
Newsletter  
Thank you for the amazing feedback to last 

month’s newsletter, here we go again. 

Glorious technicolour inside, and why not. 

Such a great marking of VE Day. Over 50 

households made a great effort and it was 

lovely to walk from one end of the village to 

the other in bright sunshine. Mention must be 

made of a few which had quite moving 

connections.  Lynne at Pigeon Cottage had 

an effigy of her Grandmother Lily, sitting in 

her garden chair before tackling the gar-

dening - she lived through TWO world wars.  

Pauline Care had made a similar one of her 

Mother, Agnes Rose, who was a land girl, 

standing in Pauline’s allotment complete 

with  overalls and her original brooch.  Andy 

Hoad’s wisteria covered house flew flags 

which had belonged to his grandfather, all 

very moving tributes.  Kevin, who was behind 

all the original plans had really gone to town, 

painted destroyer, tank and spitfire with me-

tres of bunting made Robbins Cottage a re-

ally historic display.   Southberries had be-

come ‘Spivs Cottage’ with aircraft and 

black market goods advertised by Joe Walk-

er’s Lockup, even the cottage windows had 

been taped against flying glass! All in all a 

wonderful lift to the spirits (and I think some 

of those were imbibed that day along with 

the traditional tea parties). 

Whilst we have so much to be thankful for 

living where we do during the ongoing pan-

demic, I am minded to linger on the reasons 

why our rural communities are becoming 

more isolated, and the hope that when this is 

over and we get back to ‘new normal’ the 

politicians might take heed  of our plight. 

Key services for many, from local policing to 

public transport and ATM’s—have been cut 

relentlessly over the years.  Village shops, 

pubs and rural town high streets are strug-

gling to survive and the employment picture  

Is no more optimistic.  A few statistics, which 

make depressing reading 

3,347 rural bus routes reduced or withdrawn 

since 2010 including our own 

Bank and ATM closures have escalated 

enormously, we have now lost every bank in 

Carterton, Lechlade and Burford and their 

attached ATM’s 

Apparently 400 commercial village shops 

close each year and countless pubs. Rural 

policing is almost non existent, almost 70% of 

farmers and rural business owners have been 

victims of crime in the last 12 months 

Automation of agriculture is leading to a 

drop in those employed in the industry, 

house prices are reckoned to be £44K 

above the average in urban areas, both 

leading to diminishing village populations. 

Now on a positive note our community 

shops, local butchers, bakers are experienc-

ing a boost, mostly because we cant shop 

anywhere else;  long may that continue and 

not stop when we come out the other side 

of this.  All the things that are currently sup-

ported and kept running by volunteers are 

fantastic, but with the workforce now work-

ing into their late 60’s and diminishing rural 

population, where are the next generation 

of volunteers? Our own wonderful shop lost 

its mainstays in one fell swoop when isolation 

was declared. 

OK enough doom and gloom, just bear  in 

mind when the next elections loom and our 

village plans are being formulated. 

Good news though………...lots of lovely re-

ports inside                                                 Ed 
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  Swinford Museum 
 
 Well it seems we are continuing to stay safe in Filkins and Broughton, and well done all  
 those who put out the bunting and went over and above with the decorations for VE Day 

 Thank you to the 51 kind souls who visited our little exhibition in the garden, Ronnie 
 looked brilliant as a land girl and Moira is next to the nursing auxiliary dress she donated 
 to the museum, from a good friend in Yorkshire.  We made £248 with 21 people having 
 our take away Filkins Cream Tea.   

 This will help towards the refurbishment of the exciting new office space, which we 
 have just obtained.  We had been offered a room in the Fox Trust building, but with all 
 our paraphernalia we felt we would be restricting, it is such a lovely room in there it 
 would be a shame to cram it full! 

 However we are taking up occupancy of the old cycle shop at Fox House: we have 
 many plans for using this room, so watch this space.                                        Diane    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Note :  This was not a ‘little exhibition’, Diane is too modest.  Her garden 
was bedecked in bunting, exhibition tables were arranged between the 
apple trees and the array of  material was wide, interesting, informative 
and beautifully displayed.  Lockdown doesn’t stop Mrs B that’s for sure. 
Ed 

 
 

Depending on the situation we would like to celebrate VJ Day on Saturday 15th August to 
remember the final day of World War 11. Please put the date in the diary - more details 
next month 
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       In celebration of our gardens 

As I wandered around my garden, I thought about family and friends who have given me vari-
ous plants. I asked Gardening Club members what their gardens have meant to them during 
these weeks in lockdown and I received some beautiful photographs and stories and here is a 
selection.  

 

One member sent me the photograph showing her beautiful wisteria 
which has given her immense pleasure at this time.  

 

 

Another said that she has potted 850 of the 1,100 Mimulus seedlings that all flourished this 
spring. She wished that she had been a little more frugal with planting!  

 

Another member said that her patience has been reward-
ed and the lovely white clematis has produced its first 
flowers in this, its second year.  

 

There is a story to the gate - one person planned to tidy up her kitchen draw-
ers, clean the oven and wash the floor (again). She went into the garden, took 

the garden gate off its hinges, painted it, watered the seedlings, chatted to the neighbours over 
the dustbins. All of these tasks she found preferable to oven cleaning but, at the time of writing, 
she was not at all sure how to put the gate back on again ….. 

 

The lovely little erythronium was a gift from old friends to a member who is just 
totally loving her garden.  

 

ne person worked with her family and attacked the 
brambles encroaching from the field. That was no 
mean feat as the photographs show – and apolo-
gies are sent to her neighbours for the necessary 
bonfire which troubled them, but many thanks for 
their forbearance. 

 

Other members have shared lovely photographs with fellow Gardening Cub members - I hope 
you enjoy them and are appreciating your own gardens too. 

Stay safe,  Lucille   lucille68@btinternetrcom 
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Last month I asked for holiday reports so we could all enjoy 

travelling vicariously. Thank you for your input and to kick off 

Travels in Georgia with  Jeremy Irwin - Singer 

 

 

Travels in Georgia 2019 

The overnight Soviet-built sleeper from 

Yerevan, Armenia to Tblisi was unbeara-

bly hot. Our blue-uniformed comman-

dant shrugged at the thought that she 

might get the air conditioning to work. 

We nearly declined to travel, but it did 

cool down in the night breeze. We visit-

ed the Caucasus in late spring 2019. It 

was great. 

Tblisi, the capital of 

Georgia, sits dramati-

cally beside river cliffs 

and has exquisite and 

elegant architecture. 

The fortress above was 

invariably visible. 

Georgia has been the playground of 

Mother Russia for centuries. Tsarist Russia 

believed it to be a cultured taste of an 

imagined Europe. In Soviet times the 

party elite came for good food and sea-

side, and now rich Russians drive south 

for much the same. But why would you 

welcome them, when in 2008 Russian 

forces invaded Georgia, bombed Tblisi, 

and still occupy  the province of South 

Ossetia, 60 kms away from the capital? 

Because Georgians are cultured, confi-

dent and hospitable, like us. They too 

have a Roman army officer murdered in 

Palestine in AD 303 as their patron saint. 

Here is where East meets West. Look in 

any atlas, Georgia sits well to the east of 

Europe, and though it is very European in 

feel and outlook, Georgia is where you 

see all creeds and races. It’s Christian 

Asia, and yet people from the Middle 

East and India come because it’s their 

nearest Europe. With just over half the 

land area of England, Georgia has 

about 4 million people. 

Tblisi, with a quarter of the 4 million, is 

spread out. It’s quite a long taxi drive 

from the Stalinist style train station to the 

beautiful new town. But once there it’s 

easy to walk around enjoying café life. 

Shavteli is a pedestrianised street full of 

lovely open-air restaurants in the ground 

floors of 19th century houses with fine en-

closed balconies above. Enjoy the archi-

tecture if you are not hungry. Otherwise 

choose from a huge  choice of fine and 

remarkably inexpensive din-

ing.Georgians pour quince, apricots, tar-

ragon, pomegranates and almonds into 

their food. Shall we try badrijani nigvzit or 

garo, lamb and 

bean stew with wal-

nuts and aubergine 

or wine ice cream? 

The wine, especially 

the saperavi reds 

from the rkatsiteli 

grapes, is excellent. So is the service, 

and there’s rugby on tv, but not cricket. 

English is widely spoken. 

Georgians are very friendly and out-

going and certainly warm to you when 

they realize you are not Russian. They 

sing. They dress stylishly. They love chess. 

There are plenty of open air bookshops 

along Rustaveli avenue and a fabulous 

National Museum of fine and decorative 

art, archaeology and sad, dramatic ex-

hibits of the Soviet occupation,1921-

1990. Standouts in the museum were the 

fabulous 4th century BC gold jewellery 

from Colchis, where they panned for 

gold in the mountain streams with 

sheep’s fleeces, giving rise to the legend 
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of the golden fleece.  Also a wooden 

chariot, incredibly dated to the 24th 

century BC and a marvellous jewelled 

goblet from the 17th century BC.  At 

night you can enjoy the very strikingly 

illuminated views of Metekhi church. But 

there is lots more to see in Georgia that 

just Tblisi. 

The Georgian military highway built by 

the Tsars, stretches north from the city. 

We stop in a pretty flash supermarket to 

get delicious picnic items, and to use 

the loo. There are not many decent 

public loos in Georgia.  

The highway proceeds towards the Rus-

sian border 

and up in-

to the high 

Caucasus 

up to 5000 

metres. 

You ski in 

the winter 

and go 

walking in May to enjoy fabulous spring 

flowers. And to see one of many very 

fine Georgian churches, perhaps the 

14th century Georgeti Trinity church, 

stunningly perched high above the 

town of Stepandsminda, also called 

Kasbegi. We managed the picnic be-

fore a squall forced us to take shelter. 

Next day we enjoyed a magnificent 

walk in a glacial valley near Sno, gen-

tians, yellow snakeshead fritillaries, prim-

roses and many others nodding at us all 

the way. 

Most itineraries in Georgia crisscross 

from Tblisi. The east is typical with many 

elegant sandstone domed churches. If 

you’re lucky, as we were, you’ll catch a 

Georgian choir singing a capella inside. 

The 11th century Alaverdi cathedral had 

fine byzantine frescoes. St George and 

his dragon are frequent subjects. Near 

by is Tsinandali palace, an early 19th 

century country house of a leading 

Georgian romantic poet, Alexander 

Chavchavadze. A trip to Georgia 

should include a fine house such as this 

with gardens, and a good wine cellar 

where you can taste and pay with 

MasterCard. You are unlikely to master 

much Georgian in a short visit, or to 

puzzle out the alphabet. 

Then you go west. A trip to Georgia 

should also really include a visit to the 

birthplace of Josef Vissarionovich Dju-

gashvilli, Stalin. You can’t celebrate 

Stalin the mass murderer, but the mu-

seum in Gori, his birthplace, does have 

a fine picture and press history of the 

young revolutionary in early Soviet 

times up to 1924. As well as the house 

where he was born, his train, desk, nu-

merous statues etc…It was built in his 

lifetime and the town centre was 

razed to accommodate it and its ex-

tensive grounds. Nearby is Mtskheta, a 

fine old city of Hittites, Sumerians, 

Greeks, pagans and then Christians. 

Svetiskhoveli, the 14th century cathe-

dral and the 4th century Nekresi mon-

astery, high above, both featured very 

beautiful, simple frescoes, typically in 

blue and gold. Then you can also visit 

ancient caves at Uplistsikhe and if you 

want to keep going west to the Black 

Sea you can have seaside life with rich 

Russians at glitzy, kitsch Batumi. We 

didn’t have time. We said goodbye, 

for the moment, to wondrous Georgia 

and flew on to Kazakhstan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Issue 196 June  2020 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

6 

 

Travels in Georgia 2019 



 

Issue 196 June  2020 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

7 

 



 

Issue 196 June  2020 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

8 

 

Village Hall Lottery Winner -  Congratulations! 

May:  Vanda Bayliss 

 

     

 
Tipping Point…. 

  
Oxfordshire’s seven Household Waste Recycling Centres have been shut to 
waste delivered by the public since 24 March 2020, following Government’s direction that 
everyone should stay home due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
  
In line with Government guidance, sites will reopen on 18 May with new site rules to en-
sure social distancing and the safety of residents and site staff.  Trips should only be 
made for waste that cannot be stored at home, or which would cause harm to health if 
stored. 
  
Please find below a link to the press release and FAQs, we would be grateful if you could 
share this with your readers. 
  
Press release: https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/limited-reopening-of-oxfordshires-
household-waste-recycling-centres-announced/ 

FAQs: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions 

  
Oxfordshire County Council will re-open Household Waste Recycling Centres on 18 May, 
for essential use. Essential use means waste that cannot be stored at home, or would 
cause hard to health if stored. 
 
There will be new site rules to ensure social distancing and the safety of residents and 
site staff. This includes reducing opening hours to 8am – 4pm to allow for cleaning, limit-
ing the number and size of vehicles coming in and contactless payments only. 
  
Queues are likely, so if it can wait, please do. If it’s waste that can be disposed of legally 
and responsibly in another way, such as weekly kerbside collections or district council col-
lection services, please do that. 
 

Full information about the changes to recycling centre rules can be found on their website 
- www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions 

     

     Important Notice/Correction    

 

In last month’s newsletter you may have been led to believe that Filkins Post Office 

would not re-open after the lock down.   WRONG!  Ena does want to retire in due 

course and a replacement is sought, she had to close when going into isolation, 

but as soon as that  is lifted she will be behind her counter until someone takes up 

 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/0CEhEM94xRk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2Flimited-reopening-of-oxfordshires-household-waste-recycling-centres-announced%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/0CEhEM94xRk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2Flimited-reopening-of-oxfordshires-household-waste-recycling-centres-announced%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/8s5gtz7eVzU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2Fwastereopenquestions
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/8s5gtz7eVzU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2Fwastereopenquestions
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Social media post 

Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs 

In the first instance those requiring a lift 

should call Theo Hodges on 07711 066155 

and she will put you in touch with a driver.  If 

Theo is for any reason unavailable, then 

please call either Freda Shrouder on 07557 

048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie 

Tired of using a large tractor and trailer 
for small deliveries? 

Better things to do? 
  
SAVE TIME & MONEY BY USING OUR SMALL TRAIL-
ER DELIVERY SERVICE 
  

• HAY & STRAW BALES (conventional flat, max 12) 

• LOGS 

• BAGS OF FEED 

• HORSEBOXES 

• STOCK TRAILERS 

• QUAD BIKES AND MOWERS 

• ANY BULKY ITEMS THAT CAN BE PULLED BY A 
LAND ROVER! 

• WITHIN 10 MILES OF LECHLADE 
  
  
Call or text (07538) 732766 
  
Filkins Farm Services, Lechlade, Gloucestershire 

 

How many residents are clapping at 8pm on 

Thursday evenings? 

From our individual houses we only hear a 

few sounds of clapping for the NHS but we 

are aware that Broughton Poggs make a response 

and a few along the B4477.  There must be lots more 

people out clapping.  We stand at our door in Cross 

Tree Lane and there is a sound of clapping across the 

other side of The Woollen Weavers. 

So let’s make a big effort in June on a Thursday to 

thank the NHS workers and Carers for all their dedicat-

ed work in trying to keep the people of Britain safe 

and go to our doors and clap. 



 

Issue 196 June  2020 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

10 

 

 

      …another month almost gone 

without bowls. However, there is light at the end of the tunnel!                                                                     

Government guidance released on May 13, 2020 states:  

“You can play lawn bowls where facilities have reopened, but you can only take part in these activities by 

yourself, or with members of your household or with one person outside of your household, as long as 

you are able to maintain social distancing.”  

Once we have familiarised ourselves with all the guidelines and are confident we can follow them, we 

are hoping to work out a system whereby we can open again. Hopefully by the end of June / early July 

you should see some of us on the green for a few roll-ups or potentially one or two club competitions 

(as these are usually only played one on one). 

The green looks good, thanks to our members who have been looking after it, Brian, Colin and Robert 

with the support from Mick – and a special thank you to Jack Lafford for his help!! 

If you would like more information about the Bowls Club, please contact one of the                          clubs 
officers:    

Captain: Robert Robbins 01367860977  Vice Captain: Terry Essam 01285 841734   

Secretary: Janet Young:01367 850332  Support Secretary: Sheila Gould : 01367 860386                                                                                                                                                                          

Young boys bikes looking for a good 

home.  Two quite old but hardly used bikes 

requiring TLC. 

Will need a good service/overhaul and 

some new innertubes, brake pads etc. 

If you would like them just give me a call 

Debbie 07831 293078.  You must collect 

(Filkins) They can be left outside the gate. 
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Recipe of the Month – Banana Bread - makes 10 slices. 

In these extraordinary times, my husband like many others, has found himself with a sig-
nificant amount of spare time. In an effort to increase his skill base, he, for reasons he 
has yet to explain, has decided to bake cakes. His first effort was a chocolate Easter 
cake, which would appal your GP if they knew the sugar content…my husband affection-
ately referred to his first baking effort at his “Coronary Cake”…. 

His second venture into the world of Mary Berry & Paul Hollywood was a Banana Bread 
Loaf, which to his surprise and the delight of family and neighbours was rather tasty. 

The recipe was taken from The New Easy Cookbook by Donna Hay, and as they say 
‘the clue is in the title….’ 

 

Ingredients: 

4 medium ripe bananas (chopped) 

125ml light-flavoured extra virgin oil 

3 eggs 

265g brown sugar 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

225g Self-Raising flour 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 180°C (350°F). Place the chopped bananas in a good sized bowl and 
mash with a fork until they become a smooth paste. 

Add the oil, eggs, sugar and vanilla extract and use an electric mixer to combine.  Add 
the flour and cinnamon and mix again until all of the ingredients combine. 

Lightly butter a 21cm x 10cm loaf tin and line with non-stick baking paper.  Pour the mix-
ture into the tin. 

Bake for 1 hour and 10 minutes or until cooked when tested with a metal skewer. 
(Skewer should come out clean).  Allow to stand for 5 minutes before turning out onto a 
wire rack to cool completely.   

Serving suggestion: 

Find a sunny spot in your garden, position a deckchair, make a mug of tea (preferably 
‘Builders Tea’) and enjoy….. 
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 Green / Recycling             Grey / Household  

 

             Raise a smile … 
 

Do you really wish you had a dog right 

now? Remember the slogan though...a dog is for 

life, not just for a global pandemic. 

 

So what if I don’t know what Armageddon is – it’s 

not the end of the world 

 

During the current lockdown, the shop hours are as fol-

lows: 

Every morning 10-11    Every afternoon 3-4  including 

weekends 

On Thursday (market day) it is open longer 10 to 1 ap-

prox., until last veg box is done! 

 

 

 Green/recycling              grey/household 


