
Newsletter  
All the news from Filkins 

& Boughton Poggs 
The Produce Show and the fact that I am knee 

deep in apples and wasps can only mean one 

thing: Poppy, I don’t think it’s summer any more. 

But what a summer it was!  

Any who spends any time outdoors, be that up a 

mountain, along a trail, in the garden or on a 

bike will repeat ad naseam that there is no such 

thing as bad weather, just the wrong clothing;  

as one who had the misfortune to spend too 

much time on the west coast of Scotland during 

their formative years, I call nonsense on that. I 

hate the rain and I hate the cold and while ac-

cepting that both are a fundamental part of 

growing up and being British, I am no fan of long 

nights and dreech weather. And if the west 

coast of Scotland had felt any differently they 

probably would not have invented whisky.  

All of which is a convoluted way of saying that I 

loved our long, hot summer. As I write the sun is 

bathing the back garden with wonderful dap-

pled light but the length of the shadows and the 

light chill in the air make it clear we are living on 

borrowed time. For sure, the extended heat and 

lack of rain brought its challenges but I would ra-

ther those than having to tease frozen fingers 

from handlebars and to wait in some sort of chilly 

acclimatisation chamber to the point that direct 

heat can be approached without searing chil-

blains.  

At school, The Man always seemed to reserve 

the rugby fixtures against Strathallan (look it up) 

for February. Being in one of the lower XVs, we 

would inevitably line up on a pitch where play 

was only possible because sheep could not be 

safely grazed on so treacherous an incline and 

so remote from the rest of the school that any 

hot water they might have had was halfway 

down the drains  and into the North Sea before 

we could return, twice our starting weight under 

sodden rugby shirts and frozen half-solid, to a 

shower block where the only source of heat was 

the smoke casually blown out by the Arbiters of 

Cool, the Second XV. (Kids, it’s easier not to start 

smoking than it is to stop—just say no.) While it all 

taught me a thing or two about life, what I’m try-

ing to say is Winter Is Coming—there is not much 

we can do about that—but what we can do is 

make the most of the time remaining.  

Yes, Nature does give to every season some 

beauties of its own and winter does have its 

pleasures (Christmas, Lagavulin and Ardbeg to 

name but three) but I’d rather have my windows 

open, coats hanging where they belong and ice 

rattling purposefully and noisily in the G&T in my 

hand. Why, yes, another would be splendid! 

And of course, there are more things to look for-

ward to as the nights draw in and some of them 

you can see in the schedule above. There’s also 

a review of the Filkins Fun Day (thanks Rachel 

and Lee!), an update on the traffic situation,  

and of course the cricket match against Clan-

field and the Quiz & Curry Night. Croquet, on the 

other hand, will have to wait to next year. Hon-

est.  

All the best, Paul 

Coming Events  

2 Sept Swinford Museum 

7 Sept  Coffee Morning (VH)  

8 Sept  Ride & Stride  

16 Sept 
Filkins vs Clanfield Cricket Match 

(Langford CC) 

16 Sept Swinford Museum 

18 Sept Community Lunch (VH)  

28 Sept Filkins Theatre Play Reading  

5 Oct Coffee Morning (VH)  

6 Oct 
Filkins Families, Farmers & Festivals 

(VH)  

13 Oct Quiz & Curry (VH)  

Contact the editor:  

stfilica@mail.com 
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VILLAGE HALL: COFFEE MORNING & LOTTERY 

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY WINNERS: June - Craig and Tara Johnson; July—Carol McIntyre; 

August.- Helen Dunmore 

Congratulations!  

Our monthly Coffee Morning is back after the summer holidays! 

FRIDAY, 7th September, 2018 - 10.30 - 12.00 

Tea, coffee, cakes and a warm welcome to everyone.  

Yet again we were lucky with 

the weather on Saturday for the 7th Pro-

duce Show under the 'new regime'.  Sad-

ly the weather had not been so kind to 

the vegetable and flower growers, so en-

tries were rather down, but every class 

had an entry, if not so many as usual. 

Cookery, Floral Art and Craft were well 

contested and gratifyingly the photo-

graph section was exceedingly well sup-

ported and gave the judge a challenge 

the quality was so high. 

Cup winners for 2018 were as follows: 

 Vegetable: David Pitcher 

 Flower: Fiona Cowburn 

 Floral Art: Sue Matting-

ley 

 Cookery: Jane Martin 

 J a c k s o n  M e m o r i -

al  (most classes en-

tered) and Museum Cup (most 

points overall): David 

Pitcher 

Classes for next year's show 

will be published early in the 

New Year.  

We are considering bringing 

forward the date of the Show 

by a week - this might relieve 

the pressure of holidays and 

other events on the last Bank Holiday of 

the year and free up more of our resi-

dents to participate.  A  straw poll at the 

show indicated it might be a good idea, 

so do let us know your feelings. 

A big thank you as always to 

our judges, stewards, tea la-

dies and of course the com-

petitors. 

Jane Martin, DIane Blackett 

and Arlene Moody 

F&BP Produce Show 2018 
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RIDE AND STRIDE 
It is that time again when we gear ourselves 

up for the impending Ride and Stride day 

which is on Saturday 8th September. 

For those who are unaware of what it is about 

it is great fun especially if you enter as a fami-

ly. Riders (or striders) are sponsored either per 

church or for the whole event. The rider or 

strider then visits as many churches in the area 

he/she can in the time limit of 10.00 am to 6.00 

pm. Most churches are open and usually offer 

biscuits and drinks, one gets to know the best 

churches to visit by what they offer!!! 

The money raised is split 50/50 with half to the 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and half to 

the church of your choice. 

If you are not a cyclist you can join in by sitting 

in the church welcoming the riders. This is a 

very restful job as you only have to sign the 

rider's sponsor form and they are on their way. 

Please could you let me or Julia Neame know 

if you would like to go on the rota for welcom-

ing or if you would like a sponsor form for rid-

ing. 

Do please give it a try if only you visit our three 

churches, BP, Filkins and Chapel. Thank you. 

For more information telephone Diane 860504 

or Julia 860320. 

Village Cricket 
16th September 

A date has been set and a 

motely crew assembled. At time 

of going to press, we hope to 

contest the match at Langford 

Cricket Club, starting at 2pm, 

but please watch the notice-

boards for updates.  

The Squad is as follows: Andy 

Keating, Guy Burden, Barry 

Heath, Ian Grey, Charlie Payne, 

Nick Webb, Kevin Robbins, Jules 

Morley, Clive Mowbray*, Paul 

Floyd, Harry Puffett*, Martin 

Wright*, Elliott Greenwood, Lee 

Avery*.  

Obviously the numbers are look-

ing pretty healthy right now but 

anyone with any experience of 

these things will tell you that a 

lot can change between now 

and then. So if you are interest-

ed, please do let Diane know 

(and can those marked * 

please get your email address 

to Diane: 

R.D.Blackett@hotmail.co.uk ) 

We will try to get a practice in 

before the match, though look-

ing at those names it hardly 

seems necessary. Perhaps a 

meeting at the pub to confirm 

tactics, batting order and victo-

ry celebrations would be time 

better spent? 

See you all soon!  

Paul  
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In August a small group enjoyed time at 

Whichford Pottery, a favourite venue for 

the Gardening Club and, later that week, 

there was fun in the Filkins garden of one 

of the members.  

Towards the end of August almost 30 of us 

went to Wyck Rissington. After enjoying 

excellent refreshments in the Village Hall 

we visited the interesting St Laurence 

Church which celebrates its 750th anniver-

sary next year. Gustav Holst had been resi-

dent organist for a year when he was 17 

years old and the organ is still in place. We 

were lucky with the weather as we then 

enjoyed time in a lovely private garden 

which had many fascinating features – 

unusual plants; well-planned hard land-

scaping and water features ranging from 

a formal pond, a larger pond with foun-

tain and a delightful stream. It was a 

garden of many different parts but with 

no sense of the formal “rooms” which 

many gardens have but rather distinct 

areas which flowed one into another.  

As I write this for the Newsletter, mem-

bers are anticipating a visit to Rousham 

before the end of the month.  I will report 

on that next month.  

If you are interested in 

the Gardening Club 

please contact a mem-

ber or look on Filkins 

website under Leisure. 

Happy Gardening,  

Lucille     

lucille68@btinternet.com
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Appeal for Oxfordshire Memories 

and Objects from the Second 

World War to the 1970s from the 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO) 

in Woodstock is planning a new 1930-1970s 

Oxfordshire exhibition and is now appealing 

to the public for help filling new displays 

with local stories and mementos.  

The new exhibit will link the home front and 

domestic experience more closely with the 

county’s military history and tell the stories of 

the women and children living in close prox-

imity to the various military bases and loca-

tions that feature so heavily in the area’s 

history.  

One example is a child’s necklace given to 

a young Oxfordshire girl during the Second 

World War, having been made by a Ger-

man POW held at a local camp. Local 

POWs often made toys and children’s play-

things to sell for a little extra cash. The neck-

lace was kindly donated to the museum by 

Rosemary Warner from Witney. 

A set of dog-tags also planned to feature in 

the upcoming exhibition form a reminder of 

one young man’s time in the Stalag Luft III 

camp, now in Poland, and infamous as the 

location of ‘The Great Escape’. Sgt Leslie 

Mitchell from Woodstock was captured 

aged just 19 after his plane came down in 

1940. He remained a prisoner until 1945. All 

the time he kept in touch with home, and 

the letters sent to him provide a fascinating 

insight into war-time Oxfordshire. 

SOFO Museum would be delighted to hear 

from anyone that could help with this ap-

peal by donating their own objects, photos 

and stories. Please contact SOFO 

at: oxfordshirehome@sofo.org.uk.  Alterna-

tively, stories and images can be uploaded 

to the SOFO website directly by going 

to: http://www.sofo.org.uk/

storiesofconflictcounty/ 

SOFO also plans to take boxes of objects 

out into the community for reminiscence 

and outreach work with objects, maga-

zines, photographs and music to reflect a 

number of themes, including: 

1. Childhood  

2. Home Sweet Home 

3. Working Week 

4. School Days 

5. Saturday Night Out 

6. Celebrations and Jubilations 

7. Keep the Home Fires Burning (WW2) 

8. We're All Going on a Summer Holiday 

9. Hobbies and Gardening 

10. Local Oxfordshire Life: Town and Gown, 

Farming, Markets, Transport 

Vicki Wood, SOFO’s Education and Out-

reach Officer, says: 

“We are looking to local people to help us 

find the stories and mementos for the dis-

plays and reminiscence boxes. Do you 

have small objects or photographs of do-

mestic life in Oxfordshire from about 1930 to 

1970? We’re looking for ordinary items that 

are typical of each era – perhaps baby 

clothes, children’s toys, empty tins and 

packets, and items from the home. Perhaps 

you have diaries, letters or memorabilia 

from family members who lived through the 

Home Front in the Second World War, post-

war National Service or the Cold War?” 

SOFO Museum would also like to thank Ow-

en Mumford for sponsoring our reminis-

cence work. 
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Following on from the last two evenings, 

Pints, Pictures and Pizzas and the 50 Years 

of the By Pass, the Museum proudly an-

nounce their new extravaganza: FILKINS 

FAMILIES, FARMERS AND FESTIVALS. It is 

being held in the village hall at 7.00 for 

7.30 on SATURDAY 6th OCTOBER  and we 

will take you through the various aspects 

of the village you may not have heard or 

seen about. 

The cost is £15 which includes a good 

supper and plenty of entertainment. 

Tickets are limited so please order yours 

now by telephoning Diane on 01367-

860504. 

Be there or be square!!! (for those who 

remember the 60s) 

Museum News: Families, Farmers and Festivals 

Well, we arrived at our July mid-summer 

village lunch celebrating our 5th such 

occasion since its inception in December 

last year.   

When we first put our toe in these partic-

ular waters we had no idea as to how it 

would be received and who, if anyone 

would want to come along, but given 

the letters and emails we receive follow-

ing each lunch, along with the atmos-

phere generated and com-

ments given at the time, we know it is 

well received by all. The number of villag-

ers coming along to each event is aver-

aging more than 30, which is way be-

yond our hopes and makes it a genuine 

pleasure for Moira, Lexi, Pauline and my-

self to be involved with. So thank you to 

all those who support it.  

Our next Community lunch will be held at 

12.30 for 1.00 on Tuesday 

18th September, where again we will at-

tempt to provide good food and a glass 

of wine for all and where again, we will 

provide a vegetarian option for those 

who would prefer it.  

Could I please ask that you contact us 

by email or telephone to let us know if 

you intend to attend, (or not) - and to or-

der a vegetarian option if that is your 

preference. I will attempt to again send 

a reminder email to all towards the end 

of August, so if I don’t yet have your 

email address or telephone number, it 

would help if you could get them to me.  

Many thanks again for your support and 

we look forward to seeing you 

on 18th September.  

Best wishes,  

Moira, Lexi, Pauline and Don.  

Don.stowell@hotmail.co.uk 

01367 860090 

F&BP Luncheon Club 
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Rotary Club of Burford & 

Kingham news. 
During August we enjoyed a “President’s At 

Home” evening, had talk about the Yellow 

Hat Tribe art gallery and look forward to 

hearing about the Tolsey Museum and Bur-

ford’s history in September. Providing after-

noon tea and cakes at the National Trust 

Chastleton House continued. 

The June visit to Taylors Bell Foundry in 

Loughborough was so popular that another 

is being planned for September 19th to see 

a bell being cast. On September 21st the 

club is arranging a Charity Bridge Drive in 

aid of “Riding for the Disabled” in Broadwell 

10.30am - 3.30pm. £15  includes welcoming 

coffee, playing bridge, a 2-course lunch & 

tea/coffee. £17 ticket includes a glass of 

wine! 

If you would like to take part in either of 

these, contact Mike Clark 01451 830684 or 

mike.2015.clark@gmail.com 

Visitors to club meetings are welcome 

(contact secretary Terry Best 

at terry.a.best@btinternet 

beforehand). 

Photo Competition 

What’s your best image of this glorious summer? Send 

your compositions to the editor (it doesn’t need 

to be of F&BP!). A modest prize for the winner!  
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Day Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon 

Monday 9-12.30 1-5 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Tuesday 8.30 -12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Wednesday Closed Closed  Closed 3 – 5 

Thursday 9-12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Friday Closed 1.30 — 4.30 Closed 3 – 5 

Saturday  Closed Closed  9 - 11 3 – 5 

Sunday Closed Closed Closed 3 – 5 

 01367 860 620 01367 860 239 

This is to remind all residents of Fil-

kins and Broughton Poggs that the 

informal driving service covering 

medical visits to local hospitals 

and surgeries is still in being. A 

small pool of volunteer drivers take 

the task on. The procedure re-

mains as before - the contact 

point is Tony Woodford (860319) or, 

in his absence, Hilary Ward 

(860430). Volunteer drivers are 

identified and details passed be-

tween the parties concerned. The 

more notice the better. Individuals 

using the service must be able to 

walk unaided to and from the car. 

Charges vary from £2.50 for a local 

surgery run, to £5.00 for runs to Fair-

ford or Witney Hospitals, to £11.00 

for Oxford Hospitals (plus Parking 

Charge if incurred). 

Additional drivers are always wel-

come to join the team. If interest-

ed please contact Tony Woodford 

on 860319 and he will try to answer 

any questions you might have. 

Doctor & Hospital Runs  


