Newsletter
All the news from Filkins
& Broughton Poggs

B

uongiorno da Roma where it is a
balmy 14 degrees and the combination of Half Term, AirBnB and a ticket fiasco earlier in the year means the family and I
have been clocking up an average of 17k
steps and 12km a day. Well, neither do
those ruins see themselves nor does the eating one’s own bodyweight in pizza at least
once every 24 hours resolve itself happily so
walking we must go. The last time I was in
Rome, all we had to worry about were Ultras
and the local riot police (1996: Italia 0—0 Inghilterra, since you ask) and while neither
were a lot of fun, on reflection neither were
quite as scary as the thought that win, lose
or draw in the next few weeks, my kids are
obliged to accept a more complicated relationship with their continental fratelli e sorelle in the years to come. This journal is and
should be apolitical but that does not prevent me exhorting you to engage in the debate and to hold our elected officials to account. And rigorously so.

Coming Events
1 Mar

Coffee Morning (VH)

20 Mar WI: Bees (VH)
22 Mar Deadline for April Edition
23 Mar Quiz & Curry (VH)

30 Mar Bric a brac sale (VH)
5 Apr

Coffee Morning (VH)
Contact the editor:
stfilica@mail.com

In other news there may still be time to get
your team in for the ever popular quiz and
curry night on the 23rd but you will need to
get your entry to Cris sharpish.

Something else that would be nice sharpish
are some new walks. With summer around
the corner, some new routes to explore
would be welcome and while I appreciate
that like a good mechanic or plumber,
these may be things you don’t want to
share. On the other hand, there is plenty of
countryside to go round so don’t be shy and
Enough (for the time being): I have been re- do share your favourite meander.
miss in my obligations as editor and so owe And finally, villagers have no doubt seen the
my apologies to you all and my thanks to notices exhorting dog owners to tidy up afCris for stepping in last month. Teaching poli- ter their animals. While these are not my
tics is hard enough at the best of times but own work, I certainly do agree with the senthe best of times this ain’t so instead it’s ra- timent and the provision of bags with the
ther like teaching juggling on a waltzer with notice was inspired. Given the number of
the lights out. So as you might imagine it dogs in our community it is evident that virtutakes time.
ally all owners do the responsible thing (it is
Something else that takes time is putting notably not thus in Rome) but clearly someyour stamp on a business and I hope that one is letting the rest down. It should not
next month’s newsletter will include a discus- need to be said and yet here we are
sion with the new management of the 5 Alls. (again). Let’s hope this is the last time we
Readers are invited to send me (through the have to raise this subject.
usual channels) any questions they would Have a great March!
like put to the new management and I will
Paul
do my best to get answers.
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Parish Council News

it each week!

our villages on the borders of West Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire
causes a nightmare of bureaucracy
when looking to travel to location such as
Lechlade, Swindon and Cirencester.

Footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways,
ways and the Definitive Map

We will be promoting the service around
Wednesday Bus Service to Carterton & the village as soon as we have final conWitney
firmations but please contact me if you
The demise of have any questions in the meantime.
rural bus ser- Kym Ford Parish Councillor
vices has been Email: Kym.ford@filkins.org.uk
in the news
again just re- Public Rights of Way Oxfordshire
cently,
our The Parish Council recently had a query
own 64 service raised by a local resident regarding the
being a casu- possibility of losing our local footpaths and
alty in 2016. We understand this is a real rights of way, so having investigated we
problem for some in our villages and we thought it would be a good idea to share
have been working with other local the report I gave at the recent Parish
groups, District and County Councils to try Council Meeting. This does relate to rights
and find alternative options.
of way across private land and not the
Unfortunately it is unlikely we will ever get footpaths along public roads and higha daily service back, and the location of ways.

However, we are delighted to confirm
from the beginning of April we have managed to secure the Villager Community
Bus V25 service to include Filkins on its
Wednesday route to Carterton and Witney. The bus can be flagged to stop by
passengers as it passes through the village
from the north down to the Five Alls before heading to Carterton.
Proposed Schedule [approximate time]

So that everyone - walker, rider, farmer
and landowner alike - may know which
paths are public rights of way, Parliament
has required certain local authorities,
known as surveying authorities to record
those rights on special maps and statements, known as definitive maps and
statements. The recording of a right of
way on the definitive map is a legal record of its existence at the date of the
map. This legal protection has both
helped to preserve rights of way and also
provided the backing for action by local
authorities to ensure that they are usable.

Outward: Filkins [9.42]—Carterton [9.55]—
Since the requirement to record began in
Witney [10.13]
1949 over 117,000 miles of rights of way
Return: Witney [12.08]—Carterton [12.26]] have been recorded on definitive maps
— Filkins [12.39]
in England. This information is used by the
On the return journey passengers will be Ordnance Survey to show rights of way on
dropped as near to home as possible.
its Explorer (1:25,000 scale) and LandranReturn Fares: Carterton £3.00 Witney £5.00 ger (1:50,000 scale) maps.

We are supporting the service from Parish In 2000 there was a change to legislation
Council funds, but to keep it viable we do that introduce a clause in the right to
need a minimum of 2/3 passengers using roam legislation stating that any pre 1949
rights of way must be recorded by 2026 or
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lost forever.

definitivemap/defmapPDFs/SP20NW.pdf

The definitive maps that cover Filkins
and Broughton Poggs, can be found on
the covered on the Oxfordshire Council
website:

Having studied both these maps it
would appear that all of the current
rights of way we are aware of are identified. However, if any resident is aware
of a right of way that is not shown, particularly any that may have existed pre
1949, please contact myself or any other Councillor and we will look at the feasibility of reinstating and modifying the
definitive map.

https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/
sites/default/files/folders/documents/
environmentandplanning/countryside/
definitivemap/defmapPDFs/SP20SW.pdf
And

https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/ Kym Ford Parish Councillor
sites/default/files/folders/documents/ Email: Kym.ford@filkins.org.uk
environmentandplanning/countryside/

BRIC A BRAC & TABLE TOP SALE

Filkins & Broughton Poggs WI

Hosted by

January’s meeting was a treat. An OSCAR
winning short film about a deaf child was
moving and thought provoking, then expanded by Clare Blackett’s excellent account of
her work in a school for the deaf.

SWINFORD MUSEUM, FILKINS
Saturday 30th March
Filkins Village Hall
12.00 to 4.00 pm
Teas and coffee available
Tables £10 please contact Diane
on 01367-860504 for more information.

We are looking forward to February’s meeting
when storytelling is on the agenda and, in
March, on Wednesday the 20th at 7.30pm, a
talk from Phil Sharman of the Oxfordshire Bee
Keepers’ Association. No, I’m not into keeping
bees either but I’m interested in these amazing creatures, love honey and share concerns
about their well being.
As usual, there will be a warm welcome in Filkins Village Hall, convivial company and refreshments.

VILLAGE HALL

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY
February's Winner was Gillian Lewis
Congratulations!

COFFEE MORNING

Friday, 1st March - 10.30 - 12 noon
Come and enjoy a coffee, Tea and home made
cakes together with exceedingly Good Company!
Top up on your reading books, lots
of books to choose from
April Coffee Morning, Friday, 5th
April
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**You can also add some chopped
cooked bacon or ham if available/desired

I have some laying chickens! Having lost
most of my flock to the nasty Fox last summer, I hatched a few more (mostly cockerels!!) so gave in and bought a couple of
point of lay chickens in September who,
alas decided not to lay until the New Year!
So finally they are, at last, earning their
keep by producing beautiful blue eggs.

Method

Such an easy delicious dish although you
do need to stand over it to make sure it
does not burn but the flexibility of ingredients means that you can just replace any
in the recipe with whatever you have in the
fridge. Also if you have any of the frittata
left over, it is great cold for lunch the next
day!

Pour the egg mixture into the pan over the
vegetables and cook over a medium heat
(check it doesn’t burn) until the edges start
to firm up but there is still uncooked egg in
the centre.

Heat the grill.
Whisk the eggs together in a bowl with a
little salt and pepper.

In a pan suitable for going under the grill,
heat a little olive oil and sauté the onion
Now to use them all up I am enjoying cook- and vegetable(s) until soft. Add the spinach and sauté until it wilts.
ing and eating Frittatas.

You will need a pan that you can put under the grill or in the oven so either with a
metal handle (be sure to wear oven
gloves!) or one with a detachable handle.
Ingredients (Serves 2)
•

Half a red onion

•

1 small courgette*

•

Handful of spinach or watercress

•

3 good sized eggs

•

40g goats cheese or other cheese
that you can crumble or grate.

•

Olive Oil

**At this point sprinkle in the cooked ham or
bacon if using.
Crumble the cheese over and place the
pan under the hot grill until the egg is
cooked through.
DON’T FORGET YOUR OVEN GLOVES!!
Cut the Frittata into 4 and carefully remove
from the pan using a spatula. Serve with a
mixed salad or crusty bread.

Variations:
You can use any white onion or spring onions and you can replace the courgette*
with red peppers, broad beans, peas, fennel etc.
Also add a small chopped chilli if you like a
bit of heat – add at the beginning.
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Saturday 6th July 2019
St Filica is excited to announce this year’s Summer Ball on
the Paddock, Filkins.
Celebrate in Raffles style, embracing the colonial luxury
and glamour of the iconic Singaporean hotel. Time to
mingle, shimmer and party, perhaps enjoying a Singapore
sling or several on the way
Tables of 12 or individual tickets available at £70 per person, including welcome drinks, fantastic dinner, dancing
and casino.
Booking forms available now from

mandy.scott@aplan.co.uk
or

https://filkins.org.uk
Demand is always high
Book early to avoid disappointment!
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Day
Monday

Morning
9-12.30

Afternoon
1-5

Morning
10 - 12

Afternoon
3–5

Tuesday

8.30 -12.30

Closed

10 - 12

3–5

Wednesday

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Thursday

9-12.30

Closed

10 - 12

3–5

Friday

Closed

1.30 — 4.30

Closed

3–5

Saturday

Closed

Closed

9 - 12

2 – 4*

Sunday

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

01367 860 620

01367 860 239
*depending on demand

Green / Recycling

Grey / Household

Doctor & Hospital Runs
This is to remind all residents of Filkins and Broughton Poggs that the
informal driving service covering
medical visits to local hospitals
and surgeries is still in being. A
small pool of volunteer drivers take
the task on. The procedure remains as before - the contact
point is Tony Woodford (860319) or,
in his absence, Hilary Ward
(860430). Volunteer drivers are
identified and details passed between the parties concerned. The

more notice the better. Individuals
using the service must be able to
walk unaided to and from the car.
Charges vary from £2.50 for a local
surgery run, to £5.00 for runs to Fairford or Witney Hospitals, to £11.00
for Oxford Hospitals (plus Parking
Charge if incurred).
Additional drivers are always welcome to join the team. If interested please contact Tony Woodford
on 860319 and he will try to answer
any questions you might have.
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