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Most of us surely have some favourite things in our houses, they are what make it our home
0 perhaps a family heirloom, carefully chosen pictures or pottery that remind us of people,
places or holidays; but how often do we actually pause near them and reflect, or have

they just become background?

WH Davies the welsh poet wrote: What is life if, full of care
we have no time to stop and stare

| pondered those lines for a while last week as | circulated with my duster and related them
to this current lockdown. Most of us probably now have more time to stop and stare, may-
be out of the window at the birds on the feeders or the plants pushing up through the fro-
zen soil, but | spent a little while actually standing in front of my pictures and feeling again
the joy in the choosing, holding bowls and admiring the textures and craftmanship, and

the picture painted by a friend | have not seen in 3 years. Books can conjure up the

where and whydéds, read on a sandy beach, schooq

a photobook, a gift of my long holiday down under. Even a favourite plate to serve a soli-
tary afternoon tea. Such things give a much needed fillip.

I know I 6&m privileged to have only myself
home or keep more balls in the air than ever, but this enforced go slow has proved for me

in some ways a positive experience. Busy as you may be, | encourage you to take a short
breakéto stop and stareéit is good for our
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Village Lottery Winner March: Jude Oliver -Jones
Thank you for supporting us

Tickets continue to be available in Our Village Shop or from me, Pauline Care 860969.
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Notes from the PC meeting 10th February 2021

Like the vaccination programme, the Village Centre refurbishment plans are on
schedule! So if we are allowed to swim in groups this year, you will have brand new
changing and toilet facilities to enjoy. The dilemma now is whether to install a pump
in the cellar to keep the rising water level down to one foot deep. The cellar has
been waterlogged for a long time with no seeming ill effects and the pump cost is

at the next meeting as opinions are divided among even local experts about the
long -term effect of the water.

Alan Heath on behalf of the shop reiterated their enthusiasm for taking over the Post
Office area on a permanent and rent -paying basis, which would not obviate the vil-
lage having another post office facility in the future and which would allow the shop

to increase its range of goods. It was agreed by the PC. Alan also mentioned that

the shop is fundraising for a new bench outside the front of the centre.

Local councillor Suzi Coull joined us again, reporting that the upcoming budget dis-
cussions dominate the District Council, with Covid recovery plans still ongoing and
some robust conversations around planning. Which also happens in the Parish Coun-
cil meetings, mostly due to work being done outside the scope of the original plan-
ning permission.

The plans for tidying up the cemetery continue slowly, mostly due to the difficulty in
obtaining three quotes. The idea is to trim the avenue of trees, put some hardcore
down, put gravel down either side to the sundial and cut the trees back on the left
hand side whose branches are overhangin
four days work. Quotes so far range from £2700 to £3100, whereas the PC has budg-
eted just £1600, although we could top it up with some of the village of the Year
monies as it is a community project.

If we replace the street lights near Holloway Cottage and up Rouses Lane, we will be
halfway towards replacing all village lighting with more cost effective versions. We
have £1200 in the budget and have been quoted £994.83 for the work plus one new
bracket.

The ongoing story of the fruit trees outside Bulls Close continues. Chris Carter from
Colvin & Moggridge kindly advised the meeting on replacements. He stated that the
double fl owered wild cherry might be an
fruit. These trees could reach a height of 7 m (24 ft) so taller than the present ones

and they will create slightly more shade for the neighbouring front gardens. Other-

noted that the verges are full of services which could make planting complicated
and means we should talk to the OCC re safe removal of the existing trees. It was
agreed to consult with Bulls Close residents

An unsolved mystery which required the help of villagers - the whereabouts of the

solved but the possibility of a replacement being commissioned is closer. WODC said
they wonodot replace the sign until they

A730. The PC is checking back to our recenHt
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Continued/ é.

have located a picture of the sign, thanks to Richard Martin which can prove its exist-
ence, though no one knows who spirited it away. WODC is also looking to repair the
white bridge/railings over the brook towards Goodfellows while a meeting re the

Bund will take place after lockdown ends and the willows at the environment pond

will be pollarded in mid March. Noelle Walsh

PATH WARDEN

We need your help! Do you enjoy walking the footpaths around Filkins & Broughton
Poggs?We are looking for a new path wérdertould you spare a little time when you
are beating the boundarijesé

ThePath Wardenjob entails reporting on a specific OCC-sitayleave markers that t;e
missing, problems with blocked paths, stiles that need repairing. When reported JOCC w
contact landowners for any repairs etc.

If you think this could be for you please contact the Clerk: Cris Hoad

filkinsclerk@hotmail.com

From Robert Courts -

I know how challenging 2020 was for all of us and that, in some ways, 2021 feels all
too familiar. However, though we may be in lockdown now, there is light at the end

of the tunnel. With three vaccines now approved for use in the UK, including our own
local Oxford/AstraZeneca jab, we are now well on the way to vaccinating our top

four priority groups in record time. At the time of writing, over 10 million people have
been vaccinated and this grows every day. This is a hugely significant achievement
which is testament to the inspirational leadership that has been shown by local NHS
organisations', GPs and health coordinators. This, along with longer days, lighter eve-
nings and the beginning of a beautiful West Oxfordshire spring is sure to lift spirits in
this challenging time.

| have seen the excellent work of everyone at our local vaccination hubs for myself.

The professionalism and efficiency they are sl
to this vital cause. | am also encouraged that so many people across West Oxon are

taking up the vaccine when offered. Itis this dedication and resolve which speaks to

me in these challenging times and shows me that we will overcome this.

We are also once again seeing the huge outpouring of community spirit and good
will that warmed us all in 2020. | would encourage everyone to check in on family,
friends and neighbours, particularly those who may live alone, the vulnerable and
those separated from their loved ones. Sometimes even just a phone call can do the
world of good.

My team and | continue to work hard from home on your behalf and we remain ac-
cessible throughout lockdown. Please do not hesitate to get in touch at rob-
ert@robertcourts.co.uk if there is anything at all we can do.
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KENNETH (KEN) RICHARDS
August 1948 d January 2021

of January this year aged 72. He was the eldest child of five siblings, three boys and two
girls.

The family moved from Newton Abbot, Devon to The Clock House at Manor Farm, Brough-
ton Poggs where his father had a job on the farm for Mr Pearce in 1955. Ken attended Filkins
school and can be seen below, on the left with my brother David on the right. They are look-
ing quite serious but the photo was taken at the school which may explain it!

Ken was a member of the church choir and is seen in the centre front at this Choir outing
with Rev Bernard Chick in the 60s.

After leaving Burford school Ken initially worked on the farm in Broughton but later ob-
tained a position as manager on a farm at Oxford as he loved the outdoor life of shooting
and ferreting, and became Oxfordshire champion at clay pigeon shooting and also enjoyed
motoring sports, speedway riding at Weymouth. He met and married Nicky who sadly
died of cancer in 2013. Around this ti me
robbed him of his mobility but his mind stayed alert. It was this same disease which his
younger brother Steven died of in 2017.

Diane Blackett

Sadly another o6village boyd has died. Kenreth




