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WELL HELLO SUMMER!  At least at the time of writing we have had a week of glori-
ous weather, perhaps when you read this we will be experiencing thunder and light-
ning but what a bonus added to a return to some normality in our village.  The out-
door Rehearsed Reading of The Government Inspector by Filkins Theatre went down 
wonderfully well with almost the first get together in months.  The swimming pool 
opened...hurrah and is being well used, bowls matches got underway at last and the 
St Filica Village Bar b que  was held on the kickabout field. It was good to meet some 
of our newer residents who have hardly seen anyone since their arrival, but to those 
we have yet to see may I encourage involvement in village activities, this really is a 
remarkable place to live and it is true that the more you put in the more you get out, 
don’t be shy. It does seem we are on our way, although we do need reminding to 
take care and be sensible.  

August will I’m sure bring more events our way, allow me another plug for the Pro-
duce Show on the 21st and the Village Hall is once again open for bookings.  Ed.  

 

 

 

. 

 

21 Aug Produce Show 

23 Aug deadline for September 

25 Aug WI meeting 

            Village Lottery Winner  - August: Luke and Leia Finch 

                    Congratulations and thank you to all our supporters.   

                                  Keep safe and enjoy the summer  

                       Pauline Care and the village hall committee 
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Services for your Diary 

Sunday 22
nd

 August – Informal Service & Baptism 

10.30 am St Peters Filkins 

 

Register with sally.peach@mail.com or 07918 720610 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

The APCM was attended by over 30 parishioners. The Churchwardens Gill Allison and 
Charlie Payne were voted for a second term, along with the other members of the PCC, 
Sally Peach, Jim Cover and Freda Shrouder; they were joined by three additional PCC 
members Heather Atkins, Sue Ashforth-Smith and Peter Berners-Price. Many thanks to 
all for agreeing to serve, and to all those who came and contributed to such a positive 

and constructive meeting. 

 

Open Air Benefice Family Service 

Sunday August 1st – 11 am Alvescot 

An open-air service for the full Benefice – you are welcome to bring a picnic to enjoy af-
terwards 

 

Harvest Breakfast – Date for your diary! 

We will be holding a Harvest Breakfast in St Peters Filkins Churchyard on Sunday 26
th
 

September, followed by the Harvest Festival service; all food and gifts collected will be in 
aid of the Witney Food Bank. More details next month but all are very welcome and put 

in in the diary now!  

 

Reverend Harry MacInnes 

Following on from last month’s news Harry has had a second operation in London to 
help stabilise the pressure in his eyes, and while it is very early days yet, so far things 

seem to be going well. We continue to pray for him, Sian and the family, and keep them 
very much in our thoughts. 

Rev’d Margot Hodson    

01367 860555    

margothodson@svbb.org.uk  
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Jimmy Ashby writes…. 

Last month Jimmy wrote about a proposed story sharing evening but 

unfortunately I printed an incorrect email address, apologies, it should 

be  

j.ashby@outlook.com     (I missed the dot!)  do contact him with ideas 

 

 
 

SWINFORD MUSEUM 
FILKINS 

 

Here is the latest update on the museum activities. At long 
last we have purchased the racking and it has been installed by Ian so we 
can at last begin to move into the office. There is a lot of unpacking and 
sorting to do but every day is like Christmas, opening a box to discover that 
item which has not seen the light of day for a couple of years.  
 
When everything has found a home we can then move forward towards 
Accreditation and will be seeking ‘Friends of the Museum’ to help with var-
ious jobs, suited to that person’s abilities. We will need people to file, clean, 
transcribe, label, research etc. The museum has had four computers kindly 
donated so will be looking to set these up and get started. If you think you 
may have a few hours free to help with these jobs then please do contact 
me, looking to start in the Autumn.  
 
Meanwhile Allison and I will be finishing off the gravestone transcriptions 
in Filkins Churchyard and then completing Broughton Poggs’ gravestones. 
It is amazing how time consuming this is because over the years the word-
ing has deteriorated or in some case disappeared altogether.  
 
We are busy applying for grants for the proposed storage unit so are ever 
hopeful that this will come to fruition soon!! 
 
Enjoy this lovely weather, albeit rather warm, keep safe. 
Diane Blackett    
01367-860504 
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Unfortunately, I was unable to join the fun but I am sure you will enjoy reading this from the organizer of the 
recent Gardening Club activities.  

Over two weeks from June 24 to July 3, the Garden Club blossomed! Members rallied round 
to give some practical help to Stephanie Richards who with her husband David, has created 
the wonderful 13 acre Eastleach House gardens. Over a period of 40 years, what was a wild 
lawn has been tamed with crisply cut yew hedges, borders and a secret lily pond….what 
was a grass slope has become a dramatic rill garden descending from a 50’ long iris bed 
through colour-coordinated herbaceous blocks down to the most restful seating area backed 
by 8 ornamental sorbus trees…..what was a tumbled down derelict area has become the 
most beautiful walled garden packed full of roses, a summer house, ponds, even more 
structural yew hedges  and many moments of delightful unexpected interest as you walk 
around the paths going through it….and what was but a huge field stretching into the dis-
tance has become parkland with a central grass walkway flanked by now very mature lime 
trees leading to an architectural yew circle enclosing a proud stag….. and then you continue  
through meadow grass and past innumerable trees and bushes all of significant interest, all 
planted by Stephanie and David, and all now grown to maturity.      

The help that 14 members of the Club were able to give on June 24 and 28 - weeding the 
iris bed and rill borders weeding in the herbaceous beds, dead heading bush and climbing 
roses, weeding paths and terraces, strimming in the parkland and collecting mounds of 
grass and nettles - was hugely appreciated…as were the splendid picnics and cakes for tea 
kindly provided on each day by other members. 

Then on Saturday 3 July, 23 Garden Club members enjoyed their official visit to Eastleach 
House gardens in the afternoon with cakes for tea kindly supplied by Stephanie and GC 
members…. and then in the evening, the organisers welcomed 30 members  to a Garden 
Club drinks party in Filkins Hall. After meeting up in the Stumpery in the corner of the newly-
created Natural Garden, members were  free to visit their  own garden and then wander 
round the wider Filkins Hall gardens, much  enhanced as a result of many hours of attention 
during the long  lockdown ! We were blessed with good weather throughout the day, and the 
sight of all 30 gathered on the Great South Lawn alongside the transformed 80’ Herbaceous 
Border in the evening sunlight was a truly memorable end to a wonderful day for the Club.” 

The Gardening Club is open to all adults living in Filkins and Broughton Poggs. Information about the Club can 
be found on the Leisure page of the Filkins website or just contact any member of the Club. 

As ever, I wish you happy gardening 

Lucille  Lucille68@btinternet.com 
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The Government Inspector, Saturday 17th July, 2021  

Unable to participate as usual in our Filkins Theatre production this year, I had a 

different experience, watching it from the other side, in the audience, live in the 

paddock  on Saturday evening.  The setting was just perfect, hot and sunny initial-

ly – perhaps too hot for the players (I vividly remember sleeping on the green 

sward, as Titania, in a beautiful green gown awaiting Bottom, in a previous pro-

duction and thinking how hot it was, too hot……..) 

Jeremy Irwin Singer, as ever, did an amazing job directing and taking the lead in 

the play.  Jane Martin was our wonderful wardrobe mistress, letting out too tight 

suits and finding charity shop bargains for thrifty costumes and Lorraine Chitty, ad-

mirably sourcing all the props prior to going on holiday. Thanks to our bar staff, 

Michele and Alan, keeping everyone in drinks from the village shop and to Ed-

mund for bringing round much needed nibbles in the interval.  Everyone was won-

derful – it’s a tale about provincial life in a small Russian town where those in pow-

er are totally corrupt and the poor are downtrodden and abused (sound famil-

iar?)   Of course, it is rich for milking humour from every situation, something in 

which Jeremy excels and he has willing players to bring out, from Dob and Bob 

(Dobchinsky and Bobchinsky played by Charlie Payne and Trevor Milne Day) and 

their bumbling silliness,  to Mandy Scott’s police chief - attention! Yes sir!  

From Avdotya (Julia Neame) and her guttural responses, to Jeremy as the hand-

some rake, Kolestakov - gambling and women are his bag - just the right amount 

of leering , raising sniggers from me! From Sally’s German Doctor, happily chunter-

ing along in German and not understanding a thing said, to Barry’s Osip, Kolesta-

kov’s servant, under no illusions about his master’s vices but willing to say anything 

for another meal and roubles. From Anna’s (Sue Ashforth-Smith) self-absorbed “it’s 

all about me, me, me”! to Netty Lings and Biz Goody who admirably switched 

from downtrodden servant to policemen to abused shopkeepers. From Eleanor 

Martin, the Mayor’s daughter subdued by her grasping mother, suddenly elevat-

ed to the glorious betrothed, to Richard Martin as the greedy, corrupt mayor, 

dreaming of glory - he’ll break your fingers if you don’t give him the best of your 

stock! And his useless, corrupt team – Paul Molyneaux as Magistrate, Teresa Small-

bone as Hospital Director, Peter Sangston as Education Director, all more than will-

ing to bribe to cover their inept management. Actually, the town’s Postmistress 

(Avril Payne) was  slightly less corrupt, she opened and read everyone’s mail, 

dreadful!  But if she hadn’t been so very nosy, they would never have realised 

what Kolestakov really thought of them, how embarrassing!  

Paul Harvey did a great job on sound effects, especially the snoring, rumbling and 

farting whilst Kolestakov slept off the sumptuous meal, and the ending was just 

fabulous with the whole cast gasping in open-mouthed horror as the Postmistress 

revealed the truth and realisation dawned that they had been duped, Kolestakov 

long gone, and the REAL Government  Inspector about to pay them a visit. 

WELL DONE ALL!  Superb effort and I hope to join you next time! 

Lynne Savege, July 2021 
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Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 

01367 860529. 

July is nearly over (how did that happen?) and we are half way through the sea-
son. Having had to carefully feel our way through the Covid maze and try to 
gauge what other clubs were doing, we didn’t get going until late June, normally 
we would start in late April.  So especially after last year, it feels extra special to 
able to get together and play against other local bowls clubs, winning some 
matches, losing some, but most importantly being outdoors, having a laugh, 
getting some exercise and hopefully improving our game. Our internal club 
competition is also underway. We are not fiercely competitive but who doesn’t 

like to win? Friendly competition is healthy right? 

Those of you who have been in Filkins long enough may remember the St Filica Festival in 2010 
during which the bowls club arranged an afternoon of trial sessions? We are hoping to be able to 
do something similar at some point but in the meantime if you would like to have a go please join 
us on  Monday evenings from 6pm. It’s a great way to de-stress after “a day in the office”, have a 
laugh and meet new people.  

No experience required and bowls will be available to borrow, all you need is a pair of flat soled 
shoes and a smile. 

Bowls truly is the sport for all regardless of age or ability, it takes seconds to learn, and your entire 
bowling career to master    (extract from Bowls England’s website) 

                Help us keep Filkins Bowls Club going             

If you would like more information about the Bowls Club, or how to get involved 
please call the Secretary, Annika Hansen on 07775 093484 

Or by email: filkinsbowlsclub@gmail.com 
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Summary of Parish Council Meeting 14th July 2021 

 
•  New Planning Applications under consideration: 

    21/01987/FUL Broughton Hall Cottage 
    21/02065/OUT  Pear Tree Farmhouse 

• Work is due to start on tidying the Cemetery – work will be carried out on the trees and 
the path will be re-laid.  

• Pear Trees outside Bulls Close – negotiations are still taking place with OCC to replace 
the tree nearest the phone box 

• White Railings at Goodfellows – we are still in talks with OCC concerning the replace-
ment of the railings butt their priority is road safety. 

• Taylors Close – we are working with Ernest Cook Trust to slightly extend the kick 
about field so we can add a gate to the fence when re-built for easier access. We will 
also look to levelling the surface. 

• Telephone Box – this will be re-painted and glass replaced. 
• We are working with our new District Councillor Nick Leverton re transport and traffic 

issues. A meeting was held with the addition of Lee Bennett- representing the Commu-
nity Led Plan Group- who presented data on travel to and from the village. If transport 
can be provided to Lechlade then it would make work prospects more accessible. It 
will take time, but there is a possibility of a smaller bus which will serve other villages 
as well.  

• Village Centre Garden – we have taken advice and received a quote for the Leylandii 
trees which are now overgrowing into the Cottesway houses at the Bowls Green and 
the Playground. We will be opening up this area to make it useable. Permission is being 
sort from OCC.  

• The swimming pool has opened! Well done to the Committee for their work in making 
this happen. The swimming pool wall has been re-built and the “dip” in the grass has 
been filled. 

• The Bowls Club wall has collapsed internally – this will be re-built soon.  
• A meeting was held in the Playground with 4 Councillors, Ashley Madden and Sam 

McIntyre. We are now turning our attention to refurbishing the playground- please see 
their article on Page 5 – as the equipment has been in place since 2000! We are also 
planning to include some adult exercise equipment. Please lend a hand if you can.  

• Post Office- we are still pursuing with the Post Office the possibility of an out reach  
service from another local Post Office, or possibly a mobile service.  

 

For the full minutes please refer to the village website: Filkins.org.uk/parish council/
minutes  

 

There is no Parish Council meeting in August so the next meeting will 

be 8th September.  
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S All you have to be is female and over 18! 

Please come and be part of the next chapter of an old 
story… 

Once upon a long time there was a Filkins & Broughton 
Poggs WI, and very successful it was too. But times 
change, and Covid hasn’t helped! 

However, we’re still here, and ready to adapt to a different world. We think there is great 
opportunity for a WI welcoming to all women, possibly as a supper club in the Village 
Hall, and involving talks, sharing views, and other activities as take our fancy. 

If you are female and over 18, you are very welcome to come along at 7pm on 
Wednesday 25th August 2021 in Filkins Village Hall and at the very least enjoy a 
post-lockdown glass of wine (or two) and a chat with friends and neighbours, meet new 
people, and discuss the possibilities of how we can take our club forward. 

If you would like to know more about the meeting, do contact any of: 

Michele, Gill, and Trish 

Michele Heath   07827 298611 micheleheath@hotmail.co.uk  

Gill Pagett:           07595 996932 gill.pagett@btinternet.com 

Trish Poole:           07976 055308 trish@cotswoldwoollenweavers.co.uk 

 

Village Hall 

It looks like we are now pretty much back in 
business and welcome bookings from all 

who wish to enjoy our great facilities.  Why 
not have your party here in the hall and not 

have to worry about wine on your caret? 

For bookings please contact Charlotte 
Spencer at  filkinsvilllagehall@gmail.co 

The Hall AGM is at 7.30pm on Monday 
9th August. Everyone is welcome to attend 

and do bring your ideas for hall improve-
ments  

Do please contact me if you would like 
more information on 0771 3636415 or  

richard@naturalbest.co.uk 
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Peanut Chicken Salad 

 

A really simple summer dish which can be packed up for a picnic. (If taking on a picnic 
make sure that you have a cool box as the chicken must be kept chilled). 

This dish does contains nuts although you can leave these out as they are added at the 
end.   

Quantities below are for 2 servings. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ingredients  
 
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 lime 
2 tbsp soy sauce 
1 tsp clear honey 
1 tbsp groundnut oil 
2 skinned, cooked, chicken breasts* 
120g bag salad leaves  
½ cucumber 
Handful of roasted peanuts 
Mixed fresh herbs (such as basil/coriander/thyme) finely chopped 
 

You can buy ready cooked or cook the breasts in a hot oven (200 degrees C) wrapped in 
a foil parcel for 30 mins till cooked through.  Leave to cool before adding to the salad. 

 

Method 

Mix the lime zest, juice and soy sauce together with the honey and groundnut oil.  Tear 
the chicken breasts into bite size pieces. 

Tip the bag of salad onto a platter and mix with the herbs.  Halve the cucumber length-
ways and cut into matchsticks. 

Pile the chicken on the top of the leaves, pour over the dressing.  Finish with the cucum-
ber matchsticks and scatter over the peanuts. 
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 Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 10 –11  

 01367 860 239 

News….news….news 

In this Bar b que weather remember your Shop stocks 

coals, firelighters, matches etc. Burgers and sausages 

(frozen if non in the fridge) and of course we have a 

wide range of wine, mixers, soft drinks, all sorts of nib-

bles and even wine glass hire!  

Veg box Thursdays 

Let Lynne know what you require by 5pm on Tuesday 

evening, veg, fish, bread and flowers from the market 

and we can deliver. 

                    savegelynne@gmail.com 


