
Newsletter  
All the news from Filkins 

& Broughton Poggs 
Hi everyone and happy June.  

Living next to the Village Hall allows for regu-

lar snapshots of village life and a more vi-

brant juxtaposition of energy and apathy 

cannot be imagined than in the contrasting 

events of the 8th and 23rd May. One was all 

about possibility and ideas while the other a 

languor somewhere between desperation 

and resignation. I am certainly more enthusi-

astic and inspired by the former and the en-

ergy and imagination on display at the Com-

munity Led Planning Meeting suggests that 

the prospects for F&BP are bright indeed. Of 

course, imagination and plans are not the 

same as delivery and turning all those ideas 

into reality is going to take a huge amount of 

effort on all parts. I urge all villagers to capi-

talise on that vitality and to do all they can 

to turn ideas into plans and plans into action.  

The first port of call is the (reinvigorated—well 

done Debbie!) website and there is already 

a section ready for action: https://filkins.org.uk/

parish-council/how-we-make-decisions/  After that 

the next PC meeting is 19th July so there is a 

little time to get your ideas together. 

You also have a little time to get your bands 

for the pool. The early bird offer has passed 

(sorry—should have got this out earlier) but it 

would be great to see the number of village 

membership up; it amazes me that it is stuck 

around the 30-40 level and I am sure we can 

do better than that. It would also be great to 

have some more volunteers for the chemi-

cals rota. While all the slots are currently full, 

there are some villagers who put themselves 

forward for four weeks of duty. While the du-

ties themselves are not that onerous, they 

are not exacting thrilling either and after a 

couple of weeks the buzz of throwing chemi-

cals into water can start to wane. Or maybe 

you just develop a tolerance for the fumes. 

Either way it would be nice to be able to dis-

tribute the burden a little more equitably so 

anyone prepared to join in should let me 

know via the email above.  

Another regular moan is dog mess. As the 

owner of something like a dog but smaller, I 

am attuned to these things and while the 

mess situation has been worse, the fact that 

it exists at all is really not. I know that most 

dog owners are responsible and pick up af-

ter your hounds  but perhaps there is a case 

for picking up anything else you see lying 

around? Who goes out with only the one 

bag after all?  

Lots going on here so croquet next month, I 

promise. Until then, see you at the BBQ, the 

Ball, the pool and, who knows, maybe even 

the pub. Have a great June! 

Paul  

 

Coming Events  

7 June  F&BP Coffee Morning (VH)  

8 June Village BBQ 

12 June OVO Women’s Tour (Cycling) 

15 June  
CWW Bowling Tournament 

(Bowling Green)  

21 June Deadline for July Edition  

23 June  NGS Open Gardens, Filkins  

5 July  F&BP Coffee Morning (VH)  

6 July Raffles Ball 

18 July  Parish Council Meeting (VH) 

24 Aug F&BP Produce Show  

Contact the editor:  

stfilica@mail.com 

June 2019 

https://filkins.org.uk/parish-council/how-we-make-decisions/
https://filkins.org.uk/parish-council/how-we-make-decisions/
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Calling gardeners, crafters, 

cooks and indeed every-

one in Filkins and Broughton 

Poggs.  There is a wealth of 

talent within our villages, 

and a class for everyone in 

this year’s show, so start 

planning now and show off 

your skills! 

Schedules will be in the 

Shop, Post Office and the Coffee Shop 

at Cotswold Woollen Weavers very 

shortly, do pick one up and have a go.  

The Produce Show is a long standing vil-

lage tradition, newcomers are encour-

aged and we have lots of children now, 

do get them to take part.   

Photographers – this year there are 

again two classes, subjects: 

‘A local landscape’  and  

‘An animal’  (max size A5 

or 6” x 8”) 

New this year in Craft clas-

ses, ‘A quirky teacosy’, 

‘an invitation to a 21st 

Birthday party’ and ‘a de-

coupage article’ (max 10” 

x 10”) and ‘an original lim-

erick with a political 

theme’.. .. ha, that should get you go-

ing! 

Look out for the schedules.  For further 

information please contact 

Jane Martin 07857 912466,  

Diane Blackett 01367 860504 

Saturday 24th August 2019 

Villagers may be 

interested to 

know of a recent 

fascinating find in 

one of our gar-

dens. A couple of 

years ago, Tony 

Woodford unearthed a small silver coin 

while digging in his garden. A little re-

search later and it turned out to be have 

been minted during the reign of Eliza-

beth I. Then in May, Tony invited local 

detectorists Chris Maunders and Bobby 

Jone in for another look. Within minutes 

another coin had been dug out, also 

from the Elizabethan period. The area’s 

connection with the luminaries of that 

time invites all sorts of imaginative 

speculation but reports of Tony invest-

ing in his own detector and some 

heavy excavating equipment are so 

far unconfirmed.  

Tony has also said he has a couple of 

go-karts available—he did not confirm 

whether these were found on the same 

dig but he did say they used to belong 

to his grandchildren …. 

Any villagers interested should contact 

him on  860319. The 

karts are free but a 

donation to St Filica 

would be appreci-

ated.  

Ed 

Artist’s impression 
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Upcoming Events & News 

June 

If you live in Filkins or Broughton Poggs, 

dine with us Monday-Thursday and get 

10% off all food. (Not in conjunction with 

any other offers.) A small thank you to 

our local community for your support! 

Wednesday evenings in June will be our 

Pizza Nights! A selection of different piz-

zas will be available from £11 each. 

We will also be firing up the pizza oven, 

weather permitting, every Saturday 

lunchtime in June.  

The last weekend in June will be our lob-

ster & fizz weekend. Make sure to book in 

advance, as they have proved very 

popular! 

Starting at the end of June; we will be 

showing all of Wimbledon in the bar. It 

could be Andy Murray’s last tournament 

before retirement. 

The last Sunday of each month is our 

Quiz night! Teams of 4-6 people can 

compete. Prizes for winners, runners-up 

and the team that come last. 

We will be launching theme nights each 

month; so to keep apprise of our plans, 

follow us on Facebook at:  

www.facebook.com/fiveallsfilkins 

www.thefiveallsfilkins.co.uk 

01367 860875 

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY 

Congratulations to 

April Winner: Pam Edwards 

May Winner: Jude Ashby 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

Friday, 7th June, 10.30 - 12 noon 

Everyone Welcome, come and enjoy 

a sociable morning with friends 

Tea, Coffee and home-

made cakes 

Top up on your reading 

books for the summer 

The shop now stocks 

Auntie Caroline’s pick-

les and chutneys. 

Homemade in Ciren-

cester, these are de-

veloping a huge fol-

lowing near and far. 

Check out her website 

or see the shop for 

more details.  

http://auntiecaroline.co.uk/products/  

Shop News! 

http://auntiecaroline.co.uk/products/
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Signage has recently emerged as a hot 

topic with numerous discussions and actu-

al signs popping up (and down) around 

the village. Clearly there is a balance to 

be struck between clarity and aesthetics 

and with that in mind the Parish Council 

has been in discussion with OCC over sug-

gestions for signs in Filkins and on the 

B4477.  It came as something of a surprise, 

therefore, when OCC raised signs in 

Broughton Poggs without consulting the 

Parish Council.  

Now there is a real problem here in that 

with two entries and no through road, de-

livery drivers were regularly taking the 

wrong road into BP, therby causing unnec-

essary mayhem as they reversed out to try 

again. Some signage here would be help-

ful but ideally it should be as part of a wid-

er, village based scheme.  

After a bit more discussion with the coun-

cil, a few options have been drawn up 

and, in the interests of consensus, the PC 

invites some feedback.  

Option 1. We remove the existing BP direc-

tion sign and see what happens. If, after a 

suitable time period, the situation hasn’t 

improved then rethink things, turning first to 

Option 2. below. 

Bear in mind, the 

plan is to improve 

signage to BP gen-

erally, with a BP 

sign between the 

A361 and the vil-

lages,  another between the Filkins main 

drag and the bridge and a third going the 

other way at the bridge to prove you have 

left BP and are entering Filkins.  

2. We put up a BP direction sign with No 

Access to Broughton Hall and Manor Farm 

before the Lane leading to Tudor and Lu-

cille's. This can be done now or once we 

have digested the results of taking down 

the BP directional sign as above (Option 

1.) 

3. Any other ideas and comments, please 

email noelle.walsh@filkins.org.uk and copy 

in kym.ford@filkins.org.uk 

There are also plans for signs in Filkins: one 

at Hazells Lane to denote its narrowness; 

another at Rouses Lane saying it leads to 

Saxon Close and 30mph Drive Carefully 

signs before or after the stone Filkins signs 

on the B4477. 

The PC welcome your comments on all of 

the above. 

 Noelle 

F&BP 23rd June  

Eleven beautiful gardens will be 

open in these two lovely villages 

on Sunday 23 June, 2.00-6.00pm.  

Whether your thing is roses or parsnip grow-

ing, or just enjoying the sight, scent and 

sound of gardens (thunder, raindrops), it’s 

all here.  

Adults £6, children free, proceeds to the 

National Gardens Scheme charities.   

Fabulous home-made teas at the Village 

Hall; the Swinford Museum; the Village 

Shop.   

Our plant stall this year will be provided by 

Marcus Dancer, a clematis (and other 

plants) specialist from Hampshire; if you 

would like to order plants to collect on the 

day, contact him <clematisplants.co.uk> or 

07709 922730. 

Chris Carter 

Just give me a sign ….  
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SWINFORD MUSEUM 

FILKINS 
The Museum had a wonderful opening 

day with over 60 visitors. Thanks to all of 

you who came to see the new exhibi-

tions. Jennifer came up trumps with her 

'Music in the community' and has 

brought back many memories for me of 

life in Filkins and BP in the 50s and 60s. A 

great exhibition not to be missed. Ena, 

Don and Peter welcomed people all 

afternoon and Pauline and Sally gave 

patrons cream teas. The local Belles 

played various tunes on the hand bells 

which entertained us all, thank you. A 

great afternoon was had by all and 

raised over £150. 

The next opening is Sunday 19th May at 

2.00, we would love to see you then. 

The first half of the oral history cassettes 

have been digitised and we are await-

ing the remaining tapes then we can 

prepare for the next evening 'Voices 

from the past'. This will follow the usual 

format, so watch this space for dates 

and times. 

Diane Blackett 
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... another outside rehearsed   

reading in The Paddock oppo-

site Filkins Village Hall on Satur-

day July 27th at 6.00 pm. 

This year we are reading a dou-

ble bill of 2 one act comedies 

by Bob Larbey. 

In A Small Affair, a cast of over 

dramatic has beens are re-

hearsing, in a regrettably small 

space, what may be their last 

chance of a successful show 

commissioned by national TV. 

But they are forced to move re-

hearsal rooms when a group of 

contestants in an idiotic panel 

show barge in. They are not 

helped by building works pro-

ceeding all around them. The 

romantic perils of TV rehearsal 

rooms are never far away and 

the requirements of the two 

groups are completely irrecon-

cilable. 

After you have spent a jolly in-

terval with friends and family, 

recovering from the surprises of 

the first piece, Half an Idea fol-

lows. Here our playwright ap-

pears very unhappy having 

seen the first rehearsal of a 

wedding which is far too funny. 

This hilarity must stop, but after 

he has rewritten the piece as a 

funeral, he fares no better. 

Come and enjoy not only a 

most chaotic wedding but also 

a funeral with ludicrous twists. 

The two plays have flavours of 

The Good Life and Please Sir. 

This year Filkins Theatre stalwarts 

are joined by several debu-

tants. 

The show starts at  6pm,and will 

be in Filkins Village Hall opposite 

if wet. 

Tickets priced £5.00 can be ob-

tained from The Village shop/

Post Office in Filkins or at Cots-

wold Woollen Weavers or  on 

the door. 

 Do come and enjoy another of 

our traditionally well received 

rehearsed readings. 

Jeremy Irwin-Singer 



 

Issue 187, June 2019 Filkins & Boughton Poggs 

8 

 

As previously 

m e n t i o n e d , 

the OVO Ener-

gy Women’s 

Tour cycle 

race is coming 

to Oxfordshire 

on Wednes-

day 12 June and will pass through F&BP 

(see times opposite.)  

The website and fliers are full of the usual 

g u f f  a b o u t 

‘carnival atmos-

phere’ and being 

’inspired to get in-

volved, making it a 

day to remember 

f o r  r e s i d e n t s , 

schools and busi-

nesses. It’ll be a fun 

and exciting day 

for all.’ but while of 

course they would 

say that, it is not 

every day or even 

every year that the UK’s biggest and most 

prestigious women’s bike race ploughs 

through F&BP so I do urge that if you can 

you get involved.  

Many of the world’s top cyclists, including 

Olympic and World Champions, will be 

involved so we should make them feel 

welcome. 

Again, the promotional material is replete 

with buzzy ideas (and if you want to know, 

c h e c k  t h e  w e b s i t e :  h t t p s : / /

news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ovo-energy-womens-

cycling-tour-is-coming-to-oxfordshire/ ) but there 

are a few simple things we can do that 

will definitely add to the occasion.  

Decorated bikes and bike trails 

If you have watched anything from the 

Tour de France or the other classics you 

will have seen decorated bikes all over 

the place. Think of this as at last a use for 

that bike-shaped object lurking at the 

back of the shed, or better find a suitable 

plinth for the (real) love of your life and al-

low everyone else the opportunity to revel 

in its simple beauty. (Just as well my wife 

never reads this.)  

OK, the rest is from the promo stuff ... 

Workplace or community challenge 

We want the OVO Energy Women’s Tour 

cycle race to leave a legacy for Oxford-

shire; motivating people to exercise, get 

fit, and keep fit. 

Challenge local businesses to get on their 

bikes. For example, a 24-hour static bicy-

cle event, riding the length of the route for 

your stage on static bikes to raise money 

for charity, or simply for the fun of it. 

Encourage residents to leave their cars at 

home on race day. Walk or cycle to van-

tage points. 

Schools 

The Women’s Tour is an ideal event to 

work in alongside existing health plans to 

encourage children to ‘get active’ and 

teach them about the importance of a 

healthy lifestyle. 

Why not highlight this to schools and intro-

duce them to a sport they may have pre-

viously been unaware of and link to lesson 

plans – sport, geography, history, lan-

guage and more? 

Sponsorship 

We are looking 

for sponsors for 

the Oxfordshire 

stage of the 

OVO Energy 

Women's Tour. 

There are dif-

ferent levels of 

i n v o l v e m e n t 

a v a i l a b l e , 

ranging from 

£50 ,000 to 

£1,000. For 

more details, 

please contact   

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ovo-energy-womens-cycling-tour-is-coming-to-oxfordshire/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ovo-energy-womens-cycling-tour-is-coming-to-oxfordshire/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ovo-energy-womens-cycling-tour-is-coming-to-oxfordshire/
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Remember that rolling roadblocks will be in place all along the route so make sure any 

travel plans will not be interrupted.  

Emily Ridewood 

emily.ridewood@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

07810 181631 

 David Heycock 

david.heycock@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

07979 700292 

mailto:emily.ridewood@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:david.heycock@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Fried Halloumi 

Cheese with Lime &  

Caper Vinaigrette 
It is amazing to think that Delia published 

this recipe in 1993 when I am sure not 

many of us had ever heard of Halloumi 

Cheese, let alone knew where to buy it 

(unless of course you were  on holiday in 

Cyprus!) This is still one of my favourite 

summer snack/starter dishes which is per-

fect for the BBQ or if the weather lets you 

down bring it inside and cook it on a grid-

dle pan instead.  

Ingredients To serve 3-4 

• 1 Halloumi Cheese (I usually do 2 as it 

is so delicious and we cant stop eat-

ing it!) 

• 2 tbsp well seasoned flour 

• Oil for greasing BBQ or griddle pan. 

 For the Dressing: 

• Juice and zest of a lime 

• 1 tbsp white wine vinegar 

• 1 heaped tbsp small capers, drained 

• 1 garlic clove, finely chopped 

• 1 heaped tsp grain mustard 

• 1 heaped tbsp fresh coriander, 

chopped 

• 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

• Fresh ground salt and pepper 

Method 

Simple!  For the dressing, just put all ingre-

dients into a jar and give them a good 

shake.  Put aside until needed. 

Take the Halloumi out of its plastic pack-

age and dry on a kitchen towel.  Then us-

ing a sharp knife cut cheese into 8 slices 

(do this carefully as it has a tendency to 

split).   

When ready to cook - for BBQ oil the BBQ 

grill well to stop cheese sticking, or if using 

a griddle pan, oil well and bring to high 

temperature. 

Press each piece of cheese into the sea-

soned flour. Turn cheese over so both 

sides are coated.  Add cheese to hot 

Grill/Griddle and cook for approx. a mi-

nute on each side until it browns on the 

edges.   

Serve straight away on warmed plate with 

the dressing poured over.  Great served 

on its own or with lightly toasted pitta 

breads. 

 

Editor’s note: every month Debbie rush-

es to get me the recipe on time so I can 

sit on it for a couple of weeks until I fi-

nally get around to putting the comic 

together. Sorry, Debbie, and thanks for 

all your hard work! Rest assured that be-

tween having two vegetarians in the 

house and my very limited cooking abil-

ity, YHC finds recipes like this utterly in-

valuable. 

Very genuine thanks, especially from 

Bea & Oscar  
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Day Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon 

Monday 9-12.30 1-5 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Tuesday 8.30 -12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Wednesday Closed Closed  Closed 3 – 5 

Thursday 9-12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Friday Closed 1.30 — 4.30 Closed 3 – 5 

Saturday  Closed Closed  9 - 11 3 – 5 

Sunday Closed Closed Closed 3 – 5 

 01367 860 620 01367 860 239 

This is to remind all residents of Fil-

kins and Broughton Poggs that the 

informal driving service covering 

medical visits to local hospitals 

and surgeries is still in being. A 

small pool of volunteer drivers take 

the task on. The procedure re-

mains as before - the contact 

point is Tony Woodford (860319) or, 

in his absence, Hilary Ward 

(860430). Volunteer drivers are 

identified and details passed be-

tween the parties concerned. The 

more notice the better. Individuals 

using the service must be able to 

walk unaided to and from the car. 

Charges vary from £2.50 for a local 

surgery run, to £5.00 for runs to Fair-

ford or Witney Hospitals, to £11.00 

for Oxford Hospitals (plus Parking 

Charge if incurred). 

Additional drivers are always wel-

come to join the team. If interest-

ed please contact Tony Woodford 

on 860319 and he will try to answer 

any questions you might have. 

Doctor & Hospital Runs  

All shop openings are subject to weather / demand! 

Green / Recycling   Grey / Household  


