
 

 

Newsletter  

Hello everyone and a happy February to 

you all.  

Today marks the welcome (as far as I am 

concerned anyway) return of the Traffic 

Group to the Newsletter. Even if it is only 

mentioned in passing, any attempt to raise 

the issue of traffic speed and volume 

through our villages is surely something to 

be encouraged. I would be delighted if un-

der someone’s diligent leadership the TfF 

group could rise from the ashes; the group 

page is still live on Facebook and a quick 

search will take you right there.   

Elsewhere, as the shoots of spring break the 

ground the level of activity is starting to pick 

up in our community and the first stage in 

that process is the St Filica AGM. For any re-

cent arrivals, St Filica is perhaps best under-

stood as the Village Fun Committee, the 

younger and more frivolous sibling to the se-

rious and sensible parish council. Between 

these two estimable institutions the village 

agenda is set and anyone with an interest 

in what happens here (which would be, er, 

everyone) should make sure they come 

along to the St Filica AGM and give some 

thought to serving on the Parsish Council 

(see Chair Jeremy’s letter inside for details.) 

Of failing that, at least come along to the 

traffic group, which as mentioned inside is 

usually a good excuse for a pint.  

And as we gear up for spring, can I make a 

plea for your favourite walks? We had some 

great family walks over the Christmas period 

(including a memorable New Year’s Day 

down at the Floating Islands in the Leach 

Valley that finished with 7 kids more or less 

swimming in the swollen bourne) 

and we could use some new 

ones. Details of that walk were 

posted way back but get me 

some more and I will add them 

to the record.  

And that will probably do it for 

now. Have a great month.  

Paul  

All the news from Filkins & 

Boughton Poggs 

Coming Events  

2 Feb Coffee Morning (VH)  

6 Feb Village Lunch (VH)  

16 Feb Deadline for March Edition 

20 Feb  St Filica AGM (VH) 8pm 

22-23 Feb Theatre Club (VH)  

2 Mar  Coffee Morning (VH)  

13 Mar Parish Council Meeting  

17 Mar  St Filica Quiz & Curry  

Contact the editor:  

stfilica@mail.com 
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Diary Dates  

Forthcoming meetings of the 

Parish Council are:  

 March 13th 2018 

 APM May 15th 2018  

 July 10th 2018 

They will be held at Filkins Vil-

lage Hall at 7.30pm. All are wel-

come.  

During the wet, winter months 

copies of the agenda will be 

posted at The Village Shop, The 

Village Bus Shelter and Brough-

ton Poggs Parish Council no-

tice boards, which are all pro-

tected from the weather.  

Agendas and minutes can be 

seen at www.filkins.org.uk un-

der Parish Council.  

Copies of both may be re-

quested, from the Clerk, at any 

time.  

Copies of Accounts for 

2016/2017 are also available 

on request and are also pub-

lished on the website 

www.filkins.org.uk 

Planning Applications (at the 

time of copy) 

There has been one new plan-

ning application within Filkins 

and Broughton Poggs: 

Application reference:  

Broughton Poggs Mill 

[17/04033/FUL Town and Coun-

try Act & 17/04034/LBC Listed 

Buildings and Conservation 

Act] 

Proposal: Conversion of existing 

barn into a one bedroom an-

cillary accommodation 

For further details or to see the 

plans on line, go to 

www.westoxon.gov.uk/

planning  

Playground  

The small slide in the play-

ground is at the end of its life 

and due to be taken down. It 

had been cordoned off until 

this could be carried out; how-

ever someone has taken this 

down. Please advise children 

not to use this piece of equip-

ment until it can be safely re-

moved. 

 The War Memorial  

Councillor Roland Jones has 

approached three suppliers for 

quotations for the work re-

quired to the paved area at 

the war memorial. He is await-

ing their response. We will keep 

you informed of the progress. 

Village Centre 

The Village Centre Building has 

many ongoing problems. 

Councillor Jeremy Irwin Singer 

has appointed a building sur-

veyor to conduct a full structur-

al survey. This is now in process 

and his findings will be dis-

cussed at the March Parish 

Council meeting. A report of a 

schedule of works with appro-

priate timescales and associat-

ed costs will be drawn up. 

Street Lighting. 

Two new lamps are now func-

tioning, one in Broughton 

Poggs and one outside the 

Cotswold Woollen Weavers. 

These are the latest LED energy 

efficient, programmable 

lamps.  

The overhead lamp at An-

struther’s junction was sched-

uled, by SSE, to be taken down 

on December 15th.  

SSE had arranged for their traf-

fic management company to 

set up a three way traffic light 

system whilst the work was to 

be carried out. This was can-

celled later on morning of the 

15th due to very heavy traffic 

using the B4477. We will advise 

when this work is to be re-

instated.  

Review of maintaining the ap-

pearance of the village 

It was agreed at the F&BP Par-

ish Council meeting to contin-

ue to clear untidy verges and 

grass areas throughout the vil-

lages. It was also agreed that it 

would be necessary to set 

aside more funds to maintain/

reduce the summer growth be-

cause OCC has cut the num-

ber of grass cuts down to one 

per year. 

The Bund. 

Mr King, WODC Chief Engineer, 

responsible for waterways, has 

visited and inspected the Bund 

situated on Ernest Cook land. It 

is his view that it is in good 

working order and will be re-

viewed again in the autumn 

2018. Although it not a Parish 

Council responsibility, Council-

lors are working to facilitate the 

best outcome with Ernest Cook 

Trust and WODC. A meeting is 

to be scheduled in the Spring 

with Mr King, Councillors and 

the Ernest Cook Trust as an on-

going review to ensure its sta-

tus.  

Bridleway 

Parish Council Minutes 
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There has been a complaint 

concerning the overgrowth of 

the Bridleway.it was agreed at 

the F&BP Parish Council meet-

ing to form to form a working 

party to clear it.  

Speeding and Heavy Traffic 

Speeding through the village is 

an ongoing problem particu-

larly on the B4477.  

It has been reported that the 

Speed sign once again is not 

working. This has been report-

ed to Highways. 

A request has been made for a 

Traffic Survey. The Council will 

keep you updated. 

Council Vacancies 

Councillor 

Councillor Robert Bohm re-

signed at the F&BP meeting in 

January. The Parish Council 

thanked Robert for his hard 

work and recognised the work 

he has contributed on behalf 

of the community.  

Clerk to Filkins and Broughton 

Poggs. 

Ann is retiring at the end of 

March. 

If you are interested in the 

above please contact the 

Clerk in the first instance.  

If you would like to receive reg-

ular updates by email please 

contact Councillor Noelle 

Walsh n.haslem@aol.com  

Ann Tyldesley, Clerk to the 

Council Tel : 01367 860130 or 

email filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

 

From the Editor: you may re-

member that a little while ago 

we convened a Transport for 

Filkins group, largely as an ex-

cuse to go to the pub but also 

so that we might discuss mat-

ters traffic amongst ourselves in 

a casual and non-judgemental 

way. Work pressure forced me 

to step aside but if anyo ne is 

interested in getting it back up 

and running the Transport for  

Filkins group on Facebook is 

ready and waiting 

A special letter from the 

Chair of the Parish Council  

Sir,   

At our last Parish Council 

meeting on Jan 8th, Rob 

Bohm, who has been a par-

ish councillor for several 

years, announced his retire-

ment from the council. 

Thanks, Rob. You certainly 

did your bit for our commu-

nity.  

I am writing this article to en-

courage people to consider 

becoming a parish council-

lor, now that we have a va-

cancy. It is important volun-

tary work. There are normal-

ly 6 parish councillors.  

We meet every 2 months in 

the village hall for about 2 

hours on a weekday even-

ing. In between those meet-

ings there might be projects 

to work on. These could be 

about planning, traffic, light-

ing or the state of our prop-

erties. It might take you an-

other 4-6 hrs every 2 months. 

Being a parish councillor is 

what you make of it but it 

need not be over time con-

suming and people in full 

time employment could 

certainly do the job.  

Filkins and Broughton Poggs 

is unusual because largely 

as a result of Stafford Cripps’ 

legacy in the 1930s we own 

land and buildings that 

need to be looked after. 

Strictly speaking these assets 

are owned by the Filkins Vil-

lage Centre Trust, but the 

Trustees for the time being 

are always the same people 

as the current parish coun-

cillors.  

We are trying to decentral-

ise our work so parish coun-

cillors have greater responsi-

bility for issues like those 

mentioned. You would cer-

tainly know much more 

about what is going on in 

your village.  

While I am Chair, I am trying 

to make the work more in-

teresting and more fun. 

However there is always a 

serious aspect to our work, 

to preserve, protect and 

help develop our wonderful 

community.  

So please do give this re-

quest your active considera-

tion and contact me if you 

would like an informal dis-

cussion.  

Jeremy Irwin-Singer 

07710825357 

jeremy. irwin-singer@gmx. 

com 
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The following letter has been received by the Chair of St Filica and is published by spe-

cial request 

4 Hazells Lane 

Filkins  

Dear St Filica Society, 

As some of you may be aware, at the beginning of October 2017 our son James was 

diagnosed with leukaemia. Naturally, this news came as a shock to both of us, and it 

has been very hard to watch our little boy going though such grueling treatment. 

Apart from making James very poorly over the last few months, the chemotherapy 

has had a number of other effects too. The main one is that he is now unable to walk. 

For a little boy who was accustomed to running around suddenly to find himself una-

ble to move out of a chair without assistance has been very frustrating for him. 

We just wanted to say a big thank you to everyone for your amazing support, kind 

letters, and gifts for James and for us. Also to all the people who have made us meals, 

dropped shopping round, and helped with washing and drying our clothes. 

Not forgetting a big “thank you!” to St Filica for arranging for Santa (who must have 

been extremely busy) to fit in a visit our house. James loved seeing him. Little things 

like this has brought our son a lot of joy during this very tough time. 

 Thank you best wishes for 2018.  

 Nesta, Nick and James 
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The magic of Narnia transformed the village hall 

at the beginning of December. Who would 

have thought that a step into the wardrobe 

(see Aslan showing the way) would take you 

into the White Queen’s presence?  

Diane Blackett and 

Jane Martin worked the 

magic and those who 

stepped into the fanta-

sy applauded the pro-

fessionalism of the cre-

ation. White Queen 

Lynne Savege didn’t 

seem to mind the icy 

temperature around 

her sleigh, though an-

other year, a strategi-

cally placed hip flask 

might be a smart idea! 

This side of the wardrobe door tables laden with 

seasonal crafts and goodies attracted Christ-

mas buyers and plenty 

of community spirit. 

The money from table 

bookings, refresh-

ments, buntings and 

homebakes went to 

the Church Fund for 

the two village 

churches. Good sums 

were also raised for 

the Museum, the Vil-

lage Hall and Save the 

Children.  

Have the organisers created a new village tra-

dition? Those who went along thought so and, if 

you missed the  

Christmas Fayre and Narnia Grotto, 

best look out for what might happen next year. 

Gillian  

Ice Comes Before Snow 

COFFEE MORNING 

Why not start the New Year and 

join us for the next 

COFFEE MORNING  

Filkins Village Hall, 

1st Friday of each month 

10.30am - 12 noon 

Everyone Welcome 

Delicious cakes, Coffee, Tea 

and plenty of good company 

Plus a good selection of books 

for those cold dreary days.  

Village Hall Lottery  
Congratulations to Tim Hambidge who was Janu-

ary's lucky winner 

The following were clearly very good in 2017 and 

so received an early Christmas present from Santa 

at the St Filica Carol Service:  

£50 - Mr Peter Berners-Price; £50 - Rev Karen 

Young; £100 - Mr Ken Greenway; £200 - Mrs Diane 

King 

It is never too late to join in so if you have not 

bought a ticket yet and would like one, please 

contact either Pauline, 860969 or Elaine 860740.  

The monthly prize is £40, it could be you next 

month!  

All proceeds go towards the upkeep of the Village 

Hall. 
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Having found this recipe last 

autumn in an old cookbook 

in Lynwoods Café, Lech-

lade, Emma Sparks some-

how found time to make it 

whilst busy preparing for the 

arrival of their lovely baby 

Ruben.  Fortunately, she 

gave me a jar for Christmas 

– unfortunately it was SO 

GOOD that the whole jar 

was eaten almost immedi-

ately!   

Probably the nicest marma-

lade I have eaten – great 

time of year to make it as it is 

not reliant on seasonal fruit 

and a perfect way to make 

the most of a cold winters 

night! 

The original recipe for ‘Citron 

Marmalade’ which was giv-

en to a Cambridgeshire WI 

in the 1920’s did not have 

ginger, but Emma added it 

which is probably what 

makes it so tasty and inter-

esting.  At your peril you can 

of course leave it out! 

Ingredients 

 8 lemons roughly 

chopped 

 3 pints water 

 3 lb sugar, warmed 

 1 jar stem ginger, 

drained and chopped 

(keep syrup for use in 

trifles, ice cream or in 

prosecco!) 

 Extra Equipment 

 Sugar thermometer* 

 Sterlised jam jars** 

(approx 6 small jars) 

 Bottling wax discs and 

cellophane covers 

Method 

Reduce the lemons to a 

pulp in a food processor. Put 

into a large bowl with the 

water and cover and leave 

to soak for 24hours. 

Place the chopped ginger, 

fruit and liquid in a large pan 

and bring to the boil.  Boil for 

2 hours until the peel is ten-

der.  Gradually stir in the 

warmed sugar making sure it 

is completely dissolved be-

fore bringing back to the 

boil. 

Boil rapidly for approx. 30 

minutes or until setting point 

is reached.  *If using a ther-

mometer, setting point is 

105C (220F).  If not using the 

thermometer, once the mix-

ture has thickened, put a 

small plate or saucer into the 

freezer for 5 minutes then 

drop a teaspoon of the hot 

mixture onto it.  Return to 

the freezer for 2 minutes 

then touch the mixture 

and see if it is setting.   It 

should wrinkle and feel 

gel-like.  If not, continue 

to cooking and re-test 

every 5 minutes until it 

sets. 

Once setting point is 

reached, carefully spoon 

the marmalade into the hot 

jars one at a time – leave ¼ 

inch headspace.  Wipe the 

rim and threads of the jar 

with a hot cloth to make 

sure no spillage.   

Quickly place a wax disc on 

top of jam then seal with a 

cellophane lid and elastic 

band or twist top lid.  If using 

the cellophane cover, mois-

ten the cover with a drop of 

water... stretch it across the 

top of the jar, pull it down 

and then quickly put the 

band over to seal. 

Label and leave a jar on my 

doorstep. Sorry, did I really 

say that?! 

** To sterilise jam jars, wash 

them thoroughly in hot 

soapy water, rinse, drain 

then put in the oven on the 

racks with space between 

them and heat at 120C for 

about 15 minutes or you can 

put them in a large pot of 

boiling water for 10 minutes 

then drain upside down on a 

clean tea towel then dry in 

oven. 

Debbie 
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Wide selection of friendly beers and fine wines available 

£15.00 per ticket which includes: 

First 2½ Pints 

Commemorative ‘Quality’ Glass 

Hot & Tasty Supper 

 FOR TICKETS EMAIL: FBF2018@alanlaw.co.uk 
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Filkins & BP Community Lunch Club 

Firstly a heart felt “thank you” to the 20 villagers who braved the snow 

and ice to come along to the first lunch club held in the Village Hall on 

12th December. 

Those who were able to make it, enjoyed a great event with good food, 

a couple of glasses of wine and some very lively chat and then unani-

mously requested that we arrange a second lunch and hopefully make it 

a continuing feature of village life. 

With that in mind, we are holding a second event at 12.30 for 1.00, in the 

Village Hall on Tuesday 6th February (at a cost of £8 per head). Many 

people have now had personal invitations and lots have already contact-

ed us to say they will be coming along. If you have not had an invitation 

or have not yet replied, there is still time to get in touch and book a place 

– so please do. 

We look forward to seeing you there. Don / Moira/ Alexis.  

Contact: don.stowell@hotmail.co.uk [tel: 01367 860090] 

Rotary Club of Burford & Kingham news. 

As 2017 ended the club donated towards Central Beacon 

Mountain Rescue Team HQ repair. 

We had two interesting talks: “40 years a vet” by Peter Aylmer, which in-

cluded local & faraway places, while Robert Llewellyn (Red Dwarf fame) 

was a splendid highlight of the Christmas Dinner & Charter night. Future 

talks include “A visit to Nepal”, “Parkinson's UK charity”, “Life in the Fleet Air 

Arm & as a defence industry test pilot” & the micro-artist, Graham Short, 

who engraved Jane Austen on the new £5 notes. 

2018 Fund-raising will include the May-time Bluebell Walk through Corn-

bury Park (including areas usually off-limits to the general public), the Bur-
ford Fire Station's River Thames charity walk, Christian Aid Week door-to-

door collection & helping with hospitality at the National Trust's Chastleton 

House. 

Later in the year, we plan to visit the Bell Foundry in Loughborough. 

Stephen Barber  [barber.sg@gmail.com} 
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Jumble Sale 

Saturday 17th March 

2.00 PM 

FREE ENTRY 

at LANGFORD VILLAGE HALL 

Good Quality Items 

Bric-a-Brac, Book, Handbags, Shoes, Nearly New, Cake Stall etc 

Raffle & Light Refreshments Available 

Please No VHS Tapes 

Hall Open 6-7pm Friday 16th to Accept goods 

Contact Doreen (01367) 860060 or Janet 860509 

Proceeds split 50/50 in aid of Langford Village Hall (reg. charity 1080040) & 

St Matthews Church - Langford. 

COMMUNITY  POPPY  PROJECT      

Following our collection of poppies at the December coffee 

morning, we had 471 poppies made. 

Thank you so much to everyone who attended that morning 

and a particular thank you to all the knitters and other craft pre-

senters of poppies. 

Since then we have made the decision to aim for 908 poppies to mark the 908,000 

British men lost in WW1.  So we are still making poppies and the current total handed 

in is 576 plus more which we know have been made. 

Diane, Allison and Jane are designing the display for the final presentation and we 

will incorporate the names of the 12 men who died in WW1 from Filkins and Brough-

ton Poggs.  If you have poppies to be collected or would like a pattern to help us 

make poppies please contact Diane Blackett  (01367 860504) 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE CURRENTLY INVOLVED  

Diane  
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Day Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon 

Monday 9-12.30 1-5 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Tuesday 8.30-12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Wednesday Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Thursday 9-12.30 Closed 10 - 12 3 – 5 

Friday Closed 1.30-4.30 Closed 3 – 5 

Saturday  Closed Closed  9 - 11 2 – 4 

Sunday Closed Closed Closed Closed 

 01367 860 620 01367 860 239 


