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Newsletter
There has been much deliberation about
whether or not to publish this month’s newsletter in paper form, a few residents are wary
of receiving stuff through their letterboxes,
but overall the feeling was to go ahead, my
apologies if this causes anyone offence.
So here we are, in the month of May, when
traditionally merrie lads do play tral la.. ..fat
chance! But my goodness what a four weeks
it has been, not withstanding the obvious
drawbacks, what weather; glorious sunshine,
blue skies, birds nesting and singing fit to split,
the blackthorn and other blossoms a riot in
the hedgerows and gardens, on my walks
(one a day with Mabel) I have seen swathes
of dog violets, both purple and white, cowslips in abundance but fewer primroses—
where I grew up they were so plentiful, every
hedge and mossy bank had multiple clumps
and we picked posies of the them for Mothering Sunday (no doubt outlawed now) but
maybe rural Oxfordshire is not as damp as
my home county!
Whatever ‘social distancing’ has brought I
have never seen so many walkers, runners
and cyclists (from tots still with trainer wheels,
to the Lycra clad mamils on bicycles that
cost more than my car), the village roads
have been awash with people exercising,
which must be a good thing. Fewer horse
movements; I believe the British Horse Society recommend not hacking out in case of an
accident that would put additional strain on
the NHS , but exchanging jolly greetings from
opposite sides of the road often with people,
I am assuming to be villagers whom I do not
recognise, has been a bonus. I have always

Lack of Coming Events
May19 Deadline for June edition
Contact the editor:
stfilica@mail.com
been a great believer in Pacha Mamma, as
the South Americans refer to her, but I do
think Mother Nature has a way of sorting us
out, taking her toll but giving back even during this ghastliness. Our village of course has
come up trumps, the village shop, shopping
volunteers, kind neighbours and a generally
caring attitude all round. In the absence of
our Church services this Eastertide, and our
inability to celebrate our Christian belief that
good will out, whether or not you are of that
persuasion, we must be grateful for where
we live, give thanks for fresh air, countryside
and our community, so many are not so
lucky.
Hopefully our Produce Show
will go ahead, God willing,
on August 22nd, please
keep your gardens growing,
you have time for ‘crafting’
and thinking of things to enter, stay positive please.
Schedules are actually printed, and it you
would like a copy now please contact me
and I will delivery one to your mailbox. Call
me on 07857 912466, or inns1949@gmail.com
Stay safe and keep smiling….please

Our Village Shop. Golly but they are doing a fabulous job, delivering to the vulnerable and supplying our needs, a huge thank you
particularly to Barry, Alan, Sally and Alex , please support them, We are
really lucky to have such a facility in the village, use it.

Ed
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Village Hall Lottery Winner - Congratulations!
April: Jane Martin (No fix, honest, am bowled over & delighted!)
FILKINS RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY
Some residents of our two villages may be unaware that several charities exist to
provide support in different ways to those living here. The Charity generally referred to as “Filkins and Brougton Poggs Relief in Need” was established many
years ago and initially derived its income from land bequeathed to the village.
That land was sold off and the money realised was deposited into a special interest bearing account. The interest, paid quarterly and currently amounting to
about £500 per annum, can be distributed, as judged appropriate, by the Trustees
of the Charity in accordance with the rules of the Charity Commission. The sum
held on deposit cannot be dispersed. The Trustees normally meet twice per year
under the Chairmanship of Mrs Lucille Jones. The other Trustees are the Reverend
Harry MacInnes, Mrs Ena Constable, Mrs Diane Blackett (Treasurer), Mrs Mary Cover, Mrs Margaret Hambidge, Mrs Jane Martin, Mr Charles Payne and Mr Tony
Woodford (Secretary).
While the monies available are not large the Trustees are anxious to provide help
in any way that might ease a problem whether it is for the purchase of books for
school or college, to offset the cost of transport to a local hospital or surgery or,
perhaps, for some item of furnishing. If the need is there and the funds allow the
Trustees will try and meet it. If there is a request for yourself or someone you know
just contact one of the Trustees. All requests are handled discreetly and not publicised in any way.
Tony Woodford (Secretary)

***STILL OPERATIONAL ****
Volunteer Doctor & Hospital Runs
In the first instance those requiring a lift should call
Theo Hodges on 07711 066155 and she will put you in touch with a driver. If Theo
is for any reason unavailable, then please call either Freda Shrouder on 07557
048667 or 01367 860053 or else Charlie Payne on 07810 158558 or 01367 860529.
Details of charges: Local surgeries £2.50, Fairford & Witney Hospitals £5, Swindon
& Cirencester Hospitals £9, Cheltenham & Oxford Hospitals £11, Banbury &
Gloucester Hospitals £12. These charges should be paid by the passenger at the
time of lift, and any incidental parking charges should also be recompensed
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With everything going on, it was decided
to put the village centre works on hold
for the time being. Due to the swimming
The coronavirus has heralded some very pool season being suspended and now
unknown income variations this season, it
unusual situations these past few weeks
was considered inappropriate to spend
and the PC meeting on the 23rd March,
a large sum of money at this stage. The
the evening the Prime Minister gave noupside is it gives us more time to find
tice of full lockdown, is no exception. We grants to help with the payments, which
had wrestled with the need for the meet- Charlie Payne has kindly agreed to help
ing, but the OALC had insisted we set up with.
a Scheme of Delegation should we not
In more positive news, Councillor Robbins
be able to meet when we normally
reported he had repaired some of the
would. This is to enable decisions to be
made outside of our two monthly meet- timber in the playground, a new
groundsman is about to take up his posiings. We booked the hall itself, rather
tion, and the street signage at Hazells
than the committee room, so we could
Lane has been erected (though it will
each stay at least 2m apart during the
need to be moved due to being obmeeting. At 8.30pm, as we finished busi- scured by a lilac tree). We are still pressness, we heard that the PM had banned ing WODC re the other signs they promall get-togethers of more than two peo- ised us. The shop continues to operate
ple not in the same household, so we dis- and help those who can’t leave the vilbanded immediately, our work done.
lage but more volunteers are required as
See the minutes for more details of the
so many of the current helpers are in the
isolation age group.
scheme of delegation. If you need to
contact any councilors, Jeremy IrwinThe PC congratulated the Facebook
Singer, Noelle Walsh and Kym Ford are
group which has been set up by Sally
acting for the other councillors until we
Peach and other members of the PCC
are able to meet again.
who have also distributed leaflets village(jeremy.irwinsinger@filkins.org.uk; nowide, offering help to anyone who needs
elle.walsh@filkins.org.uk;
it and publicising volunteers in different
kym.ford@filkins.org.uk)
sections of the village. Councillor Ford is
the PC liaison between this group and
The start of the meeting, sadly, was all
the PC. If anyone has a vulnerable
about cancellations. The Community Led neighbour, please keep in touch or pass
Plan meeting had been cancelled. It
their name onto the group. (Go to facewas suggested that a virtual meeting be book.com and search for Filkins and
held instead but the CLP committee are Broughton Poggs Covid 19 Church and
still waiting for direction from Community Community Group.)
First Oxford. VE day celebrations were
Councillor Ford welcomed Lee and Rapostponed with a putative date of 12th
September for a re-run. The once-a-week chel Avery to the traffic group, with Julon Wednesday bus has been temporarily ian Alder moving out of the village, and
suspended but it had been doing so well passed all the relevant information to
before that that other local villages were them.
keen to become involved. And the swimCont….
ming pool opening has been postponed.

Report from Parish Council
meeting of 23rd March

3

Filkins & Boughton Poggs

Issue 196 April 2020

Sadly, Ena Constable who has run the Post Office for more years than she cares to
remember has announced her imminent retirement, which may be upstaged by
the corona virus as she has had to close during lockdown and may not re-open. If
anyone is interested in taking it over, please talk to Ena or contact a councilor
(emails above) and we will pass it on.
Noelle Walsh

Tipping Point….
There are always chancers and those who think to scam the unwary in times like
these, and in case you receive calls from ‘charities’ wishing to help, do be a bit
careful.
How to check if they are genuine:
Check the charity’s name and registration number at gov.uk/checkcharity. Most charities
with an annual income of £5,000 or more must be registered.
• Make sure the charity is genuine before giving any financial information – it’s ok to decide not to give on the spot. Be wary of unsolicited emails from charities you have never
heard of and be careful when responding to emails or clicking on links within them.
• Exercise the same caution as with any other internet transaction, for example, to donate online. Visit the charity’s own website and always type the website address into the
browser yourself.
• Contact or find out more online about the charity that you’re seeking to donate to or
work with, to find out more about their spending. Ask a trusted friend, neighbour or relative
if you are unable to research this or need a second opinion.
Ignore requests to donate through a money transfer company
Full details and advice from our Trading standards Team hear:
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-residents-warned-against-coronavirus-scams/

Model Train Track 00 gauge
If you are passing "self-isolation" by constructing a model train set in
00 gauge and need Peco and Hornby flexi track I have plenty of it to
give away having dismantled my very large layout. Just contact me on
email (tonyfilkins58@gmail.com) or telephone (860319) and I will leave
a pack just inside my gate. I also have other odd items but no rolling
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Swinford Museum
I hope you are all keeping well and safe. It is a worrying time but hopefully we will all come through it
safely but maybe life will be different. I am enjoying the slower pace of life and find I am having time to
do those jobs which have been put off in the past. I am going through the textiles in the museum, making covers for all the garments and labelling them for easy identification.
Looking through the school log book the following may sound familiar to us as we battle with the Coronavirus. We must remember in 1897 there were no vaccinations available for measles but sadly even
now some parents don’t get their children vaccinated.
Diane Blackett
1897
January 11th
Two cases of measles – otherwise children are fairly well.
November 15th
A sudden change for the worse in the health of the children there being 24 away today.
1897
November 18th
Much illness in the village and the school closed for two days, awaiting the opinion of the medical officer as to the character of the attack.
November 19th
By order of the Medical Officer the school is closed for a month. There were between 60
a
and 70 children down with measles today.
February 15th
Reopened school – present 75.
The Rev G N Proctor visited the school
Filkins School Group 1909
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early wisteria

carrot seedlings

anemone blanda &
fritilarria

This present time is very hard for many people and we are aware, more than ever,
how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful part of the country. Our gardens have
probably never looked lovelier especially with spring more beautiful than ever this
year. Most members of the Gardening Club are at home with unexpected time both
to spend working in their garden and also to relax and enjoy it during this amazing
spell of warm, sunny weather. As we can’t meet, members have exchanged photographs – there is lovely almond blossom above and signs of spring.
It’s not only in the gardens that spring flowers can be seen—cowslips and while violets are some of the wild flowers found in the lanes

Enjoy your garden and the countryside around us and stay safe
Lucille

lucille68@btinternet.com

National Garden Scheme
Filkins & Broughton Poggs was due to open its gardens this
year on 31st May, but in line with the rest of the country all
openings have been cancelled until further notice
*Doubly sad when we have actually had time to garden!*
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VE DAY
75th Anniversary Celebration
Friday 8th May
We had such plans to mark this anniversary, Kevin was chairing
and co-ordinating all sorts of happenings and celebrations in the
village for this special day, involving every organisation, but blow
me down Coronavirus is no respecter of the best laid plans.
HOWEVER, these are our villages and WE WILL NOT BE DOWNCAST, SO…. a plea from Kevin; let us decorate our houses! Bunting, flags, posters—get creative and let loose your inner whatevers. Put them up the night before, day before, and remember
what we are celebrating, VE Day marked the end of the war in
Europe, after the most ghastly 4 years of strife and untold loss and
hardship Britain celebrated this victory, we may draw some hope
from that—worse things have happened and we are in the centre of a life changing pandemic, but lets not forget we are British,
and we ‘can overcome’ - so I let’s look forward to a joyous, colourful and robust marking of this very special anniversary, and
photos in next months Newsletter
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Store Cupboard Recipes
We are all no doubt trying to conjure up recipes from the ingredients in the cupboard,
and If you have children no doubt you want things they can either make or indeed enjoy
eating. So, I have asked my trusty friends in the village (thank you Emma Sparks and
Helen Dunmall) for some inspiration. Below are a couple of very useful and tasty sounding ideas for you – however, I would not suggest eating them both at the same time! �
Basic Flapjack (see method for variation). No flour required!
Ingredients:
75g brown sugar
75g golden syrup
250g rolled oats
150g butter or margarine
Method:
Pre-heat oven to 175 degrees C.
Melt butter and golden syrup in a pan over a low heat. Mix together all other ingredients
in a bowl and add the melted butter and syrup mix. If you want to vary them, you can
add some dried fruit, chopped nuts, choc chips etc at this stage and mix thoroughly.
Press mixture into a baking tray and bake in oven for 20-25 mins. Leave to cool then cut
into strips. Eat!

Cheats Chicken Curry (serves 4)
Ingredients:
1 onion
400g tin condensed soup (chicken or mushroom work best)
Milk
Pack of 6 Chicken Thighs
Curry paste or powder (quantity and heat of your choice!)
Method:
Chop the onion. Heat a drizzle of oil in a frying pan and add the chicken, skin side down
and cook, turning until nicely browned all over (approx. 6-7 minutes). Set aside on a
plate. Add the onion to the pan and cook gently until translucent. Add the curry powder
or paste (approx. 1 tbsp) and cook for approx. 30 seconds until fragrant. Add the tin of
soup then re-fill the can with milk and add to the pan, stirring thoroughly. Return the
chicken to the pan and bring to a simmer on a medium to low heat for approximately 20
minutes until the chicken is cooked through. Serve with fluffy rice.
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The Supermoon rose in the east on the night of April 7th, edging closer
to our planet than at any other point this year. The Supermoon was the
biggest and brightest Full Moon of the year and was enjoyed by stargazers
worldwide. In case you missed it, here are two stunning photographs taken
by Kat Hoad

As we can’t travel for the foreseeable and summer holidays are only a dream, how about we enjoy other parts of the world vicariously? Those of
you have travelled recently, say in the last year,
could perhaps write a short piece and send it to
me with some photographs - please do, and we
can escape for a few minutes. Devon, Africa,
Scotland, the moon?
Ed
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Well, at time of writing, May is knocking on the door.
April came and
brought some lovely weather which would have made for a great start to the
season but, as per our update on the notice board:
Our Monday night practice sessions are for obvious reasons (also known as Covid-19) on
hold and the annual Cotswold Woollen Weaver competition in June is cancelled. Some
clubs have decided not to go ahead with their fixtures this year but we keep reviewing the
situation and try to remain hopeful that we will be allowed out on the green later in the
summer for some of the games. For this reason the green will be cut and maintained by
members and future updates will be found on our notice board by the club, on the website
(www.filkins.org.uk) and here in the St Filica Newsletter,

Filkins Bowls Club

Hoping to see you later in the summer.
Keep safe, Anneka

If you would like more information about the Bowls Club please contact one of the officers

Captain
860977

Robert Robbins

01367

Vice Captain Terry Essam
01285 851734

Secretary
850332

Janet Young

01367

Support secretary Sheila Gould
01367 860386

Mr Fuddles, that well known Shetland pony
and helper to Father Christmas, has a new
friend, she is a working cocker spaniel called
Kiwi, here she is sitting on his back
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Morning

Morning
10 - 12

Afternoon
2.30 – 4.30

Tuesday

10 - 12

2.30 - 4.30

Wednesday

Closed

Closed

Thursday

10 - 12

2.30—4.30

Friday

Closed

2.30—4.30

Saturday

9 - 11

Closed

Sunday

Closed

Closed

Day
Monday

Afternoon

01367 860 620

01367 860 239
*depending on demand

Green / Recycling

Grey / Household

Raise a smile …

There have been so many clever videos
and clips doing the rounds in and about
the Coronavirus pandemic, but one that
amused me.
One laid back bear to another
Got any plans for today?
You did that yesterday!

Do Nothing
Didn’t finish
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