
 

 

Newsletter  

October 2021     Issue 214 

                 Village Lottery Winner  - Jo and Derek Mattock 

                            Lottery tickers will be on sale soon for 2022.   

The Village Hall committee thanks everyone for their support during these  

             difficult times and wish you well and hope to see you soon 

 

 

 

 

 

As can often happen in late September we have enjoyed a stunning week 

of sunshine and warm weather, a good ‘back end’ to the year.  It can con-

tinue for another month as far as I’m concerned although somewhat doubt-

ful that it will.   However it gives us a chance to re-charge our batteries 

which, with the resurgence of village, social and some travel events  we may 

well need.  The village seems to have sprung to life again, see reports of a 

variety of happenings inside, and whilst ’seasons’ have come to a close for 

the Swimming and Bowls Clubs we can anticipate  a Filkins Theatre Review in 

November, a Museum Exhibition and dare I mention Father Christmas?  But 

let’s see what October will bring first and enjoy our return to some sort of nor-

mality.           

The trees seem reluctant to change this year, but the harvest is gathered in, 

the stubble fields are ploughed and autumn drilling is under way.  It is reas-

suring that in times of change the agricultural circle of life continues in our  

glorious corner of England.  

13 Oct Parish Council Meeting 

16 Oct Quiz & Curry Night 

26 Oct deadline for November 

Contact the Editor: Jane Martin  

stfilica@mail.com 

St Filica Quiz & Curry Night 

16th October—7pm Filkins Village Hall 

£15 per head– teams of up to 6 people 

Pay Bar—Jelly babies as last prize  Contact michellewoodworth@sky.com 
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Services for your Diary 

Sunday 10th October – Broughton Poggs  

6.00pm Evensong 

Sunday 24th October – Filkins  

10.30am Informal Service & Baptism 

 

Harvest Breakfast & Service 

The sun shone and some 60 villagers, family and friends enjoyed a bacon sausage and 
egg breakfast, and the chance to get out and have a chat and a catch up. Huge thanks to 

Joss Thomas, Mary Cover, Andy Macer and Andy’s brother Chris for being on cooking 
duty.  

The church looked amazing even by the standards of the flower team – and thank you to 
Mark and Tess who got married on Friday for letting us use some of their lovely flowers. 
Thanks to everyone who came and donated provisions to the Witney Food Bank, to Jim 
Cover for masterminding the event and to all those who helped out serving, cleaning the 

church and mowing – a happy and joyous way to celebrate an important day in the 
Church and Village year.   

Village Hall – What Filkins Does 

Thanks too to all who dropped in for a chat and to bring back memories with Diane Black-
ett’s books of past weddings and christenings. Peter Berners-Price’s stunningly informa-

tive boards and photos will now in Filkins Church for visitors to see going forward – 
thanks to Peter and Freda Shrouder for organising and crewing the stand. 

Other News 

10
th
 October will be the last Evensong of the year in Broughton Poggs before the Advent 

Carol Service – do come along as we say ‘thank you’ to Reverend Roger Howells who 
has supported us so kindly during Harry’s absence. Harry is now back at home after the 

operation on his remaining eye and the initial news is cautiously optimistic. Please do 
keep Harry, Sian and their family very much in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

Reverend Margot Hodson 01367 860555 margothodson@svbb.org.uk 

For details of all services in the Benefice see: www.svbb.org.uk 
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This year’s High Sheriff of Oxford-

shire, Monawar Hussain and for-

mer High Sheriff Amanda 

Ponsonby, wishing to  recognise 

and thank those who had sup-

ported their communities in so 

many ways during the Covid 

pandemic, announced that  

Alan and Barry Heath would re-

ceive High Sheriffs’ awards for 

their support of the Filkins Com-

munity. 

“The award should very 

much be seen as on behalf 

of the entire team involved 

with Filkins Community 

Shop: a true community en-

terprise that had stuck to its 

post in a time of difficulty, and 

helped so many in so many 

ways.”  said Amanda 

 

Now we all know how brilliant, support-

ive and caring the shop team have 

and continue to be and it is fantastic 

that this has been recognised in this 

way.   

Congratulations to our FAB FOUR and 

all the other volunteers, this is so well 

deserved. 
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Some members of the Gardening Club, like other village residents, have recently enjoyed 
opportunities to travel – some abroad and many others to different parts of our own country. 
With iPhones at the ready, we have been able to take photographs of plants that we don’t 
have growing in our own gardens. Some of the photos will, hopefully, inspire us to try 
something different ourselves and some will remind us of what we have admired. As a re-
sult of our location, soil, space or site, we have to recognise that we cannot grow everything 
ourselves. I hope you have also had the opportunity to enjoy some different places and 
plants.       

  I ate a cucamelon included in a salad for the 
first time. This is claimed to be a superfruit of 
the Melothria scabra vine also known as 
a mouse melon, the Mexican sour gherkin, or 
by its Spanish name, sandiita (little watermel-
on). 

      

 

 

 

A beautiful flower border 

 

   

 

 

   Photographed in a Yorkshire hotel garden 
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  Echium Pininana, on the Isle of Scilly 

 

 

                      

 

Echium Pininana, photographed on 
the Isles of Scilly 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

Bamboo peeking through hydrangea,  

photographed in Norfolk 

 

 

 

The Gardening Club is open to all adults living in Filkins and Broughton Poggs. Infor-
mation about the Club can be found on the Filkins website or just contact any member of 
the Club. 

I wish you happy gardening  

Lucille  Lucille68@btinternet.com 
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On Sunday 26th of September at 9am, St Peter’s 

Church Filkins welcomed a fine number to their Har-

vest Festival Breakfast.  Thanks to an amazing crew of 

helpers, bacon, egg, sausages, tea, coffee, even 

toast and marmalade  were enjoyed by young and 

old alike.. . and all plates, cups and cutlery were 

completely recyclable too.  Awnings had been erect-

ed for the cooking team on one side of the pathway 

with tables and chairs to the other but the weather was kind, bright and sunny.    

As celebrant Reverend Margot Hodson arrived from duties elsewhere in the ben-

efice the bell rang out summoning the congregation into a beautifully decorat-

ed Church, every window dressed in hips, haws and autumnal colours,  for  the 

Harvest Service.  The familiar and lovely hymns of harvest-tide rang out, generous 

donations of non perishable food offerings were taken to the altar (later be given 

to the Witney & West Oxfordshire Food Bank for distributions to those less fortu-

nate).   What a wonderful idea of the PCC  to combine the two and so beautiful-

ly executed, above all  it was a joy to meet and enjoy such    a social occasion 

after such a long  absence. 
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Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 

01367 860529. 

      SWINFORD MUSEUM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
 

The Trustees are very aware that the museum has not been open this year 
due to the organising of the new office but we feel able now to make one 
room of the museum available for a display. With this in mind we are going 
to put on a ‘Victorian Christmas’ exhibition through November and maybe a 
little of December this year. 
 
Visitors can get a feel of what Christmas would have been like in the village 
during the Victorian period. What did they eat, how did they spend their 
day etc, etc. Children will be very welcome and there will be a quiz for them 
along with a ‘lucky dip’. 
 
We will be opening on each Saturday 10-12 and Sunday 2-4 through Novem-
ber. If you have a Victorian object which you think may fit into the exhibition 
we would welcome the loan of it. 
 
Contact: r.d.blackett@hotmail.co.uk 
For more information please contact Diane Blackett on 860504. Thank you. 
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"After the hiatus of 2020, members of the village swimming pool have really enjoyed their facili-
ties this year. The excellent new changing areas were opened, and the youngsters especially wel-
comed a 2 week extension to the season - which made the start of the new school year a little eas-
ier to bear ” 
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Ride, stride and vroom…. 

 

 

 

You wouldn’t normally associate leather and Harley Davidsons with the OHCT 

Ride & Stride, but this year’s event got underway with slightly more Va Va Vroom 

than usual.  At 10.10am, Filkins welcomed its first visitor, Guy Richmond from Shil-

ton, astride a stunning blue Harley. 

Not far behind, novelist Derek Skinner from Down Ampney (author of the Nether-

gate Trilogy) was on a slightly more traditional form of transport.  He was planning 

to pedal to an impressive list of churches, but not before giving me a snapshot of 

his gripping new novel - working title ‘The Sanctuary at War’. 

All visitors noted how nice it was to see a welcomer at both our churches.  And 

where would we be without our devoted church sitters – so thank you very much 

Richard Martin, Diane Blackett, Jane Martin, Jimmy Ashby, Diana Hibbert, Lor-

raine Chitty and Gill Allison. 

There is always a moment of nervous anticipation, as we prepare to pack up and 

still no sight of cycling legend Julia Neame.  No one could leave their post until 

Filkins’ most faithful Ride & Strider rounded the final corner into Broughton Poggs 

at 5.55pm, the last church on her typically gruelling route.  

Bikers, novelists and cycling legends…I can recommend a stint as a church sitter.  

For those new to the village who might want to take part next year, this is an an-

nual fundraising event, where riders and striders visit as many Oxfordshire church-

es as they can, usually on a route planned carefully around a pub or picnic. Peo-

ple take part on horseback, bicycles, on foot and on Harleys. You can raise mon-

ey for the upkeep of Oxfordshire’s beautiful churches and nominate a church of 

your choice to receive half of the money raised.  Ride & Stride usually takes place 

the second Saturday of September.  There are lots of child friendly routes around 

our villages and most churches are conveniently located next to a pub.  
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Summary of Parish Council Meeting 8th September 2021 
• Planning Applications under consideration: 

21/02535/LBC       The Bakehouse 
• Oxfordshire Plan 2050 is online for consultation we ask all residents to look at 

this and comment. We are forming our response.  
• Work has been completed on tidying the Cemetery. The gates have now been re-

moved for re-painting.  
• Pear Trees outside Bulls Close – negotiations are still taking place with OCC to 

replace the tree nearest the phone box 
• White Railings at Goodfellows – we are still in talks with OCC concerning the re-

placement of the railings butt their priority is road safety. 
• Taylors Close – we are working with Ernest Cook Trust to slightly extend the 

kick about field so we can add a gate to the fence when re-built for easier access. 
We will also look to levelling the surface. 

• Telephone Box – this will be re-painted and glass replaced. 
• Transport – The Villager Bus service has re-started but only has a few people us-

ing it. Please support this if you feel you can.  
• Village Centre Garden – The Leylandii tress have now been removed and work 

will start on tidying the grass area.  
• The swimming pool closed on 26th September. Thank you to everyone for their 

support and we were pleased the weather held and we could keep it open a little 
longer.  

• The Bowls Club wall has been rebuilt.  
• The Playground refurbishment is progressing. The details and plan are posted 

throughout the village. Please give the group your support.  
• Post Office- we are pursuing with the Post Office the possibility of a mobile Post 

Office which will visit the village once a week.  
 
For the full minutes please refer to the village website: Filkins.org.uk/parish council/
minutes  
We also have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor which has been advertised. If you are 
interested please apply to the Clerk at filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk 
             

The next Parish Council meeting is 13th October 2021 

FOR SALE 

Ladies Peugeot Cycle 

Steppthrough bicycle—6 gears  

Good condition 

£110 ono        

Telephone:   01367 860339                          
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Many of you will be familiar with Mr Fuddles, he is pretty much part of Filkins having 

lived here for nearly 8 years.  Belonging to Eleanor Martin and living at Goodfel-

lows  courtesy of Ben and Jules Morley, with his friends two old Cotswold sheep, he 

is a familiar sight trotting through the village for a shampoo and brush up before  

appearing at village events or further afield.  He is Burford School’s mascot, at-

tending open days and  assemblies, sporting his Wysdom House school tie, pre 

Covid he visited Care homes bringing joy and relief to many residents and of 

course on home turf he  variously appears as a nativity donkey,  Christmas rein-

deer or just himself.  Endlessly patient and kind on duty, he can be wicked in the 

field, but Eleanor will forgive him almost anything.  He  also has a competition life 

at shows and most recently in concours d’elegance! 

At the ‘What Filkins Does’ exhibition he was in attendance, informing his many ad-

mirers that he is available to entertain guests at weddings and all other gather-

ings. (eleanor@allinthecountry.co.uk) . 

He recently increased his fan cub when appearing in a Daily Mail article about 

horses that come into houses… (I can vouch for that, its my home he uses as his beauty sa-

lon, showering in the garden and drying off in the kitchen.! Ed)  If you would like to follow his 

escapades see his facebook page, just search for Mr Fuddles. 
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Chocolate Damson Cake – Serves 8 as a 
dessert. 

I am sure that our dinner party host was in-
spired by the amazing damson crop this 
year to serve this fabulous cake recently.  It 
was simply amazing and made the most 
wonderful after dinner treat (you know who 
you are.. thank you!) 

This is definitely something for everyone, as 
although a perfect after dinner dessert, it 
would appeal to all ages – you could cut 
into to small chunks for kids as it is sweet 
but not totally unhealthy (well at least there 
is fruit in it…) also it is soft.. so great for old 
folks as well… and I can say that now I am 

of a certain age    Enjoy. 

 

Ingredients 

250g dark chocolate, broken into bits 
250g butter cut into small chunks 
3 eggs, separated 
125g light muscovado sugar 
125g golden caster sugar 
60g   self raising flour 
2tbsp unsweetened dark cocoa powder 
 
For the damsons: 
400g  damsons 
4 tbsp water 
100g  caster sugar 

 
Method 

Put the damsons in a heavy based sauce-
pan with the water and sugar. Bring to the 
boil then lower the heat and simmer with the 
occasional stir until the damsons are soft 
and on the verge of bursting (approx. 10-15 
mins). Remove from heat. Either leave 
somewhere cold to cool quickly or fill a bowl 
with cold water and place base of pan in to 
cool to stop the damsons continuing to 

cook. Stir them gently to allow steam to es-
cape. 

When the damsons are cool enough to han-
dle, lift them from pan with a draining spoon 
into another bowl. Sort through the fruit dis-
carding the stones as you go. Boring but 
essential task! You must remove ALL the 
stones but try not to crush the damsons in 
the process. 

Heat oven to 180 degrees C (Gas 4). Line 
base of a 22cm non-stick square cake tin 
with a sheet of baking parchment. (you can 
use any shape you wish but square or ob-
long is good). 

Put a heatproof bowl over a pan of simmer-
ing water making sure the base of the bowl 
is not touching the water. Add the dark 
chocolate bits to the bowl. As the chocolate 
starts to melt, turn off heat but leave bowl 
over water and add the butter. As butter 

melts stir very gently to mix. 

Put the egg whites into a large bowl and the 
egg yolks into the bowl of a food mixer. Add 
the sugars to the egg yolks and beat till pale 
and fluffy. Add the melted chocolate and 
butter, stirring gently but thoroughly. Care-
fully add the flour and the cocoa powder to 
the egg yolk and sugar mix. 

Working quickly whisk the egg whites till 
they stand in soft peaks, then fold into the 
cake mix using a large metal spoon. Do not 
overmix.  

Scrape mixture into the cake tin then spoon 
in the damsons, gently swirling the mixture 
to spread them around the cake. Again do 
not over stir. 

Bake in oven for approx. 45 – 50 minutes 
until very slightly soft in the centre (you can 
check this with a metal skewer). Remove 
from oven and cool.  

Once cold remove from tin and cut into 

squares and serve with a dollop of 
Crème Fraiche or Cream if serving as a 
dessert. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 10 –11  

 01367 860 239 

Veg box Thursdays 

Let Lynne know what you require by 5pm on Tuesday 

evening, veg, fish, bread and flowers from the market 

and we can deliver. 

                    savegelynne@gmail.com 

 

Why not try  Mustard Foods  - restaurant quality 

meals, sauces and soups 


