Newsletter
All the news from Filkins
& Boughton Poggs
OK, so who ordered an early autumn?
Happy September. And I refuse to mention
the weather again, other than to hope
that September is as good as it can be
and the rain stops long enough for me to
tackle the thatch that is the back lawn. So
much for the croquet season, but that is
definitely something we will do next year.
But for now it is all about mists and mellow
fruitfulness, and with that the produce
show and the light fantastic that is autumn
round these parts. And of course we all go
back to school and the roads, after a little
respite, go back to the regular grind.
And of course, round here there are few
roads worse than our beloved A40. My attention has been drawn to the petition
launched by our MP, Robert Courts, and I
would like to do the same to the wider
readership, something that can be done
without compromising the impartiality of
this esteemed organ: the congestion on
the A40 is not a partisan issue and whichever your shade of political hue, we can
all surely agree that the A40 has been in
urgent need of attention for some time.
And while F&BP has been spared direct exposure to the development raging across
the region, like everyone else we will have
to face the wider impact of the new
homes being built around Burford, Carterton, Fairford et al and one aspect of that
will be yet more traffic on the A40.

Coming Events
1 Sept

Coffee Morning (VH)

3 Sept

Swinford Museum Open

10 Sept

Swimming Pool Closes

16 Sept

FT Remembers Sir John
Cambridge

17 Sept

Swinford Museum Open

22 Sept

Deadline for Newsletter
August Edition

Contact the editor:
stfilica@mail.com
The petition itself is fairly neutral, asking that
‘the House of Commons urges the Department of Transport in Her Majesty's Government to offer funding and relevant expertise
to provide a long-term, permanent solution
to the congestion issues on the A40 as soon
as possible.’ While that is not about to get
the people storming the gates, it is a reminder to government that if you have congested roads, throwing up a few thousand
houses isn’t going to make that congestion
any better.
You can find the petition on Mr Courts’
website and anodyne or not, it is surely
something we should support.
So that’s that and it’s a shorter one this
month as everyone makes the most of the
holidays. See you in November (did I really
just write that? November?)
Paul
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COFFEE MORNING
Friday, 1st September 10.30-12 noon
Come for tea/coffee and plenty of
cake and have a chat with friends
and neighbours.
A warm welcome to everyone, Ladies, Gentlemen, little ones, visiting
friends, Grandparents
Also don't forget Pauline has lots of
good books to buy at a small cost.
All profit goes to the upkeep of the
Village Hall.
Thank you to Diane Blackett who
was your host for August

The Gardening Club recently welcomed two new
members and now has a
record membership of 45
people. Currently, membership is free and is available to any adult living in
Broughton Poggs or Filkins.
If you are interested in joining

please talk to any member of
the Club or contact me.
Last month we visited two fascinating and very different private gardens. First of all, we enjoyed a windy afternoon high
on the Berkshire Downs in the
garden of one of the country’s
most beautiful old rectories. The
owner gave us an informative
and amusing introductory talk
about how she had developed
the garden and grounds since
the 1950s. The view across the
valley; the relatively new arboretum and the many different
garden “rooms” were all well
worth going to see and then
we visited the lovely local
church with a John Piper window, a memorial to John Betjeman who had once lived in the

rectory.
We also visited a garden
near Cheltenham, one
which again enhanced the
owner’s lovely home. The
gardener explained the
concepts underlying the
different areas and then
pathways led us through
woodland; past many
beautiful trees; by brilliant
areas of planting; a vegetable section; past sculptures and to ponds filled
with colourful waterlilies.
Happy gardening
Lucille
01367 860282 or
lucille68@btinternet.com
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I have just realised from the
date in my River Café book
that I have been making
this recipe for over 20
years! Since moving to Filkins however and having
my very own Veg Patch, I
enjoy this even more now
some of the ingredients are
home grown.
Ingredients to serve 8-10 as
a starter






2 garlic cloves peeled
and chopped
1 small head celery,
chopped
2 small red onions,
peeled and chopped
900 g thin asparagus,
trimmed and slic\ed
450g thin green
beans, trimmed and

On a cooking related
theme, how many readers
are aware of the horror of
fatbergs? I don’t want to
go on about it here
(especially not after Debbie’s lovely recipe) but it
seems that these are a
growing problem in the
Witney area. To combat
this, the Woxon is one of
the few councils routinely
to collect used cooking oil
from households as well as
commercial entities.
Getting rid of the oil safely
could hardly be easier.
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chopped
450g fresh peas
900g broad beans
4 tbsp olive oil
1 litre chicken stock
Bunch basil, chopped
300ml double cream (or
crème fraiche)
150g freshly grated parmesan cheese
120ml pesto
Freshly ground salt & pepper.

Method
Heat oil in a heavy based
saucepan and fry garlic, celery
and onion for approx. 10 mins
until soft.
Divide all other vegetables into
two bowls. Add half to the onion mixture and cook, stirring to
coat with oil, for a further 10

minutes. Season to taste
with salt & pepper.
Cover with the chicken
stock and bring to boil.
Turn heat down and simmer for 30 minutes.
Add remaining vegetables,
cook for a further 5 minutes
then remove from the heat
and add the herbs, cream
(you don’t have to add it
all.. just to suit your taste),
parmesan and pesto. Stir,
cool to room temperature
then serve with some fresh
crusty bread.
Debbie

When dried, it goes in with all
other food waste but if you
can’t wait that long, pour it into
a clear plastic bottle and leave
it out. with your usual household
recycling.
This comes with a general request from Woxon not to flush
wipes, cotton buds, nappies
and sanitary products, none of
which will come as news to
those of us with tanks under the
garden,
For more details see the Woxon
website but that’s quite enough
for now!

August
Village Hall
Lottery Winner
C. Seymour at De
Marco
Congratulations!
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9-12.30

8.30-12.30

Closed

9-12.30

Closed

Closed

Closed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Closed

Closed

1.30-4.30

Closed

Closed

Closed

1-5

Afternoon

01367 860 620

Morning

Day

3–5
(if sunny!)

3–5

3–5

3–5

3–5

3–5

3–5

Afternoon

01367 860 239

Closed

9 - 11

-

10 - 12

-

10 - 12

10 - 12

Morning

Garden Bins
Fri 29th Sept

Garden waste changing in force—if you need
collection you ned to go through WOXON
council

Household Bins
Fri 22nd Sept

Garden Bins

Household Bins
Fri 8th Sept

Fri 15th Sept

Garden Bins
Sat 2nd Sept

Bin Collection
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