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What fun to see the Easter Scarecrows at the beginning of 
last month and  you can revisit them on our centre pages.  
The weather has been April-ish, warmest sunshine to snow 
showers and zero temperatures, perhaps May will be more 
settled.  I am using this month’s editorial for a puff for the 
Produce Show, dear to my heart as many of you will know 
and it is our 10th Anniversary under the ‘new regime’ 

It strikes me that we have many newcomers to our villages whom we have 
been unable to get to know and they us, with the lockdowns over the year 
and the lack of events where we might have had opportunity. Hopefully 
that will change over the next few months, but the Produce Show is a long 
standing village tradition and a great showcase for our gardeners, bakers 
and crafters, with classes for almost everyone, and it’s a great way to get 
involved, competition is keen but friendly (it’s the taking part that’s im-
portant!) The schedules for this year’s show will be available by the end of 
the month and I thoroughly recommend you pick one up and have a go, 
particularly the children of whom we have many more recently, for ad-
vance information just email me.  Put the date in your diaries now  Satur-
day 21st August 

Things are looking up though, a Museum Exhibition on 22/23rd May and  
Gardens Open on 30th, see inside for details                     Ed 

May 5th         Annual Parish Meeting 

May  18th       Deadline for June 

May 22/23rd Museum Exhibition 

May 30th  Gardens Open 

Contact the editor:  Jane Martin    

                   Village Lottery Winner    May: Phil & Helen Dunmall 

                                                    Thank you for supporting us 

                         Stay safe and Best Wishes from the Village Hall Committee                                      
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Services for your Diary 
 

Sunday 9
th

 May – Broughton Poggs 6.00pm Evensong 

Sunday 23
rd

 May – Filkins 10.30am Holy Communion 

Register with sally.peach@mail.com or 07918 720610 

 

Private Prayer 

Filkins Thursdays 9-12, Sundays 12 – Dusk 

Broughton Poggs Tuesdays 9-12, Saturdays 12 – 6pm     

 

It’s wonderful to see the bluebells again! I never tire of seeing the carpets of blue in woodland glades. 
They are closer to their ‘normal’ time with the cold spring this year – though still are well up before May 
begins. Spring is on average coming two weeks earlier than it used to and this is having an impact of 

nature. There used to be a fine balance between new leaves coming out on the trees, caterpillars 
hatching to eat them and broods of baby birds ready to eat the caterpillars. This is now all a bit topsy 
turvy, though there has been some encouraging research at Wytham Woods near Oxford, which has 
shown that for some birds it has been helpful and the early spring can enable them to rear two broods 

in the summer. 

The Bible is full of nature and God’s love for the natural world. There is a wonderful passage about 
wild animals – ‘See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 
way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honour me, the jackals and the 
owls, because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland’ (Isaiah 43:19-20). As 
we look towards a new start springing up for our community, our nation and beyond – lets seek to re-
build a more sustainable world where there is space for all creatures, and lets honour God in how we 

live as part of his good creation. 

Take care and God Bless, Revd Margot Hodson, Filkins Vicarage 

Rev’d Margot Hodson   Rev’d Harry MacInness 

01367 860555    01993 845954 

margothodson@svbb.org.uk harrymacinnes@yahoo.co.uk 

 

For our online and church services see: www.svbb.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:sally.peach@mail.com
mailto:margothodson@svbb.org.uk
mailto:harrymacinnes@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.svbb.org.uk
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The pandemic has brought some difficult challenges but opportunities too. Like 
manyother villagers, Gardening Club members have used the time during the 
lockdowns toachieve things of which they are justifiably proud and here are 
some examples.There have been impressive developments in the grounds of 
Filkins Hall over the past year. The photographs show the rejuvenated herba-

ceous border; an excitingnew box “Stumpery” and the Rose Bed path re-
gained.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of our female members has made a first foray into woodworking – finding 
out how an electric drill works, using a saw and finding odd bits of wood in the 
garage.The aim was to make a raised bed within an existing larger one to 
crate a change of level. The ceramic plant saucer makes a bird bath and a 
place for the birds and other garden wildlife to drink. The small plants can now 
be easily seen whereas they were often lost in areas of the garden with taller 
plants.  
 
 
 
 
 
Time and green fingers mean that the family of one member at least will feast 
on home-grown food this year and have a lovely garden in which to enjoy it. In 
a different garden, the lady on the last photograph stands where a tree had to 
be removed and where a colourful new bed has now been created. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gardening Club is informal and friendly. If you are an adult village resident 
andwould like further information please look on the Filkins website under Lei-
sure or contact me on 01367 860282 or lucille68@btinternet.com 
Happy gardening,Lucille 
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SWINFORD MUSEUM 

 

THE VILLAGE CENTRE and PUBLIC BATHS 

Until 1935 the villagers of Filkins and Broughton Poggs bathed, as they had done for centuries in a tin tub 
in front of the fire. When Stafford Cripps came to the village he promptly fenced off a piece of ground 
where one of his fields touched the main street, and proceeded to build a village centre using local crafts-
men from Filkins and the villages around.  

The ground floor of the main building formed a waiting room and a surgery for the doctor, a changing 
room for players of games and three bathrooms for village use. On the first floor was the caretaker’s flat 
and above that were the tanks for a village water supply, the water being pumped from a well by electric-
ity. 

The west wing contained two small cottages suitable for old age pensioners. The first people to move into 
one of these were Mr and Mrs Lewis. 

 

 

 

 

The building was opened on 28 December 1935 by Mr George Lansbury, leader of the labour party who 
handed over the title deeds to Joe Swinford (George’s father) who was clerk to the Parish Council. 

Don Deaney, Trustee to the Swinford Museum and brother to Ena Constable shares his memories of the 
public bath. “The baths were only open on a Friday with women in the afternoon and the men in the even-
ing, you paid 6d and sat in the waiting room, which is now the shop. You would sit with your towel and 
your soap on your lap and queued, perhaps with five or six ahead of you, until it was your turn. You could 
fill the bath to the top with hot water so you never dashed in and dashed out so there may be a long wait. 
It was quite a meeting place really. 

The water for the baths was heated by a boiler in the cellar of the Village Centre and the caretaker then 
was Mr Withers who was a retired cobbler and invalid. Mrs Withers cleaned the baths between customers 
and called ‘next’ when it was ready. If you took too long she would knock on the door to remind you peo-
ple were waiting. 

In the winter one would sit in a hot bath and then come out and there may be snow on the ground so it 
was very cold. At the time it was a luxury to have a bath as no one had a bathroom in their homes, they 
used a tin bath in front of the fire. The only means of heating water would have been the open fire or a 
copper as until 1941 there was not even electricity in Hazels Lane.” 

The left hand bathroom became the kitchen to the village shop and the other two bathrooms on the right 
became the Post Office, which was run by Ena Constable for 34 years until her retirement in October last 
year. The Community Shop have taken over these two rooms revealing the original ceramic faced bricks 
so keeping the wonderful history of the building and provoking much interest. 

Diane Blackett 
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 Filkins Theatre Club held their AGM on 26th February 2021 in 

these Covid times via Zoom. All members were present 

and  we regretfully lamented the fact that no performances 

had been able to take place during 2020.  Michelle Heath 

was unanimously elected as Chair and Julia Neame Vice 

Chair.  Lynne Savage continues as Secretary. 

Our monthly readings do still continue and our schedule for 2021 and  generally 

they occur on the last Friday in the month. 

If you are interested in attending please contact our secretary Lynne Savege on 

savegelynn@gmail.com 

 
Dates for the Diary 

The programme planned for this year’s productions are: 

 

17th July :  A Summer rehearsed reading, directed by Jeremy Irwin Singer. If you 

are interest in taking part please contact Jeremy or Lynne on the email above. 

18th September: Richard Martin is to create a Murder Mystery/radio play,  with 

supper 

27th November: As last year we were unable to perform our Christmas Revue  we 

are planning one with audience participation, and live music.  A Christmas treat 

and something to look forward to.              

25th January 2022: Following on from Christmas we plan something new a Burns 

Night  Celebration – a chance to dust off those kilts and sharpen up your Scots 

accents,  to celebrate the Bard and his particular verse and to celebrate in true 

Scottish style with hopefully a reel or two. 

Last but not least if you are interested in joining Filkins Theatre please do contact 

us – everyone is welcome and we are particularly interested in young, old and 

new members.  Also if you fancy a go at Directing this diverse and interesting 

group of players then please do contact us . savegelynne@gmail.com 

Here’s hoping we shall be treading the boards and seeing you all in person in 

2021.                                                                                                         Lorraine Chitty 

Villager Bus Service  

 

 

The V25 Villager Bus Service is now back on its normal schedule of Wednes-
day mornings travelling to Carterton and Witney. The bus can be flagged 
down on its way down from the north of the village but stops opposite the 
bus stop for its main pick up. Details of the full timetable can be found on 
the noticeboard in the bus stop and on their website  
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Report on the Community Led Plan 
 
The editor asked me, as Chair, to report on this. You may remember an article back in January. Since then the 
steering group has not been able to meet because of the third lockdown and its impact on our lives. But we have 
been doing some work on some of the issues, and I would like to share a rather long list of things we’re currently 
looking at. I’ve grouped them under 6 headings. We won’t be able to do them all!  Please let us know if there is 
something else we should be looking at, as these are just first thoughts. 
 
Many of the things that have come up so far fall within the remit of the Parish Council, so it’s mad to spend time 
on them if the work is being done already. For instance, the traffic on the B4477 was an issue in the last (2005) 
plan, and speed limits were introduced in response to this, and the work of the traffic group continues. Similarly, 
the Parish Council is responsible for the dog waste bins, and it has worked hard to try and get the bus service re-
instated. So our job is to concentrate on areas that they don’t or can’t cover. 
 

Parking, traffic and transport 
Parking on the grass verges 
Install public electric vehicle charging point? 
Speeding within the village - possible 20mph limit 
 

Footpaths in the village and to the village 
Reinstate shortcut near school house from village street to B4477 
Footpath problems within the village, accessibility, signage, and maintenance of the surfaces 
New footpath map, a Filkins footpath guide (the WI did one in 1990’s, there’s scope to update it)   
Map of local walks, registration of any unregistered footpaths, national deadline for that is 2024. 
 

Social and community - for when we can meet again 
Welcome Pack for people moving in to village updated last year but needs to be distributed? 
Encourage better use of existing village facilities and organisations  
Playground – need to establish a user group to support it, raise funds etc. 
Possible new clubs: cycling, table tennis suggested 
Improve allotment facilities esp. water supply, fencing to keep out dogs. Perhaps we need an allotment holders’ 
committee to work on this. 
Education courses e.g. on defibrillator, first aid. 
 

 Environment and amenities 
Green issues – can we as a village do more e.g. wildflower meadows, orchard, bird boxes… 
Village litter pick and provision of litter bins  
Tree planting – possible sites? We’re about to lose ash trees. We have Vale Wood and Johns Wood and Village 
Orchard – can they be further improved for wildlife?  
Access to Johns Wood which is kept locked currently. 
New use for old phone box – PC are going to mend and re-paint  but should it be a book club? Or information 
point? Or a defibrillator point given that the north end of the village is quite far from the defibrillator at the vil-
lage hall.   
What is going to happen to the Methodist chapel and schoolroom? 
 

 Information – (seems to be constantly raised) 
More feedback was requested on what the parish council is doing/ has achieved 
What else is needed on the website? Does it need extra help/volunteers? 
Revamp village notice boards 
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Community Led Plan continued………. 
 
 
Things left over from the 2005 parish plan 

Mains gas and drainage were much wanted by those that don’t have them: Thames Water reported a provisional date 
for mains drainage for the village of 2010 – this has not happened. No recent news on gas supply. 

 
2. Conservation Area Design Statement – achieved from last CLP.  It is on the WODC website – and on ours. But, does 
anyone know about it, is it routinely adhered to? Is it useful? Is this something we should develop further? 
3. Affordable rented housing in the village, was flagged as an issue last time but unmet need was not identified then. 
This may have changed since then. 
 
This list is just to get us started. When we’re allowed out to talk to people face to face and hold meetings, we will be 
able to carry out proper consultations and develop a draft plan that takes everyone’s views into account. 
 
Teresa Smallbone, Chair of the Steering Group for the Community Led Plan 
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1st Prize 
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Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 

01367 860529. 

EASTER SCARECROW TRAIL 

What a fabulous display of beasties, bunnies and scarecrows were 

displayed over Easter week, such creativity and a joy to behold. 

Easter Sunday was so lovely there were lots of people walking the 

village to inspect them and it continued through the week. I spoke 

to one couple who has brought their family from Bampton as he 

had seen one as he passed through earlier.  Many windows and doors carried flow-

ers and wreaths so it was all lovely.   See the centre spread for pictures. 

We asked for people to cast their vote for their favourite scarecrow and there were 

plenty of emails into the St Filica inbox. So while all the entries were excellent and 

well executed, I am pleased to announce the winner is: 

The Walled Garden, with a fabulous Humpty Dumpty.  Congratulations!          

 Many thanks Michelle 

 

 

 

 

NGS OPEN GARDENS 2021 - BROUGHTON POGGS and FILKINS 

Sunday 30th May 2-6pm  

I am pleased to say that the Government's roadmap is on track and so we are able to go ahead 
with this year's opening.  To ensure the safety of visitors and everyone involved in the event, 
we have had a COVID 19 Risk Assessment undertaken by an independent H&S Consult-
ant.  Gardens and associated spaces will be configured to facilitate reasonable So-
cial Distancing and there will be Anti-viral hand sanitisation points in all gardens and at the 
paddock where the usual wonderful teas will be served.  So please come along with family and 
friends and enjoy the beautiful and varied gardens in our lovely villages and in turn you will be 
supporting the nursing and health charities which benefit from significant donations from the 
NGS.    

Avril Payne & Chris Carter 
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    A slightly different take on travel this month, Julian Choyce shares 

    some thoughts on lockdown 

                                                                      

I met Ann in Zimbawbe in 1986 during my training as a secondary school teacher, I 

had decided that once qualified I would volunteer to work abroad with V.S.O. If you 

haven’t heard of them before, V.S.O stands for Voluntary Service Overseas. They are 

a wonderful charity who post teachers, doctors, engineers, all sorts of professions to 

different parts of the developing world, often to help in the training of local people 

but essentially to work alongside the community. Postings back then were for two 

years.   

My posting was to Chinorumba Secondary School, near Zaka in Masvingo Province, 

Zimbabwe. I don’t think you’ll find it on google earth. Incidentally, for anyone in their 

twenties or below who can be bothered to read this, the internet didn’t exist then! A 

good days’ journey from the capital; Harare and far beyond any tarred roads, Chi-

norumba was a tiny township in the savannah, with a large baobab tree, a cluster of 

houses built from brick, straw and tin, a tiny junior school and the beginnings of a sec-

ondary school.  Water came from a well with a hand pump. The township had no 

electricity connection and the toilets were pit latrines.  Meanwhile, unknown to me, 

Ann was experiencing something similar at Rafamoyo Secondary School near Gutu.   

What has all this got to do with lockdown and 2021? Adjusting to new norms? Pa-

tience maybe?      My first realisation, living in Chinorumba, was that if I wanted to 

achieve anything it took time. Fetching water, washing, brushing my teeth, cooking, 

making a fire, having a cup of tea all took time and effort. Teaching began early. By 

lunchtime it was extremely hot. What to eat? A bottle store in the township stocked 

some tinned foods but mostly the local people farmed. They produced maize, on-

ions, tomatoes, spinach; basic foods to be sold at market.  Maize cobs would be tak-

en to a local mill, sometimes by bicycle, where they would be ground into powder. 

Mixed with water, the maize forms a stodgy porridge called sadza. It’s eaten with 

your hands and dipped in a relish. It’s filling and it is often eaten 3 times a day. I dis-

covered that I liked it! I also discovered that my students could even find me a chick-

en to go with it, often delivered alive and clucking after lessons.     

V.S.O required that we attend a language course in Harare. Learning a little Shona, 

the local language, was rapidly becoming a necessity! So now, Ann and myself, 

equipped with our phrase books, were picking up the essentials. Chatting to the lo-

cals, particularly elders in the village, I discover, is quite a process. Not stopping to 

talk is an affront. Masikati. Good day. Marara here? Did you sleep ok? Ndarara kana 

marara wo. I slept well if you slept also.  Zvakanaka. Things are ok. Zvakaipa. Things 

are ghastly. Meeting a complete stranger on a dusty pathway into town requires an 

established choreography of accompanying hand claps, taking time to listen. I had 

time.  

If I want to chat to Ann, in English for a change, it’s also a bit of a faff. I can’t tele-

phone. The nearest one’s about six hours away and mobiles haven’t been invented 

yet.  Texting’s out of the question because the word doesn’t exist. I can write a letter 
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though but it’s a two hour walk to post it. It will go by local bus and arrive in Gutu in 

about a week. The post arrives at the local post office in Zaka but the head boy has 

to cycle there with a heavy post bag to bring it back. No letter? Maybe next week. 

Patience. 

If I want to visit Ann in Rafamoyo it will take a day on local buses.  I ask the locals 

when the bus will arrive. They are hopeful that one will come. A lady sits beneath a 

tree knitting. Someone else is reading a book. Chickens and goats are ready to go on 

board before me. We’ll see a cloud of dust far away. The bus is coming. The roads 

are sand and corrugated rock. Punctures are common; I remember 5 in one  journey. 

Sleeping beside the bus to wait for a replacement happens once. At first, it’s im-

mensely frustrating but I’m becoming accustomed to setbacks. It’s a part of daily life. 

Sometimes the rains don’t arrive. The water table drops and the village bore hole fails. 

This means buckets and a long walk. At other times the countryside is lush and green, 

and the borehole is the centre of village gossip with queues of people and plastic 

drums balanced on heads, babies on hips, children carrying bottles and pans. Queu-

ing up patiently isn’t such a chore. It’s life here.    

When I get to Rafamoyo where Ann is teaching, I discover that she has a tiny fridge 

that runs on paraffin. This means one thing; cold beer! There’s Lion or Castle or Chibu-

ku.  Chibuku is served in a bucket and is a milky, sour yoghurt. It’s an acquired taste! 

On another visit the bus doesn’t arrive so, for something to do, we decide to memo-

rise the ingredients on sauce bottles and then have a quiz. Riboflavin? Correct! Garlic 

powder? Wrong!  It’s so hot that Ann has discovered how to bake a cake by burying 

a pot in the ground. I’ve learnt that sand can be used instead of Fairy liquid.  

There is definitely a knack to living here. Growing up in the UK hasn’t prepared me for 

the way time works. Teaching’s great but it can be frustrating.  Where are the re-

sources? Why aren’t there enough books? Why are the class sizes so big? Many stu-

dents fail to attend or pay the meagre fees. Why are the children tired? But I also re-

member watching a tiny child follow an ox ploughing a field in the dark before arriv-

ing at my lesson.    

Ironically, adjusting to living and working back in the UK after teaching in Zimbabwe 

was more challenging than we had anticipated. Living overseas can disorientate you 

in profound ways. Local people often subsist at a very basic level in developing coun-

tries, but baffling inequalities also co-exist. Communities are very strong.  Education is 

a precious commodity. Skills and resources are bartered and shared in unusual ways. 

Money isn’t always the currency you need. Nature impacts life directly. A bicycle can 

improve your standard of living and simple, practical, local solutions to problems are 

often best.  

Recently I was reading an article about a mother in Zimbabwe struggling with lock-

down, not only lockdown but the ravages that flooding in Zimbabwe and also 

drought had brought, coupled with an unimaginable economic collapse.  She 

feared the virus like us, but also the risk of starvation for her children if she was unable 

to sell from her stall in the capital.  Life felt precarious at times in Zimbabwe when it 

was relatively prosperous in the 80s. It feels as if lock downs have tested my patience 

this year but how bad is it elsewhere? Zvakaipa? 
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Notes of Parish Council meeting held on 14th April 2021 

The global  battle between the screen and reality was the hot topic of the meeting. Con-

flicting views about how to run the annual meeting which has to take place before 1st 

June  resulted in a lot of hand raising on our screens – our way of signifying we had some-

thing IMPORTANT to say. The APM  is complicated by the fact that zoom Parish Council  

meetings can’t legally be held after 7th May but ‘real’ meetings can’t take place indoors 

until 17th May. So do we opt for an early May get-together, despite the local elections and 

a bank holiday cluttering up the diary (yay! Not something I’ve said for a while) or wait un-

til after 17th May and invite everyone to bring their actual bodies to the village hall? Also 

complicated by the fact that the hall is only allowed to accommodate half its normal 

numbers according to the roadmap regulations  (and we’re not even sure if we can let 

you all  sit down) and it’s getting pretty booked up already. The screen fans won so the 

APM will be held via ZOOM on 5th May. Do join us – from the comfort of your own living 

room. Details of how to join are on the agenda on the website Filkins.org.uk  

One benefit of ZOOM meetings is that local councillors have been much in evidence reg-

ularly. You can see the advantages of being able to be present at PC meetings without 

ever having to leave home, particularly on a dreary winter’s evening. Carterton Mayor 

Councillor Nick Leverton investigated the possibility of CCTV at the top of  Hazells Lane to 

‘catch’ any large vans taking chunks out of villagers’ stone walls, following such an event 

when a  wall was seriously damaged. He reported that the cost would be £1200. We seem 

to have found a much cheaper way of doing it. Word of mouth. The best type of social 

media there is. Following our request for villagers to ask their shopping websites to use 

smaller vans on some of our narrow lanes, it was reported that a doughty delivery guy 

parked his van by the phone box and manhandled his heavy loads several times down 

Hazells Lane to reach their destination safely and without infracting our lovely but expen-

sive to rebuild Cotswold stone walls.  Hurrah for all those who took this on board from the 

last St Filica magazine.  

Planning is an ever-present issue in our conservation area. Yellow planning notices which 

alert us to changes in our locality are no longer posted at so many locations and if a prop-

erty is off the public road, it’s likely no one will ever see the notice, apart from the resi-

dents. We do put planning notices on our website,  or you can register on WODC for 

alerts. We are discussing whether to also put planning applications on our village notice-

boards.  

As usual, lockdown has prevented us from being able to progress some matters, not from 

want of trying, though!  We are still waiting for a third quote for the work to the cemetery;  

no news on the pear trees by the Gassons; we are still waiting for the new financial year 

for WODC to commission  the village sign, which will be in the same location and image 

as the old one at the Burford end of the village as opposed to the Lechlade end; no news 

on the vertiginous ramp by the old blacksmiths; and a detailed plan has been received 

regarding the museum shed which is proposed to be sited in the garden between the vil-

lage centre and the allotments which will be considered before the next meeting on 5th 

May.  
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 Parish Council continued…….. 

the bund recently and he was happy with its functionality;  we are pursuing the Ern-

est Cook Trust re the postponed pollarding of the willows  at the end of Rouses Lane;  

we reiterated our pledged budget of £500 to upgrade the telephone box though it 

was noted that the overspill from the shop into the old post office was now running a 

book swap/library. It was suggested that perhaps the Commmunity Led Plan could 

be involved in this, together with the playground which is having its annual ROSPA 

report in April following councillor Roland White’s work on the slides and the gate.  

Regarding the extension to the kickabout field next to the playground, the Ernest 

Cook Trust is currently undertaking a wildlife survey so can’t make a decision yet; and 

the Gardens Open on 30th May will use Hardcastles Field for overflow parking. Our 

village bus started up again on 14th April while Lee Bennett is continuing to liaise with 

the Witney-Oxford Transport Group who are trying to resurrect a railway line in this ar-

ea though it was noted that our local MP, Robert Courts, has indicated there is a lot 

of money available for local transport. It was agreed that the PC would liaise with 

various local parish councils re the new rail link, inviting its founder, Charles Maynard, 

to address the meeting. Many of you may have noticed the seeming increase in 

overhead flight traffic recently. RAF flight patterns – their approaches and take-off 

circuits, as well as local night flying noise abatement procedures – are published and 

we will be putting them on our website so you can see when they are going to be 

busy and plan outdoor events accordingly. Apparently, Easter Sunday  was a train-

ing day! 

As usual I will leave the minutiae of our accounts to the minutes but some really 

good news is that the Village Centre has been given a grant of £9,907 by WODC in 

recognition of the loss of income from the swimming pool in 2020 and also in early 

2021 (as our season will be truncated). This will come in really useful after our spend-

ing on upgrading the toilets and changing rooms, which will be finished by the end 

of April. The swimming pool should open the last week in June when Councillor Irwin-

Singer suggested a ceremony to acknowledge the refurbishment and the opening. It 

might interest you to know that the protocols that will still need to be in place after 

opening – toilets cleaned regularly, hot water and soap on hand at all times, sign-

age - could add another £1500 a year to the costs of running the pool.  We have 

£4994 left to allocate to projects such as pumping out the basement, cemetery 

trees, a new strimmer for groundsman Les (who villagers commend for his sterling 

work) and the swimming pool wall which needs repair.  

Finally, and importantly, after June 21st when the country opens up (hopefully!), the 

Community Led Plan should get going again. There are lots of issues which chair, Te-

resa Irwin-Singer,  and her team have highlighted from parking and traffic to village 

footpaths, welcome packs for new neighbours, new clubs, improved allotment facili-

ties, maintenance of open land, dog poo, tree planting, local information, the play-

ground, affordable rented housing and a host of other worthwhile issues. CLP team – 

be ready for action in July! 

The Annual Parish Meeting is on 5th May at 7,30pm on Zoom. This will be followed by 

the Annual Parish Council meeting.  
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Jersey Royal and Wild Garlic Quiche 

This could not be more seasonal and really quite delicious, rich, and  very different from 
your normal quiche particularly with the nutty pastry.   

There should be plenty of Wild Garlic around for the next few weeks and it is well worth 
the effort of picking it (if you or your neighbours don’t have it in your garden I know a 
great place in Eastleach where it grows.. so just ask!).  

Ingredients for the Pastry 

170g plain flour 

30g toasted hazelnuts, ground to a powder 

120g cold butter, diced 

1 egg yolk 

 For the filling: 

30ml double cream 

6 egg yolks 

150g Cheddar Cheese, grated 

70g small Jersey Royal potatoes, cooked and halved 

100g + wild garlic leaves, wilted, cooled, and squeezed out 

Thyme leaves 

Method.   

To make the pastry, place flour, hazelnuts and 1 tsp salt in a food processor.  Add the butter 
and pulse briefly until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Add the egg yok and briefly blend 
again before adding 2-3 tbsp cold water (add gradually in case you don’t need it all – or you 
might need more) until you have an able to handle soft, smooth dough. 

Remove dough from the mixer, wrap in clingfilm and leave in fridge for about an hour.   

Heat the oven to 190C (Fan 170C).  Heat a baking tray in oven. 

Roll pastry out on lightly floured surface to thickness of £1 coin large enough to line a 22cm 
loose bottomed tart tin.  Line the tin, pressing gently into edges, allowing the excess pastry to 
fall over the sides.  Line with tart with baking paper and baking beans and cook blind in the ov-
en for about 15-20 mins on the baking tray. Remove from oven and take out the baking paper 
and beans, prick base a couple of times with a fork and return tart to oven for another 10-15 
minutes until pastry is golden and cooked through.  

Remove from oven and allow to cool for a short time. Gently cut off the excess pastry around 
the edges using a serrated knife.   

Reduce oven temperature to 140C (Fan 120C).   

Make filling by whisking together the egg yolks, double cream and thyme leaves.  Season with 
salt and pepper.  Stir in grated cheese, cooked potatoes and wild garlic.  Pour mixture into pas-
try case and return to oven still on baking tray.  Bake for 30-40 minutes until the filling is set and 
light golden.  Remove from oven, allow to cool in tin for 15 minutes before removing from tin.  
Serve with crunchy salad.  Magnificent!  Also tastes great cold. 

Wondering what to do with the egg whites.. well whip up with some sugar to make the me-
ringue, spread on baking sheet and bake at the same time as the filled tart, leave to cool then 
decorate with some lovely berries and a dollop of crème fraiche (you have had enough cream 
already in the tart!!! 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 10 –11  

 01367 860 239 

Remember Veg Box Thursday.  

Let Lynne know what you require by 5pm on Tuesday 

evening, veg, fish and bread from the market and 

we can deliver.   savegelynne@gmail.com 

This is not just a lockdown service, anyone can join 

your village shop is here to serve 

NEWS...NEWS...NEWS…. 

When the weather is good come and join us every 

Saturday morning for coffee served from the Old 

Post office rooms. 

Great way to get together……….. 

 

Fresh croissants on Saturday mornings and sour-

dough on Mondays  … email Lynne as below 


