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I’m not often lost for words but frankly I don’t know where to start or what 
to write this month.  Life seems to have become more restricted than ever, 
the news from all round the world is pretty grim and one gets the feeling 
that whatever we do or are asked to do is not having much effect on this 
ghastly virus.  But being a glass half full kind of person (and my glass is lit-
erally more often than not full to the brim these evenings), there has to be 
hope.  Vaccines are being rolled out, the village shop and kind neighbours 
are looking out for us and the snowdrops are peaking above ground. Stay 
well, safe and positive (in mind not Covid!!)                                            Ed 

 

February 18th  Deadline for March 

Contact the editor:  Jane Martin    

                    stfilica@mail.com 

         Village Lottery Winners    January:    Rachel & Lee Avery 

                                     February:  Colin & Fran Daniels 

Tickets continue to be available in Our Village Shop or from me, Pauline Care 860969.   

                                     We wish you all a safe, healthy and Happy New Year 
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From the Vicarage 

Are you someone who likes to have plans - dates in your diary and everything possible organ-
ised? Or are you a free spirit – someone who finds all those plans to be a bit of a straight 

jacket and would much rather be free to decide on the day? Most of us are somewhere in be-
tween these tendencies but I think we would agree that 2020 turned us all into ‘last-minuters’ 
to some extent – holidays cancelled, family gatherings sifted onto zoom and so many things 
were postponed. We are now a month into 2021 and we are still having to learn how to sit 

easy with plans for this year. Most of us will drop everything when our call up comes for vac-
cination and we continue to be hugely grateful to the NHS and all those supporting our com-

munities. But we don’t know exactly when things will improve and what 2021 will bring us. 

If we can’t see the way forward ourselves, we can put our trust in the one who can. God will 
guide us through this year and is alongside us as we take each step forward. We cannot see 
the future but he knows us and knows how to guide and support us for all that is up ahead. 

Take care and God Bless 

Revd Margot Hodson, Filkins Vicarage 

 

St Peters Filkins – Church Opening Times 

St. Peters Filkins remains open for private prayer and reflection between 9am and 12 noon 
every Thursday, and noon until dusk every Sunday. Do remember to wear a mask inside 
the Church, and follow the instructions you will see when you enter. Please do come in – reg-

ular churchgoer or not - it is your Church, and a calm and beautiful place to sit and think 

If you would like to access the Church at other times, or would like to visit to St Peters 
Broughton Poggs then do please contact the Churchwardens. 

 

For our online and church services see: www.svbb.org.uk 

With all best wishes from Harry, Margot and the PCC, and stay well, 

                    Gill Allison         Charlie Payne 

                   Churchwarden 01367 860787  Churchwarden 01367 860529 

   

 

Benefice Website www.svbb.org.uk 
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Advent Windows….. 

Such a brilliant idea and what a wonderful collection 

of beautiful and inventive window displays..  to be 

able to walk the villages and participate even at a 

distance with the Christmas Countdown was a joy. 
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Our village in winter 

Seeing the picture overleaf made me think how lovely our village is even in winter and 
I invited Gardening Club members to share photographs with each other. I was thrilled 
by the wonderful response as we looked at the beauty of plants and gardens. There is-
n’t space to include many but I hope these inspire you to look closely at your own 
plants whatever the weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep warm and keep safe and enjoy your garden whenever possible 

Lucille 

Lucille68@btinternet.com 

mailto:Lucille68@btinternet.com
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I came across this lovely painting done by Ronnie a few years ago.  She has kindly 

given permission for it to be included and you probably recognise the location. 

                                  

     Lucille 

                                         

 

                                        Ian Bailey 1945 - 2020 
 
In memory of Ian Bailey of Taylor Cottage who tragically died in a 
road traffic accident on Saturday 19th December whilst cycling on 
the A361. Our thoughts are with Ronnie and their family. 
 
Ian and Ronnie moved to Filkins in 2006 from Marcham. Ian had 
worked in science support engineering at The Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratory at Chilton. Both he and Ronnie were very supportive of 
local events and organisations in Filkins and he was a regular sight 
cycling in the village and the surrounding countryside. Among his 
many interests was attending art classes at the West Oxon Arts 
Gallery in Bampton. 
 
Ronnie would like to thank all of you that have expressed your con-
dolences. 

 
 

( 
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Notes from the PC meeting 11th Jan 2021 

New Year, new building work. Yes, it’s started! The renovations of the Village 

Centre began on 11th January and  we have been told they will be finished in 

about six weeks. There is a cage with a skip inside it in the car park area in front 

of the shop but you can make your way round the back of it to the playground 

and allotments but do be careful. Or via the stile in the kickabout field wall. 

Meanwhile, the shop has temporarily taken over the Post Office premises as stor-

age until the village centre works are completed and a permanent solution can 

be found. Suggestions for using the post office space for the benefit of the vil-

lage welcome. At the moment, there is a slight possibility that the new Minster 

Lovell postmaster may be interested in running an outreach in the village though 

that doesn’t have to take place in the post office room. We are on the list still for 

a mobile service. Cllr Ford is following up. 

Planning raises the usual issues of retrospective permissions being applied for. The 

Parish Council urge villagers on the brink of applying to WODC to check the PC 

Planning Policy on our website first and approach the PC so we can all smooth 

the way to a successful conclusion. The Community Led Plan continues to pro-

gress under the enthusiastic chairship of Teresa Irwin-Singer. She has talked to all 

the CLP members but not everyone has access to zoom so it is difficult to pro-

gress more quickly during the lockdown. Last month’s  PC  meeting reported that 

OCC had refused to give us permission to remove the trees by the phone box on 

the edge of Bulls Close parking area. They have now had a change of heart 

and agreed to remove the trees if the PC replaces them with two trees which 

don’t have falling fruit causing pavement slippiness and car damage. The trees 

will be the responsibility of the PC for five years, before passing back to the OCC. 

Cllr Ford suggested that there may be grants for tree planting which we will in-

vestigate. Suggestions for appropriate trees welcome. We are also adding  what 

used to be OCC’s responsibility for grass cutting to our regular routine which 

OCC is paying for as from April.  

As part of a rolling campaign to replace all the lights in the village with the new 

style which are more electric efficient and which are only on from 4pm-midnight, 

Rouses Lane is next in line.  We are waiting for David Page to come back to us 

with a quote and timetable. Meanwhile, WODC have furnished us with a new 

lease for the Gassons allotments, having lost the original lease which was re-

placed by a copy we had. The new lease started in December 2020 and runs for 

6 years.  The PC is waiting for a proposal from the Museum trustees re the build-

ing of a shed in the garden area between the village centre and the allotments 

to store valuable historical documents and artefacts for which planning permis-

sion may be needed.  

The next meeting is on 10 February.                                     Noelle Walsh 
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Due to an unprecedented 2020, we were only able to hold 

one event,  the appearance of Father Christmas; now in 

some eyes possibly the most important one, but this sadly  

meant no income to the coffers.  We are unable to hold our 

usual AGM but as there is no money to give away, that is sad 

but not vital. 

In the light of current restrictions it has been decided not to hold the Ball 

in July this year. Even with vaccinations and easing of rules it may be too 

late for confidence to have returned.  Perhaps 2022 will be OUR YEAR! 

However the committee will not rest on its laurels and 

are planning possible outdoor events and how about 

an  Easter themed Scarecrow Trail?  Anyone who 

wishes to make one for display outside their home 

from Saturday 3rd until Saturday 10th April.  
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                                                   Continuing our occasional travel column… 

                                                   we haven’t been doing much of that in 

                                                   the last 9 months, so I hope you enjoy one 

                                                   of my trips.  Jane Martin 

 

  ICELAND 2016 

On each of my travels since forever, I have kept a diary and in the past few weeks 

with little else demanding I have been re-reading some.  It is amazing what one for-

gets and it is lovely to look back and re-experience some of the places and people I 

saw and met. 

Because it is winter and we recently had the closest 

alignment of planets Jupiter and Saturn in hundreds of 

years, I was thinking about celestial happenings and was 

reminded of my trip to Iceland in search of the Northern 

Lights.  I knew little about the phenomena but attended 

a presentation to learn a lot more and hoped that alt-

hough at the end of their eleven year cycle I stood a 

50/50 chance of seeing some activity (clear skies permit-

ting). 

Reykjavik is quite a small town of colourful houses and 

well laid out streets and boasts an interesting National 

Gallery and a spectacular Lutheran church, consecrat-

ed in 1986.  It stands like an ice mountain   made of or-

gan pipe like columns of white and rising to nearly 75 

metres.  Inside is flooded with light from narrow windows 

created by immensely tall arches, so stark and beautiful. 

I took a coach tour (self–drive car hire not an option!) on 

the Golden Circle route, into the Thingvellir National Park 

and taking in the best sites.  The geology of the island is 

fascinating, I stood on the very edge of the European 

tectonic plate with a vast rift valley between me and the 

opposite edge of the Asiatic plate, the rift is moving 

about 3cm a year.  It was up here that the old parlia-

ment the Althingi was held, Iceland has the oldest parlia-

ment in the world, operating since 930AD.  Famous for its 

hot springs I was still astonished by Geysir and Strokkur. 

Incredibly treacherous underfoot, crampons would have 

been a useful addition to my walking boots, for at each eruption, about every 8 

minutes, a huge sulphurous plume shot metres into the air, falling to earth and freezing 

almost immediately to form another lethal layer of ice.  If one was downwind one got 

soaked, I had eaten my packed lunch at a safe distance and noted where to stand!   
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On to the Gullfoss Falls, the golden waterfall.  Golden be-

cause the river flows from a glacier  full of sediment and 

debris; 33m high and in two falls at almost 35 degrees to 

each other, the longest drop being 21m.  As it was March 

it was half frozen giving immense icicles and weird for-

mations, it’s easy to see why trolls are a part of Icelandic 

folklore.  I was glad of my thermals and waterproofs for 

the wind was biting, temperatures low and flurries of snow, 

so the lower viewing area was out of bounds, but a spec-

tacular edifice. 

As we travelled around the island the scenery was stun-

ning, vast expanses of snow and nothingness, odd cabins 

dotted about – in summer there is a lot of  hiking – summer 

means a maximum temperature of 15 degrees C, but lots 

of daylight!  Farm animals are all kept indoors in winter 

with the exception of the horses.  Hardy creatures, quite 

small in stature, hairy and multicoloured, there were large 

paddocks of 20 to 30.  Again in summer there is much 

trekking which could be fun.  The Icelandic horse has five 

paces, against the usual four, it comes between canter 

and gallop and is a four-time gait but one foot is always in 

contact with the ground, it results in a very smooth ride, 

no need to rise as in trot, and can be extremely fast, think 

of a horse literally running.  There is apparently great com-

petition amongst owners to see who can go fastest, I’d 

love to have seen those races. 

Very exciting on the way back to town when we were 

caught in a sudden snowstorm a real ‘white out’.  Luckily 

our driver was a pro and we negotiated the winding downhill road successfully, not 

good for the faint hearted on board. 

That evening the aurora borealis was forecast to make an appearance, I sat outside 

wrapped in blankets (with a large brandy), for 3 hours  and was rewarded with green 

streaks and swirls, glowing then fading, and often pulsing, very sci-fi. The best was a 

huge shape like a whale’s fluke, which seemed to move round me, totally magical and 

slightly weird,  impossible to photograph without special equipment. The souvenir books 

are full of pictures of shimmering curtains of purple, green and pink lights but must be 

the collection of years.  I was so lucky to have witnessed what I did and better to re-

member it in my mind.          
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               Saturday 21st August 2021 

     

I know it seems a long way off, but I reckon more of us will be spending 

more time in our gardens again this year .  If you are currently indoors 

and perhaps browsing the seed catalogues, think ahead to our show.  

Last year we managed a stunningly successful one on the paddock 

and I see no reason why we can’t repeat it this year, whether indoor or 

out.  So we don’t need 5 foot leeks or giant gooseberries (heaviest po-

tatoes yes), but plant for a wide range and make 2021 a bumper year. 

 

Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

 

In the first instance those requiring a lift should call Theo Hodges on 

07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If Theo is for 

any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 

07557 048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 

01367 860529. 

 



 

 
Issue 206 February 2021 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

11 

 

   
Vegetable Casserole with Dumplings 

The above title is a very dull sounding one for what is a very tasty dish.   A proper 

winter warmer taken from a newspaper quite recently.  This is a vegetarian recipe 

however you can do a non vegetarian wone by just cutting some chicken breasts 

into slices, browning them well in  a little oil in a frying pan and then adding to the 

casserole for the last half hour of cooking in the oven along with the dumplings.  

Both options excellent! 

 Ingredients  

1 tbsp olive oil 

1 onion, chopped 

Salt and freshly ground black  pepper 

3 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

Pinch of dried chilli flakes 

2 leeks , trimmed and thickly sliced 

3 carrots, peeled and roughly chopped 

2 celery sticks, roughly chopped 

1 tbsp plain flour 

900ml  hot vegetable stock (if you can make fresh even better but a cube will 

do!) 

400g can haricot beans, drained and rinsed 

Few sprigs of rosemary 

225g self-raising flour 

115g vegetable suet 

2 tbsp finely chopped flat-leafed parsley 

Method  

Preheat the oven to 160cC/Gas 3.  Heat the oil in a large flameproof casserole 

over a medium heat, add the onion and cook for a 3-4 minutes until soft.  Season 

with salt and pepper then stir through the garlic and chilli flakes.   

Add the leek, carrots, and celery for a further 10 mins, stirring occasionally until 

softened.  Stir in the plain flour, then gradually stir in the stock.  Add the Haricot 

beans and rosemary.  Bring to the boil, then reduce to a simmer.   Cover and put 

in the oven for an hour, checking on the liquid level as it cooks topping up with 

more stock if needed. 

While this is cooking, prepare the dumplings.  Mix together the self-raising flour, su-

et and parsley and season well.  Add about 120ml cold water to form soft, slightly 

sticky dough, trickling in more water if it becomes too dry.   Form into 12 balls and 

drop them into the stew for the final 30 minutes of cooking.  Push them down a 

little so they are immersed and cover with the lid.  Remove the lid for the final 10 

minutes or until the dumplings are browned.  Remove the rosemary, ladle the cas-

serole into warmed bowls and serve with crusty bread. 
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Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day Morning Afternoon 

Monday 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday  3 –4 

Thursday 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday 10 –11  

 01367 860 239 

 

- We have some new ranges you might like to try, frozen 
ready meals, sauces and soups from Mustard, eg 

• Butter chicken Makami 

• Peppercorn sauce 

• Porcini sauce 

• Carrot, turmeric and ginger soup  

- local Faringdon honey 

Ring 01367 860239 (shop) or email savegelynne@gmail.com 

To our wonderful customers - we’d like to say a  
Big thank you to all for your support. We have had an 

amazing year and want to assure you that we are 
here for you, just let us know what you want 


