing comes free and current UK thinking to shunt motor-

ists towards electric vehicles look to be unsustainable.  A recent estimate is that the 

Treasury will lose £4 billion through a mixture of lost VAT, fuel duty and tax for every 1 

million drivers who swap their ignition keys for rechargeable cars. 

All is not gloom, some very interesting ideas should probably be given an airing and 

even considered, others are actively being put in place 

“A radical proposal to build a solar and wind farm in Morocco where both re-

sources are in abundant supply year round, connected to the UK by a giant cable. 

Nuclear power, ever contentious is back on the agenda. A plan to install sixteen 

‘small modular reactors’ predominantly in the midlands has been proposed by Rolls 

Royce and as well as creating 40,000 jobs is also seen as essential in helping UK 

meet its target to bring down gas emissions to net zero by 2050 

Generating hydrogen from water using wind or solar powered electrolysis is also be-

ing championed as a means of storing ‘green’ energy on a scale currently 

unachievable using conventional battery technology. Hydrogen can be used to 

power  larger vehicles where the size of the battery make electric power impracti-

cal 

Nissan’s  massive Sunderland plant is being given over to production of their all new 

electric model.  The company had warned over the viability of the plant in the 

event of a hard Brexit, it now views the UK’s independence as a move forward.  In 

an example of industrial symbiosis Britishvolt is to build a gigantic “giga factory” 

making batteries for the next generation of electric vehicles, on the 235 acre site of 

the former Blythe power station, taking advantage of the close proximity of the 

large offshore wind farm and Nissan’s nearby plant.   

All signs of business evolution and  real forward progress, science makes advances 

all the time, so perhaps we should not be so depressed by our perceived ‘lack of 

progress’.  Ed. 
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RAISIN OAT AND CHOC-CHIP COOKIES 

 

A simple, delicious cookie recipe.   When leafing through some tried and 
tested recipes I realised the sign that this was a good one to share was the fact that the 
pages were well and truly stuck together!  This is also a good December recipe as it uses 
the sort of ingredients needed for lots of Christmas  foodstuffs so hopefully you have 
plenty in the cupboard. The biscuits make great gifts (pretty bags with ribbons..), - you 
can make mini ones or big ones - and the making of them can easily be shared if you 
have any happy helpers around.. 

 

Ingredients (makes about 24 large ones) 

120g brown sugar 
75g caster sugar 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
175g unsalted butter, chopped 
1 egg 
150g plain flour 
1 tsp bicarb of soda 
180g rolled oats 
100g raisins 
150g dark chocolate, chopped 

Method 

Preheat oven to 160 degrees C (Gas 3).  Line baking trays with non-stick baking paper. 

Place butter, both sugars, vanilla and egg in the bowl of a food processor and process 
until well combined.  Add the flour, bicarb and the oats and process again until combined.  
Add the raisins and chocolate using a spoon, mix to combine. 

Roll the dough, one tablespoon* at a time,  into balls and place on the lined baking trays 
leaving room for them to spread. 

Bake for 10-12 minutes or until golden.  Cool on the trays for 5 minutes before transfer-
ring to wire racks to cool completely. Try not to eat them all at once! 

*for mini biscuits, use a rounded teaspoon of the mix and cook for a few minutes less. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 10 –11  

 01367 860 239 

Shop news…. 

Don’t forget to order your Christmas meats, either Cut-

ler’s or Kelmscott pork—save your petrol and let your 

shop provide it for you. Lots of other goodies in store too                    
       

            Holiday Hours: Christmas Eve 9.00—1.00 

               Tuesday 28th : 10  - 11 

               Wednesday   :  back to normal hours 

Q. Why is Parliament like ancient Bethlehem?  A. It takes a  

      miracle to find three wise men there 

Q  What beats his chest and swings from Christmas cake to  

      Christmas cake?   A. Tarzipan! 

   (don’t shoot the messenger, jokes courtesy of Alan Law!) 


