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¢ƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎΣ L ŜȄπ
ǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜŘƎŜƘƻƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ п ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴƪǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŘΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǇŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ ōŀȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǳƴǘƭŜǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘŜǊǊƛŜǊ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǇŜǊŀƳōǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ƛǘ 
όǎƘŜΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻũ ǿƻǊǎŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘύ ōǳǘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǇŜǎ ŀ Ƴƻŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
ƳŀǊƻƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ōƻƳō ŎǊŀǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƳƳŜΦ IŜκǎƘŜ όƘƻǿ 
Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭΚύ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳũŜǊ ƴƻ ƛƭƭ ŜũŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƴŘƭŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ L ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΣ ǎƻ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƳŜΧΦL Řƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎŀƛŘ ǘŜǊǊƛŜǊ ƛƴ ŀǘ ŘǳǎƪΦ  ! ƪŜŜƴ ƘŜŘƎŜƘƻƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊΣ 
!ƭŜȄƛǎ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ф 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ Ǉƭǳǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜΦ  hƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻȅǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊƻƻŦ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƅŀǘ ōƻǳƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻũǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜπ
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘǊŀǿōŀŎƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōƛƭƭǎΗΗ    

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛǧŜǊΦΦΦŘƛǎǇƻǎŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŀǎƪǎΧ L ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ р ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǿŀǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛƴΗ 9Ř               
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It is with sadness that we report the recent deaths of three of our village residents .  

 

Peter Martin of Filkins Hall died in June shortly after collapsing in his garden.  His tall angu-

lar frame was a familiar sight on his regular walks to the Village Shop, and we send our 

condolences to his daughters.  

 

Bob  Jones  of the Gassons, died on July 28th after a short illness, he had been delighted 

to win the Village Lottery in June.    

 

Keith Slater of the Post House died suddenly on July 30th, and we send our condo-

lences to his wife Karen.   

Robert Charles Jones  

19th October 1935 ð 28th July 2020  

As you probably know Bob Jones battled hard after his stroke and was almost back to full 

health when he collapsed in his garden and died a couple of days after. Here is a little 

history of the man: - 

Robert Charles Jones was known as Bobby or Bob as some called him. He was like a 

piece of seaside rock, if you cut him in half he would have Filkins running right through 

him. His father, Frank Jones hailed from Langford and married a Filkins girl, Nellie Swinford, 

they lived in Hazels Lane where Bobby was born in 1935. They lived next door to the 

Deaneys and Bobby went to Filkins school following on to Langford.  

Bob is seen here in the front of the picture about 12 years old with his father at the rear. 

During his life in Hazels Lane the memory Don Deaney has is of Bob playing football every 

evening in the field which is now the Gassons. All the local boys would join in but sadly 

they did not have a football so played with a rugby ball!  

On leaving school Bob worked on the railway, he did track laying and another of his jobs 

was keeping the signal lamps filled and trimmed. He worked at Fairford station moving to 

Witney from which he left when he was called up for National Service, joining the Royal 

Army Ordnance Corps. When he returned Don said he had become quite a recluse.  

Bob took a job at Brize Norton as a storeman until he retired, then in 1981 he became a 

founder member of the Swindon and Cricklade Railway and volunteered there for many 

years. He worked with Geoff Deaken and they raised over £100K by selling the old railway  


