Newsletter
All the news from Filkins
& Boughton Poggs
Hello everyone and a happy Easter and April
to all.
This newsletter is coming to you a little late;
apologies for that: it was tapping along quite
nicely and then work, Easter and family intruded. Anyway, so it goes and here we are.
First, the good news and I am delighted to
put right an oversight from a previous edition. Way back when, commenting on the
extraordinary job done in clearing the area
around the paddock and bund, I neglected
to thank Trevor and Lee Truman for their contribution. I mention this as while walking the
dog recently I stumbled across them back at
it, shin deep in the brook clearing that out
having once again cut back the shrub that
can dominate the little dell. Their hard work,
alongside that of many others not least Mark
Truman, does so much to the look and feel
of the community and too often goes unsung. So thanks to you for that and we will all
surely enjoy the benefits over the coming
months.
Speaking of hard work, a hearty well done to
all those who made it to the Open Afternoon
at the Village Hall on the 18th of March, on
both sides of the tables. You could not have
asked for a better snapshot of the things that
make this community so special and to have
so many turn out despite the foul weather
just goes to prove what a great place this is.
(See sorry for the fleeting appearance to
promote croquet – I have tried to put that
right inside.)

Coming Events
6 April

Coffee Morning (VH)

8 April

NGS Open Gardens

18 April WI (VH, 7.30pm)
21 April Deadline for May issue
28 April Swimming Pool Opens
28 April Beer Festival
4 May

Coffee Morning (VH)

6 May

Swinford Museum open

31 May 361 Dinner
Contact the editor:
stfilica@mail.com
that not only has the 5 Alls been hit (twice)
but also that there has been a couple of domestic break-ins in F&BP. While surely this is
nothing to get alarmed about, it would not
hurt to be a little extra vigilant over the coming weeks; these things tend to pass fairly
quickly and with the clocks going forward
opportunities for criminality should be cut
back.

Just one more thing: the last Saturday of the
month sees not only the Beer Festival but also
the opening of the swimming pool! Summer
must truly be here, or at least around the
corner. Please can all who plan on using the
pool make sure they have their membership
and bands organised. We know how much
the pool means to all of us and wider community and as the trustees of the pool, no
one but us can make sure that this extraordinary facility gets the respect it deserves. ColFinally, some less good news. Regrettably I lectively we set the standard: let’s make sure
have to bring attention to what appears to it’s suitably high.
be an increase in reports of crime in the arAll the best, Paul
ea. While we are used to news of malfeasance in Lechlade and even Fairford, I hear
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FILKINS AND BROUGHTON
POGGS PARISH COUNCIL
VACANCY FOR PARISH
COUNCILLOR
Notice is hereby given that applications for the position of Parish
Councillor are now invited by the
Parish Council following the retirement of Councillor Rob Bohm.
Applications in writing explaining
why you wish to become a Parish
Councillor and what particular skills
or experience you would bring to
the Parish Council should be made
to Councillor Julie Tridgell at Colston House, Filkins, Lechlade, GL7
3JJ,
or
by
email
to
Tridgju1@outlook.com by Friday 2nd
May 2018 and interviews will take
place on Wednesday 7th May 2018.
Jeremy Irwin-Singer
Chair Filkins and Broughton Poggs
Parish Council

Filkins & Broughton
Poggs WI
February’s meeting saw a good
turnout, in spite of the weather, to
hear from local author Nick Jones.
His relaxed, informative delivery
kept everyone’s attention and
drew plenty of questions from the
floor.
In April we shall meet on Wednesday 18th at 7.30 pm in Filkins Village
Hall for a talk on the Magistracy.
Come along to find out more.
Gillian
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First World War
Anniversary
Poppies
Congratulations to all the kind
people who have made poppies to mark the anniversary of
the end of WW1. We particularly want to remember the men
from Filkins and Broughton
Poggs who lost their lives during
this war.
When this community project
started we thought we would
do well to create 200 poppies.
Now we are heading towards
1000 poppies…..what an
achievement. The poppies are
currently being sewn onto fabric
for display and will be hung in
the Museum initially for everyone to see.
If you still have
some poppies to be completed
Diane Blackett and I are still collecting.
Jane Martin is kindly creating
the banner to record the names
of the fallen from Filkins and
Broughton Poggs so it will be a
fitting way for us all to remember our village heroes.
Please contact either Diane
(860504) or Allison (860394) if
you need further information or
if you have some poppies to be
collected.
Allison Swales

Village Hall Lottery
March Winner
M. Witty
Congratulations!
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VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNING
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(10.30-12noon), Plants will be varied and
very reasonably priced.

A big Thank You to all the brave people
who trudged through the snow and came
We always welcome new faces to our Cofto our Coffee Morning on Friday, 2nd March. fee Mornings and it's a great way to meet
fellow villagers.
It might have been all thick snow and freezing conditions outside, but inside the Village The Village Hall (Carter Institute) benefits
Hall it was very warm and cosy. We all enfrom our fund raising and continues to be
joyed hot coffee/tea and a wonderful sesuch an important focal point for village aclection of cakes.
tivities. Please support
us.
Our next Coffee Morning will be on FRIDAY
6th APRIL from 10.30 - 12 noon.
Many thanks
Pauline Care
Please put Friday 4th May in your diary, as
we have invited the Gardening Club to
have a small plant sale during the morning

Swinford Museum

the village before it was built and how did it
change afterwards. To mark the date, 31st
May, we are putting on a dinner, with enI am busy preparing the exhibitions for this
forthcoming season at the museum which tertainment to explain all about this. Tickets
opens on Sunday May 6th at 2.00 pm. Dis- will be £12.50 which will include a three
cover all about how villagers managed be- course meal. Numbers will be limited so do
please buy yours now so as to avoid disapfore bathrooms were a common thing in
pointment.
the cottages. 2018 is the centenary of the
end of WWI so who were the men who
went to fight and who didn't make it home, THURSDAY 31ST MAY 2018 - 7.00 PM FOR
7.30 IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
the museum will display it all.
For more information and to book your tickAlso 2018 sees the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the by-pass, what was life like in et telephone Diane Blackett 860504. Thank
you.

Croquet
OK, this time it is really happening, by which
I mean a ladder running through the summer with a big prize (possibly), lots of fun
(probably) and drinks (definitely) in amongst
a huge amount of fighting over the interpretation of the rules and nosing around in other peoples gardens. As we are simple people with simple tastes, it suites all to keep the
rules as simple as possible: the competition is
open to pairs.

If
you
send
your
pair
to
me
(stfilica@mail.com) along with an entirely
subjective assessment of your own capability (5: Croquet Kasparov; 1: Croquet Kranky)
I will do the rest, which at this stage not
much more than settling on a date when
we meet in the pub to determine the finer
points of the rules. The competition will run
between May 1st and August 26th so please
get names to me as soon as possible. You
have been warned.
Paul
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they continue to maintain the village gardens on a voluntary basis. Money raised on
In the middle of 4th May will also go into this pot so please
March we had support us.
our second fall
of snow and on the Sunday my Currently, membership of the Gardening
dwarf Narcissus 'aTête á Tête' looked very Club is free and is available to any adult livsad. The very next day the sun shone and ing in Broughton Poggs or Filkins. If you are
they were immediately their wonderful interested in joining please talk to any memcheery sight. How clever is nature in looking ber of the Club or contact me.
after our plants – it makes all our hard work in Enjoy your gardening
the garden really worthwhile.
Lucille
Spring really is here and in April about twenty
members of the Gardening Club will be visit- 01367 860282 or lucille68@btinternet.com
ing North Cerney Manor Garden. It is known
for its winter planting and tulips, so tulip time
has been chosen for the visit to see this Cotswold garden.
Resilience

At the Friday Village Hall Coffee Morning on
4th May, the Gardening Club will have a table selling plants. This year St Filica has kindly
donated money to the Club so that members can purchase plants, compost etc as
work of various members of the Filkins and
Broughton Poggs Gardening Club that these
gardens are planted, watered and weeded.
In the May Newsletter Paul wrote about
St Filica has now given the Club a donation
many of the things achieved by St Filica. I
to help in the purchasing of compost and
can remember the very beginning of this
amazing village organisation. I little thought plants for these gardens so, if you support St
Filica, you support the gardens too. To raise
then what an impact it would have on village life in the years since. Thank you to eve- further funds for this purpose, at the Coffee
Morning on Friday 4th May there will be a taryone who has been, and still is, involved
with St Filica and, especially, Cris, the current ble selling plants which members have propChairperson; Paul the Newsletter Editor and agated or grown from seed. Why not take a
to all the other Committee members. You do look?
a great and unpaid job.
Lucille
As you walk around the village please look
Co-ordinator Filkins and Broughton Poggs
at the spring flowers and the shrubs in the
various village gardens – the tub outside the Gardening Club
Village Hall; the borders there; the areas out- Ed: many thanks for those kind words and for
side the Village Centre and those opposite
all the gardening club contributes to our
the Bowling Green. It is through the hard
community
Thank you St Filica!
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Easter Tea Ring
Showing my age here... my Mum used
to make this when I was a child, so this
recipe must be WELL over 50 years old!
You may not see it in time for Easter, but
it is still worth a go. Debbie
It has a delicious rich dough with the
fruit filling, if you can bring yourself to,
you can always give it away as a gift. It
might sound complicated in the construction but if you look at the picture,
take your time and think about it logically, it will all make perfect sense You
can always look at the recipe on the
website where the picture will be clearer!
Ingredients
680g strong plain flour

1 tsp salt

1 tsp ground cinnamon

1 tsp ground nutmeg

85g caster sugar

Grated rind of 1 orange

1 sachet easy blend yeast (7g)

110g unsalted butter

280ml whole milk

1 large egg, beaten
For the filling

110g seedless raisins

110g saltanas & 110g currants (or
use 330g of any dried mixed fruit)

30g demerera sugar

Beaten egg to glaze

5 tbsp warmed honey to glaze.


Method
Sift flour, salt, cinnamon, nutmeg and
caster sugar into a bowl. Stir in orange
rind and yeast.
Melt the butter and add milk, then beat
in egg. Add the liquid to the flour mix-

ture and mix to a soft but not sticky
dough. Turn out on to a lightly floured
work surface and knead for 10 minutes.
Place in a lightly oiled bowl and cover
with oiled cling film. Leave in a warm
place until doubled in size – about an
hour.
Knock back the risen dough and divide
into six. Roll each piece to a rectangle
measuring 6 x 9 inches.
To make the filling, stir the dried fruits
and sugar together. Sprinkle over the
rectangles of dough and then roll each
one up tightly from the long side. With
the seam underneath, for each roll into
a circle and seal the ends together.
Transfer the rings to greased baking
tray. Using a pair of scissors, cut half way
into the side of each ring at 1– 1.5-inch
intervals, then twist each segment at a
slight angle flattening slightly. Cover
with oiled cling film and leave to prove
in a warm place until doubled in size –
about 40 minutes.
Heat oven to 200 degrees C (180 fan).
Gas 6. Brush rings with beaten egg to
glaze and bake for 20 to 25 minutes until
gold and cooked through. Transfer to
wire rack to cook. Finally brush rings with
warm honey.
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As you may be aware from last month’s edition of this prestigious publication, The Filkins
Beer Festival Committee - Charlie Payne,
Andy Hoad, Ian Grey, Alan Law and Frank
Smith (Retired) - being gentlemen of a certain age have opted to offer villagers advice on all matters pertaining to etiquette,
personal grooming and social protocols.
Over the past four weeks we have been inundated with increasing numbers of villager’s letters requesting advice and guidance
on a number of sensitive topics. Below are
just a few examples…..
Dear Beer Festival Committee
Since his recent retirement my husband has
taken up golf with a passion; however and
despite numerous hours spent on the golf
course and many, many professional golf
lessons, he remains totally inept (at the
sport.) The extent of this inability was highlighted recently after the professional advised that ‘he was standing too close to the
ball.’ Seeking clarification, my husband enquired whether this was related to the positioning of his feet or the manner in which he
addressed the ball, to which the (highly remunerated) coach replied, ‘No sir, I was referring to your location after you have hit the
ball.’ Is there any advice you can provide
that might help convince my husband that
an alternative pastime may be worth considering?
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c) Buy him a Jaguar SK8 (pre-2006): the boot
is too small to accommodate a full set of
golf clubs.
e) Bring to his attention the regular occurrence of coronary arrests experienced on
golf courses. A chum of ours was recently
about to putt the ball on the 3rd hole of his
local golf course when his golf partner experienced a coronary arrest and expired. Our
chum then had to carry the unfortunate
man’s body to the Clubhouse, on his arrival
the Club Chairman enquired as to whether it
had been an arduous journey to which our
chum replied, “Not especially, however laying the body down and picking it up again
between shots was a little tiresome”.
Dear Beer Festival Committee
My husband is soon to retire and in preparation for the additional time he will have to
spare he has taken up cooking. This in itself is
not an issue; however, he does insist on putting very large amounts of fresh chilli in every
dish he prepares. Have you any suggestions
how I can dissuade him from this practice
without dampening his new found, culinary
enthusiasm.
Cris, Middle Filkins
Dear Cris

It is a well-publicised fact that chilli is the only
spice that burns you twice. Copious
amounts of this demon spice can have adverse effects on one’s health; there was a
Moira, Broughton Poggs
case recently of a young man who expired
Dear Moira
after eating excessive amounts of chilli. He
Please be aware that the middle-aged,
was however Scottish and involved in a chilli
male, ego is very fragile, therefore great
eating competition, both elements we becare must be exercised when broaching this lieve, were contributory factors in his untimesubject with your husband. We have consid- ly demise. If you cannot prevent your husered your plight carefully and detailed beband’s continued use of large amounts of
low are some suggestions as to how you
chilli in his culinary activities, then we suggest
may be able to rectify this difficult situation: that it would be prudent at all times to keep
a) Inform your husband that lavender, cerise a roll of lavatory paper in the fridge.
and lemon are not colours that suit him.
Dear Beer Festival Committee
b) Advise your husband that having one
pale hand and one sun-tanned hand is unsightly.

My partner has recently had a ‘significant’
birthday and has taken up cycling, whilst I
am grateful that he has not had a dalliance
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with a local barmaid or purchased a Harley
Davidson motorcycle, I do find the onepiece, elastic, garishly coloured, cycling suit
unsettling. Are these suits appropriate for a
man of his advancing years?
Amy, Lower Filkins
Dear Amy
In common parlance your partner is defined
as a MAMIL, (Middle-Aged Man In Lycra), we
can state, without hesitation, that the gentlemen of the Beer Festival Committee view
these suits as an abomination, never to be
worn by any man over the age of 25. Only

Filkins Litter Pick
A huge thanks to all for joining the litter pick
on Saturday. As you see from the pic below it
was well worthwhile and a huge amount of
litter collected again.
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recently the Committee met for a beer tasting session outside a local hostelry when a
MAMIL peddled past, red in the face and
sweating like a ‘Weight Watcher in a cake
shop’. When we were presented with a view
of his behind it could only described as being
akin to two little boys fighting in a sack!
For this and other sorts of wisdom, come to
the beer festival on Apriil 28th
Details as previously advertised. Admission
strictly by tickets (except news letter editors)
Email: FBF2017@alanlaw.co.uk
teas and for the cakes!
Please forward to those who I have forgotten/
do not have email addresses.
Very best wishes,
Roger

We had nearly 30 people in all young and old
Ed: Roger is far too modest and he deserves a
so a great turnout.
massive round of thanks for driving this treThanks also to Lorraine & Noelle and Rachel
mendous idea forward
for the

Blood Pressure Testing
Did you know…

BURFORD HIGH STREET
Saturday 14th April 10am-4pm.

High Blood Pressure contributes to around
HALF of strokes in the UK?
Come to Burford & Kingham Rotary Club’s
Know Your Blood Pressure event supporting the Stroke Association and have your
blood pressure checked for free!
It is QUICK, EASY, SIMPLE & PAINLESS !
at the Tolsey Museum
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Day
Monday

Morning
9-12.30

Afternoon
1-5

Morning
10 - 12

Afternoon
3–5

Tuesday

8.30 -12.30

Closed

10 - 12

3–5

Wednesday

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Thursday

9-12.30

Closed

10 - 12

3–5

Friday

Closed

1.30 — 4.30

Closed

3–5

Saturday

Closed

Closed

9 - 11

3–5

Sunday

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

01367 860 620

01367 860 239
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