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It is with sadness that we report the recent deaths of three of our village residents .

Peter Martin of Filkins Hall died in June shortly after collapsing in his garden. His tall angu-
lar frame was a familiar sight on his regular walks to the Village Shop, and we send our
condolences to his daughters.

Bob Jones of the Gassons, died on July 28th after a short iliness, he had been delighted
to win the Village Lottery in June.

Keith Slater of the Post House died suddenly on July 30th, and we send our condo-
lences to his wife Karen.

Robert Charles Jones

19th October 1935 & 28t July 2020

As you probably know Bob Jones battled hard after his stroke and was almost back to full
health when he collapsed in his garden and died a couple of days after. Here is a little
history of the man: -

Robert Charles Jones was known as Bobby or Bob as some called him. He was like a
piece of seaside rock, if you cut him in half he would have Filkins running right through

him. His father, Frank Jones hailed from Langford and married a Filkins girl, Nellie Swinford,
they lived in Hazels Lane where Bobby was born in 1935. They lived next door to the
Deaneys and Bobby went to Filkins school following on to Langford.

Bob is seen here in the front of the picture about 12 years old with his father at the rear.

During his life in Hazels Lane the memory Don Deaney has is of Bob playing football every
evening in the field which is now the Gassons. All the local boys would join in but sadly
they did not have a football so played with a rugby ball!

On leaving school Bob worked on the railway, he did track laying and another of his jobs
was keeping the signal lamps filled and trimmed. He worked at Fairford station moving to
Witney from which he left when he was called up for National Service, joining the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps. When he returned Don said he had become quite a recluse.

Bob took a job at Brize Norton as a storeman until he retired, then in 1981 he became a
founder member of the Swindon and Cricklade Railway and volunteered there for many 2
years. He worked with Geoff Deaken and they raised over £100K by selling the old railway



