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October 2020  Issue 202 

Season of mists and mellow fruitful-
ness - it seems to be here. At time of writ-
ing there have been some mornings with 
a definite nip and sometimes an actual 
mist, but with stunning days to follow.  
Hopefully we will enjoy a good ‘back end’ 
as they say in Cumbria. 

Disappointing news on the Corvid 19 
front, restrictions to gatherings of 6 now, 
just as we thought we might be reaching 
a plateau. Our villagers have been won-
derful in their support of one another to 
date but just a reminder that with the on-
coming dark evenings and perhaps less 
kind weather, support will still be needed, 
if not more so. Keeping in touch by tele-
phone particularly with those living alone 
may be welcome. 

Village Playground:  When I first came 
to Filkins the playground by the swimming 
pool bore similarities to those of my child-
hood, a long ‘banana slide’ reached by 
high steps, a ‘witches hat’ roundabout 
and the double swing, all surrounded by 
tarmac. With increasing safety awareness 
and litigious society some of this equip-
ment was considered dangerous and re-
moved, (again in my day...I know crusty 
old bat… bumps, bruises and the odd 
broken collarbone/wrist were part of grow-
ing up!).  

In 2000 there was a great push to raise 
funds to update the playground, led by 
parents and supported by almost the en-
tire village, as it was seen as a fantastic 
asset. Coffee mornings and events raised 
the amazing sum of £7000 which was 
then matched by the WODC. The present 
helter-skelter and a range of wooden ac-
tivity equipment were installed with kinder 

bark chipping surfaces and it was a joy to 
use.  Many of our 30 something children 
spent hours playing there and parents too 
enjoyed companionship. 

Now in 2020 some of the smaller pieces 
have  already been removed and much of 
the wood is rotting, so  again it is time to 
regroup,  Kevin Robbins has tried on two 
occasions to hold a meeting to discuss 
the way forward  with little success (only 
one retired couple actually turned up!). He 
has been active in the care and safety of  
the existing stuff and there is a plan as to 
what could be done next to improve the 

facility, but it depends on 
you…yes you, parents, 
grandparents and villagers 
who take a pride in what 
we offer; there are around  

26 children under 10 in our villages, plus 
visiting friends and grandchildren who 
could benefit, let’s not waste this valuable 
resource. I appreciate that gatherings 
such as coffee mornings are not viable 
currently, and the winter approaches  but  
where there’s a will there must be a way 
so thinking hats on and let’s see if we 
can’t at least make a plan for next year.  

Contact me or Kevin 
(kevinrobbins4@gmail.com)              Ed 

 

(during this Covid period the play-
ground had to be closed, but please 
check with Kevin on the current situa-
tion as I think it is under review) 

October  20th    Deadline for November 

Contact the editor:  stfilica@mail.com 
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Filkins & Broughton Poggs 

Food Bank Collections.    

(an update from Moira and Don) 

Given the continued uncertainty of living with Covid and what normality may 

look like in the future, we thought a short update on the Food Bank activities 

may be worthwhile. 

The initiative grew out of the Community Lunch Club, which was forced to sus-

pend its get togethers following the February lunch. As a result, the collection 

point for F.B. donations was transferred from the Village Hall to the Village Shop 

where it remains. Many villagers have continued to generously support the ac-

tivity and we delivered our 9th box of food items to the Witney & W. Oxfordshire 

Food Bank HQ on 8th September.  

Sometimes, it’s easy to lose sight of the impact a donation such as ours can 

have and even who can benefit? and is it still necessary?  So, for information 

and interest, - just a few facts:- 

The largest Food Bank organisation in the UK is the Trussell Trust and it manag-

es the Witney branch amongst many others. 

In the year 2011-2012 it distributed 128,697 3 day food bank parcels to fami-

lies in crisis in the UK. By 2016-2017 that number had risen to 1,182,954 and 

by last year (2019-2020), the number was 1,900,122. (more than 5,200 par-

cels every day). 

Families in need of this help must firstly be referred by a range of care profes-

sionals such as social workers; doctors; schools and local charities, each of 

which is required to issue vouchers for use at the Food Bank. 

The top 3 referral causes are:- low income; benefit delays; and benefit 

changes. 

Unemployment in the 3 months to March stood at 3.9% and the B of E fore-

cast by the end of the year is 7.5%. Additionally the furlough scheme is 

scheduled to finish at the end of October. 

Between March and May of this year 730,000 people lost their jobs with wom-

en being in a large majority. 

In July, 2.7m people were claiming unemployment benefit – an increase of 

116.8% since March. 

Clearly there are lots of reasons why families fall into need and the foodbank 

provides a real safety net for them. So, thank you to all who continue to donate, 

it really does make a difference for many in our local area. 

If you want further information with regards to the Witney FB – email:-  

info@witney.foodbank.org.uk. Or phone 01993 890000 

mailto:info@witney.foodbank.org.uk
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SWINFORD MUSEUM 

 

Well the season has ended for the museum and sadly we were unable to open. 

However the two exhibitions which were held to celebrate VE Day and VJ Day 

were well attended, thank you to all those who braved the virus and kept socially 

distanced to visit the exhibitions. Overall we had nearly 200 visitors and made over 

£500 which will help towards the setting up of the new office. Thank you to all of you 

who loaned items for the exhibition, which had lovely stories to accompany them 

but also very sad tales too.  

The carved coconut from Colin Barry-Smith was amazing and was made by a Jap-

anese prisoner of war and the items loaned by Helen Dunmall’s grandfather who 

spent time at prisoner of war camps in the region and traded cigarettes with Ger-

man prisoners of war for scraps of aircraft aluminium and perspex from aeroplane  

windows.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The office premises is progressing well albeit slowly, we are awaiting the SEB to install 

a new electric meter and also awaiting approval of change of use. Hopefully we 

will be able to start moving in before Christmas! 

Thank you one and all for your continued support of the Swinford Museum, it is 

much appreciated.                             

Diane Blackett 
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                         St Filica Bi-Annual Village Ball July 3
rd

 2021  

                                     Call for Theme Suggestions 

 

Unfortunately, Covid-19 has meant we have had to cancel all our planned 
social events for this year, although Father Christmas still has us in his diary 
for  December 12

th
 to make his usual village round and we are hoping there 

will be some socially distanced carol signing and mulled wine consumption 
afterwards by the Christmas tree.  

However, all being well, we do have the Village Ball to look forward to for 
2021 and planning is already underway. Rather than the committee deciding 
the theme, we are inviting you all to get creative and come up with some-
thing that is fun and inclusive and can be used as the basis for the decora-
tions and choice of welcome cocktail as well as outfits on the day. There will 
be a prize for the person whose idea is used.  

Please email me with your suggestions – we will then put them to a village 
vote in the next newsletter. 

Amy Geschke 

Secretary, St Filica Society               Amy.geschke@gmail.com 

Shame! 

It probably has been noticed, the severe cutting back of the old Yew Hedge 

surrounding The Yews, you are blind if you haven’t!  Periodically the WODC 

wallk the villages and approach houseowners who have hedges, trees, shrubs 

etc. overhanging public walkways.  Seemingly, this has recently occurred and 

several people have had to get out their shears. Sadly the hedge at The Yews  

came under this  ruling but the devastation is a shame to behold.  Now people 

will say yews need regular maintenance, and indeed they do, but the previous 

owners Mr & Mrs Palmer who had always  kept it trimmed,  had become rather 

elderly and unwell, but historically this was  a Filkins  landmark for over 70 years 

and could have been much more sympathetically treated. Such slaughter  was  

unnecessary. However, the new owners, Mr & Mrs Dewbury are also horrified by 

the carnage.  Let us just hope for good growing seasons and a return to it’s 

original splendour. 

Note: If anyone has problems with overgrowing foliage, please contact the 

Parish Council 
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I am writing this in September for October’s Newsletter and when you read it we will be well into 
autumn. During the summer members have had time to look closely at plants in their gardens and 
to appreciate their shapes and structures and the wildlife that visits them: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                          

Happy gardening,  

Lucille68@btinternet.com 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
Please be aware that the Annual Parochi-
al Church Meeting (APCM) will now be on 
3rd October 2020 at 11am outside in the 
churchyard at St Peter’s, Filkins, so that 
we can conduct the meeting in a safe and 
socially distanced way. Notices are now 
up in the churches to confirm. 
  
The agenda will follow the usual format: 
  

i. Annual Vestry Meeting for the ap-
pointment of Church Wardens 

ii. Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
a. Electoral Roll 
b. Minutes of previous year APCM 

confirmed as accurate record of 
meeting and any amends made, 
then confirmed 

c. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
d. Churchwarden’s Report on previ-

ous year 
e. Financial Reports 
f. The Deanery Synod 
g. Safeguarding Policy 
h. Benefice Data Protection Policy 
i. Election of the PCC 
j. AOB 

 Do hope to see you there. 
 
Sally Peach          
On behalf of the PCC of Broughton 
Poggs with Filkins 

Ride & Stride 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not even a pandemic could hold back this 

years Ride & Striders. Even if all we could 

offer to welcome them was  a squirt of 

hand sanitiser and some encouraging 

words.  Filkins Ride & Stride legend, Julia 

Neame apparently took ‘it easy’ this year, 

visiting only 50 churches on a 70 mile round 

trip!!! 

A huge thank you to all those who partici-

pated, raising money for our local church-

es and not forgetting those who gave up 

their time to welcome visitors-Jane Martin, 

Jimmy Ashby, Diana  

Hibbert. Jami Burwood, Diane Blackett, 

Richard Martin, Karen Jobling and  

Freda Shrouder.   All  money raised will go 

straight to the upkeep of Oxfordshire’s 

beautiful churches. 

Thank you. 

Charlotte Ashby 
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Roasted Squash and Chorizo Salad 

This month’s dish I think is very autumnal – I am aware that summer is over but am not quite 
ready to turn to winter warming dishes! 

This can be served on its own or if you want to grill or fry off some chicken and add, just re-
duce (but not eliminate) the amount of chorizo.  

Serves 4  

Ingredients 

750g butternut squash  

6 shallots 

1 tbsp Olive Oil 

2 chorizo rings (the ones you buy from the cured meat section rather than the cooking chorizo 
sausages) 

250g cherry tomatoes (on vine if possible) 

2 heaped tbsp oregano 

80g baby spinach leaves 

Paprika Dressing 

2 tsp smoked paprika 

2 tbsp maple syrup 

2 tbsp red wine vinegar 

Method 

Pre-heat oven to 200 degrees C (Gas 6) 

Make paprika dressing by whisking all ingredients together in a jug and set aside. 

Line a baking tray with non-stick baking paper.  Peel the butternut squash,  remove seeds and 
cut the flesh into chunks.  Peel and quarter the shallots.  Place both on the baking tray and 
drizzle with olive oil.   Roast for 25 minutes. 

Remove the tray from the oven, cut chorizo into thick slices and add to the squash, together 
with the cherry tomatoes (if they are on the vine, just cut the vine to keep a couple of toma-
toes whole), toss gently then return to the oven and roast for a further 15 minutes or until the 
squash is soft and the chorizo is golden and crisp. 

You can either serve the spinach and the dressing separately or place the spinach in a serv-
ing bowl, spoon over the squash mixture together with any juice from the pan,  poor over 
dressing then gently toss all to combine.  Serve immediately on warmed bowls or plates.. 

Note: you don’t usually need to season this dish as the chorizo and paprika flavours are quite 
punchy. 
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Sometimes one reads an editorial in some journal or other that just has you nodding 

in agreement.  One such I reproduce from a June edition of Country Life.  I have 

the permission of deputy editor Kate Green to do this, many of her editorials speak 

to me of  a sensible woman.  I do not actually buy the magazine I am ashamed to 

admit, it is passed to me third hand, and I know it goes on to a further three hands 

after me – recycling at its best, although not good for CL’s coffers I fancy.    Now 

almost 3 months since it was written and almost into October, Covid-19 is still with us 

and total lockdown again threatens but do read this and think on. Ed 

Treasure Kindness 

‘Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle’ runs an old quotation.  It 

was certainly generosity and politeness that helped soften the shock and fear of 

those early, dark days of lockdown.  Despite the anxiety and the distressing daily 

bulletins, the prevailing atmosphere was one of courteousness and civility, as peo-

ple stepped aside on pathways with polite nods and smiles, and said ‘No, after 

you’ to a key worker in a rush. 

Volunteers mobilised to shop for the infirm and vulnerable; hospital staff did their 

poignant best to enable family communication with the seriously sick; and many 

carers went to extraordinary lengths of selflessness to ensure they could continue to 

care.  As Mark Twain wrote: ‘Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and 

the blind can see’ 

Shopkeepers and delivery drivers worked all hours; cheery postmen and binmen 

were greeted with new gratefulness; musicians, many of whom face financial ruin, 

performed for free to cheer us  up; fashion houses switched to making PPE and 

phenomenal sums were raised for charity. 

As the weeks slide past, there seems to be a danger that this spirit of communal be-

nevolence is eluding some parts of society.  The words of George Sand – ‘Guard 

well within yourself that treasure, kindness’ have sudden resonance amid palpable 

heightening tension.  Everyone wants this dismal limbo to end, but now frustration is 

spilling over, whether manifested in too-fast driving, illicit camping, attacks on po-

lice officers, the hounding of public figures, grassing-up on neighbours or just sheer 

bad manners. 

The union for shopworkers reports quite astonishing levels of rudeness to supermar-

ket staff by impatient customers; the Wildlife Trusts say public behaviour is the worst 

they’ve ever known at their reserves, with disturbance to bird’s nest, fires from port-

able barbecues and fly-tipping. 

An unfortunate confrontation looms on the horizon between those residents of 

coastal resorts and national parks who want the peace and quiet maintained and 

those who are desperate to jump start a demoralised local economy.  Here, it’s es-

sential that compromise is found, for lockdown has not treated everyone equally. 

When times are desperate, friendliness and consideration transcend the darkness 

and form the best defence. ‘Three things in human life are important’, Henry James 

wisely opined. ‘The first is to be kind; the second is to be kind; and the third is to be 

kind’ 
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Having raised £450 to date Hilary at the Filkins Shop 

will be attempting to add to this with her annual cof-

fee morning on  

                       SATURDAY 24th OCTOBER.  

In addition the Shop will be contributing 3% of its turn-

over during October as part of its efforts to support a 

wider community. The Shop has recently raised over 

£300 for work in the Filkins Playground  

Due to the current COVID restrictions we hope to re-

strict the numbers at the Shop on the 24th by organis-

ing a delivery service for cake and coffee on the 

morning – details available soon from the Shop. You 

can also contribute by buying a ticket for the usual 

raffle which Hilary is organising.  

           The Shop will be open from 9 – 12 on the 24th. 
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Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a 

lift should call Theo Hodges on 07711 

066155 and she will put you in touch 

with a driver.  If Theo is for any reason 

unavailable, then please call either 

Freda Shrouder on 07557 048667 or 

01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 

07810 158558 or 01367 860529. 

VILLAGE HALL      

LOTTERY 

 

The Village Hall 

Lottery is one of our biggest fund 

raisers to help maintain the hall 

and its excellent facilities. This has 

certainly been a difficult and very 

challenging year for us all. There 

has been a significant loss of in-

come following Lockdown and we 

still don't know when our regular 

events such as the coffee mornings 

and lunch club will feel it is safe to 

re-start. 

 

We are hoping villagers will contin-

ue to support us and buy one or 

two tickets at £15each.......volun-

teers will be coming round in the 

next couple of months to sell the 

tickets.We accept cash and 

cheques made payable to the 

Carter Institute. If cash could be 

put in an envelope clearly marked 

with name and address that would 

be gratefully appreciated. 

 

If you would like to help to sell tick-

ets as part of our Village Hall Lot-

tery Project please contact me. 

I wish you all well ....stay safe and 

please support us. Many thanks 

 

Pauline Care 

Peacock Farmhouse (on the B4477, 

opposite Vale Wood.) 

01367 860969 

    Village Hall Lottery Winner                          

          September:  Ruth Gibson 

 

 

 

Ena will retire as Post Mistress on Octo-

ber 9th and will be sadly missed.  Find-

ing a replacement is on-going and 

we very much hope someone will be 

appointed. 

However, since re-opening after the 

initial lockdown  Ena reports that there 

has been far less usage of the service. 

Whether customers got used to going 

elsewhere or not, it is vitally important 

that  the facility is used and kept in 

the village, we will not get a second 

chance.  It is a precious jewel in our 

village crown. 

          ‘Use it or lose it!’  
has never been a more  apposite 

phrase. 
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 Green / Recycling             Grey / Household  

 Raise a smile...            
 

When you’re too tired to do all the things on your To 

Do List, try a Don’t Do List.  Simply write all the things 

your not going to do and then…...don’t do them.  

 

Huge sense of achievement with none of the effort! 

 

 
Green/recycling              grey/household 

Day  Morning Afternoon 

Monday 11.00  - 4.00 10 -11 3 - 4 

Tuesday 8.30 -12.30 10 –11 3 –4 

Wednesday closed  3 –4 

Thursday 9.00 - 12.30 10 –12 3 –4 

Friday 1.30 - 4.30  10 –11 3 –4 

Saturday  closed 10 –11 3 –4 

Sunday closed 10 –11  

 01367 860 620 01367 860 239 

Please note NEW shop hours from September 1st ! 

No Wednesday morning or Sunday 

afternoon 

                                              Got it? 

Friday 9th Oct 
Friday 16th Oct 

Friday 30th Oct 

Friday 13th Nov 

Friday 23rd Oct 

Friday 6th Nov 
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Please submit any articles or comments for November, 

by October 20th.  Thank you. 


