
All the news from Filkins 

& Boughton Poggs 

Newsletter  

Events for June  

2 June Coffee Morning (VH)  

4 June  
Swindford Museum 

Open 

17 June  

Midsummer Night’s 

Dream: Rehearsed 

Reading (The Paddock)  

18 June  
Swindford Museum 

Open 

21 June  WI: Hand Bells (VH)  

23 June  
Deadline for Newsletter 

July Edition  

24 June  Summer Village Ball  

Contact the editor:  

stfilica@mail.com 

Hello everyone and a happy June to one 

and all  

This will be getting to you a little on the 

late side. Much as I would like to blame 

contributors for late copy, the fault is mine 

entirely but please accept my apologies 

and think of the children – I have been 

trying to help my Sixth Form get ahead of 

the UCAS applications process by starting 

early (hard) while simultaneously trying to 

make explicable the political machina-

tions of any particular day since the Brexit 

vote (significantly harder.) I appreciate 

that barely a month goes by without a 

reference to something political into the 

newsletter and while I am inclined to-

wards apologising for shop talk, politics 

does matter, just a bit. And so please in-

dulge me one last time and vote on June 

8th. I don’t care for whom you vote 

(rubbish: of course I do and you should 

vote REDACTED) but just get out there 

and vote. Or spoil your ballot. At least do 

something that will count towards either 

the result or an otherwise more or less co-

herent expression of dissatisfaction with 

the current settlement. Seriously, if anyone 

were to start a party called ‘None of the 

Above’ I’m pretty sure it would clean up. 

Hang on, © that idea 

right now.  

On to more important 

matters: ain’t the village 

looking grand? Those of you who mean-

dered round the many gardens on display 

last month (see inside) cannot conclude 

other than that we live in a singularly spe-

cial place. This thought struck me for a 

second time in a few days as I arrived at 

the swimming pool with the kids on an 

evening that to that point had probably 

been as peaceful as it was beautiful.  

I wonder if sometimes we take the pool for 

granted. Full disclosure – I have a dog in 

this fight and as one of the pool elves 

(Kelpies/Naiads?) take my turn keeping 

the pool clear and hygienic. This is not too 

onerous and involves daily checks of the 

chemical levels along with the occasional 

hoovering out of the pool and generally 

keeping an eye out (more volunteers al-
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ways welcome). It’s just one 

of the many quiet little jobs 

that gets done around here 

(see request Alan on P7) and 

that help make F&BP the 

place it is and so I have no 

qualms whatsoever in using 

this magazine as a pulpit 

from which to ask that we all 

treat the pool with respect. 

Not only is it a very visible 

representation of our villag-

es’ special qualities but it is 

also a draw for visitors from 

neighbouring and lesser set-

tlements. How we behave 

around our pool sets the 

standard for general behav-

iour and so it would be great 

if we all try to follow the rules: 

every pool user knows them 

(or should) so just follow 

them. And if we do that then 

so will all our visitors and eve-

ryone will be happy.  

And the first and biggest is to 

wear your band with pride. 

This is simply how the pool 

works so wear your band 

and don’t be surprised if 

someone calls you out for 

not wearing it; we can 

hardly expect any visitor 

to the village to obey pro-

tocol if we flaunt it care-

lessly. This mini-tant is not 

in response to any particu-

lar incident but rather the 

cumulative effect of hav-

ing watched too silently 

for too long as from time 

to time life is made harder 

than it has to be for those 

volunteers trying to keep 

the place running. And it is 

not directed at any one 

person or group but rather 

a plea that we stand to-

gether to ensure that the 

pool is the place we want 

it to be and that everyone 

treats it (and the members 

of the committee who try 

to police the place with a 

light and unobtrusive 

touch) with appropriate 

respect and considera-

tion.  

And if you have a prob-

lem with this abuse of priv-

ilege, a reminder that we 

are still looking for a volun-

teer to fill the editorial 

chair from the new year. I 

hope I have done a rea-

sonable job lowering ex-

pectations to more rea-

sonable standard after 

the sterling work of Don 

‘The Don’ Reed but I can 

only drag this rag so far 

into the gutter before 

someone has to rescue it.  

Have a great month!  

Paul  

Filkins & Broughton Poggs  Women’s Institute  

There was a musical theme 

to our last meeting in May 

when, having discussed the 

National WI Resolutions early 

on, we relaxed, listening to 

members’ musical choices. 

The selection ranged from 

jazz to classical and no two 

tunes were the same. And, as 

also requested, everyone 

brought along a book of 

choice with fact and fic-

tion, self-help discussion 

and poetry in the mix. It 

was fun to hear the stories 

behind the choices. 

A reminder that the next 

meeting is on Wednesday 

21st June at 7.30pm in the Vil-

lage Hall and we shall be try-

ing out the handbells. A Mid-

summer Medley, perhaps? 

Come along and join us. 

Gillian 
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The next meeting of the Parish 

Council is Wednesday, 12th of 

July and will be held in Filkins Vil-

lage Hall. All are welcome.  

Copies of the agenda will be 

posted at: The Village Hall, Vil-

lage Shop, Village Bus Shelter 

and Broughton Poggs Parish 

Council notice boards.  

Agendas and minutes can be 

seen at www.filkins.org.uk under 

Parish Council. Copies of both 

may be requested, from the 

Clerk, at any time. 

Annual Parish Meeting 2nd May  

The APM meeting was held at the 

Methodist Chapel with 27 resi-

dents attending. It proved to be 

a lively, interactive meeting. Draft 

minutes are now available on line 

at Filkins.org.uk/parishcouncil. 

Several topics were raised during 

the meeting including: 

Verges The verges around the 

village are overgrown as a result 

of O.C.C. reducing their annual 

verge cutting along the highways 

to once or twice per year. A re-

quest was made from the floor as 

to whether the Groundsman 

could cut some of them back 

where it was safe to do so. The 

PC agreed to look into this. 

Car Parking at the Village Centre 

The car park is often full and now 

that the Swimming Pool has 

opened for the summer this was a 

cause for concern of children’s 

safety. The Parish Council cannot 

police this as it is an issue that 

needs to be dealt with the Village 

Centre businesses and visitors 

alike. 

Bunds There was concern over 

what was happening with the 

maintenance of the bunds – 

funded and built by WODC in 

2007. Cllr Keith Perry stated that 

the bund level had settled mak-

ing it less effective and in addi-

tion cows have been allowed to 

graze across it. Although there is a 

previous agreement in place with 

the landowners, Ernest Cook Trust, 

to fence the land off this had not 

happened because of a labour 

shortage due to illness. The Parish 

Council will negotiate with the 

landowner to ensure it installed. 

Chairman’s report 

Cllr Keith Perry delivered his annual 

report and announced that after 

eleven years as a Councillor he was 

standing down from his duties as 

Chairman. Cllr Jeremy Irwin Singer 

thanked Keith for his diligence and 

the hard work he has undertaken 

on behalf of Filkins & Broughton 

Poggs Parish Council. 

The newly appointed Chairman of 

the Parish Council is Jeremy Irwin 

Singer.  

Police report 

The local police were invited to the 

meeting; however, PC Colin Davis 

could not attend. He did send a 

breakdown of criminal activity with-

in the local area, including but not 

specifically Filkins and Broughton 

Poggs that showed: 

1 burglary in Non-dwellings; 6 thefts; 

2 criminal damage; 1 public order 

offence; 2 dangerous dog offences 

plus instances of rural crime and 

anti-social behaviour. 

The most frequent issue is speeding. 

Regrettably residents who have 

mentioned the issue to the team 

have themselves been booked! 

Please do drive carefully through 

the village and within its speed lim-

its. 

Parking is another priority particular-

ly around local schools - tickets are 

being issued. 

Councillor Roles & Responsibilities 

Each Councillor has agreed to 

oversee a specific area of Parish 

Council duties.  

If you have any village issues you 

would like to discuss please con-

tact the clerk in the first instance 

who will direct your enquiry to the 

following:  

Communications: Cllr J Tridgell 

and Cllr N Walsh  

Cemetery: Cllr R Bohm and Cllr R 

Jones 

Highways and Environment: Ann 

Tyldesley - Clerk 

Planning: Cllr R Bohm and Cllr R 

Jones 

Playground : Cllr J Tridgell and Cllr 

R Jones 

Village Centre Trust: Cllr Jeremy 

Irwin Singer 

Planning 

The status of current planning ap-

plications, within Filkins and 

Broughton Poggs, as at date of 

submission of copy, 19th of May, 

is as follows: 

Woodbine Cottage: approved 

The Post House: approved 

Oxlease Farm: under considera-

tion 

The Tallots: under consideration 

The Old Bull: under consideration 

Brockton House: under considera-

tion 

For further details or to see the 

plans on line, go to 

www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning 

Playground 

An order has now been placed 

for a Space Frame (Discovery), 

Log Traverse and Single Stepping 

Log to replace the equipment 

F&BP Parish Council  
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By the time you read this 

the weather may have 

changed completely but 

as I write it is raining at last 

– how happy our plants 

must be after so many dry 

weeks and how lovely to 

have no need to water.  

The May Gardening Club visit to 

The Coach House garden in 

Ampney Crucis has not yet tak-

en place so there will be news 

on that next month. In early 

June members will be visiting 

two of the lovely gardens in Bur-

ford and then there are events 

arranged for the rest of the 

summer. 

If you live in the village, you are 

that was dismantled.  

A big thank you to the Floyd chil-

dren, who attended the Parish 

Council Meeting in May to high-

light that there were some con-

cerns over other playground 

items. These had not been picked 

up by the ROSPA safety report. 

Cllr Jones thanked the children 

for bringing this to the Parish 

Council’s attention and has 

agreed to meet with the children 

at the playground to discuss their 

concerns. 

Village Maintenance & Street 

Lighting 

Orders have been placed with 

SSE to replace the both the lamps at 

Broughton Poggs and one across the 

road from the Cotswold Woollen 

Weavers in Filkins. SSE and their con-

nection team will start work as soon 

as their connection team can fit this 

into their schedules. The two lamps 

will be replaced with the latest tech-

nology, low energy LED units.  

 At the present time we do not have 

a resolution for the lamp at An-

struther’s. This is still under discussion 

with the owners of Bridge Cottage 

and SSE.  We will keep you updated 

as we are very aware that this is a 

dangerous junction. 

Village Communication & Infor-

mation 

In order to make Parish Council 

village communications more 

easily accessible, the Parish 

Council is setting up its own data-

base of residents. If you would like 

to receive regular updates by 

email please contact Noelle 

Walsh n.haslem@aol.com . 

Be assured that your details will 

be confidential and will never be 

given to a third party.  

Any comments/concerns on mat-

ters related to the Parish Council 

in the first instance please speak 

to the Clerk, Ann Tyldesley (01367 

860130) or by email: fil-

kinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk  

very welcome to join our 

informal and friendly Gar-

dening Club. For further in-

formation please talk to 

any current member (there 

are over 40 of us); look on 

the Filkins website under 

Leisure or contact me on 

01367 860282 or lu-

cille68@btinternet.com 

Happy gardening, 

Lucille 

After a month of challenging 

weather conditions, it would 

seem that our prayers were 

answered and after a rather 

overcast morning on the 21st 

May, we were indeed 

blessed with wonderful hot, 

sunny weather. This year we 

had 12 gardens and the Al-

lotments open, providing the 

visitors with a vast variety of 

styles on which to feast their 

eyes and to judge by the 

very positive comments 

were greatly enjoyed. Once 

again Tortworth Plants had 

an excellent plant stall and 

they kindly donated £50 to 

the NGS. So, excluding the 

numerous children, we sold 

369 tickets, a goodly turnout 

with the total amount going 

to the NGS of £2171. 

As always the teas provided 

at the village hall by Gill Alli-

son and the team of bakers 

are an integral part of the 

day and this year they raised 

more than £650 in support of 

the churches.  

We’d like to thank everyone 

who contributed their efforts 

and their lovely  

gardens to make another 

very successful open day.  

Chris Carter and Avril Payne 

Filkins & Broughton Poggs  NGS Open Gardens 
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There are two types of 

people: those who love 

croquet and those who 

have yet to try croquet.  

For sure, it does lend itself to lazy carica-

ture, of fey and foppish dolts giggling idi-

otically as they make their way blithely 

through life and their trust fund but hate 

the player, not the game. Croquet is skil-

ful, tactical and extremely vicious and all 

of that, as well as the fact that it can be 

played with drink in hand (75% of the 

time), makes it extremely well suited to 

F&BP and the stereotyping can go hang.  

Anyone interested in getting an informal 

league together should drop me a line (I 

nearly said casual, but as those who have 

played are very much aware, croquet 

may be informal but it is never casual and 

only on very special occasions relaxed.) If 

numbers support a box league then great; 

if they don’t then we will work out some-

thing else. All you need is a lawn; in the 

perfect world it would be flat and large 

but if every lawn was flat and large how 

dull (and therefore imperfect) would life 

Croquet, Anyone? 

be? Drinks are optional, good chat less 

so. And the more croquet sets the merrier 

in my book.  

So, please do drop me a line (either at 

stfilica@mail.com or 

Floyd@paulfloyd.com) and I will try to get 

a group up and running on facebook or 

similar.  

Mallets at sunset, sundowners at hand 

Paul  

Rules can be found here: https://

www.croquet.org.uk/?p=games/

garden/rules/GardenRules 

Evidence of mallet malice here: https://

www.spectator.co.uk/2015/07/croquet-is

-a-sport-that-makes-you-want-to-cheat-

and-kill/# 

We are recruiting! 

Recently refurbished, stunning hotel, vibrant busy bar and restaurant, 

requires great new staff in various positions to join our already fantas-

tic team. Being a hospitality business some positions require weekend work and evenings.  

Waiters/Waitresses/Bartenders - both full and part time (over 18's please.) 

Night Porters — Housekeepers — Breakfast Supervisor— Assistant Manager  

Please email a current CV and position of interest to  

info@thebullhotelfairford.co.uk  

 or call 01285712535 to find out more. 

The Bull Hotel, The Market Place, Fairford, Gloucestershire, GL7 3AA 

We also have some FOH and Chef positions available at our sister pubs, The Five Alls in Fil-

kins and The Plough in Kelmscott, please email or call each pub for details. 

mailto:info@thebullhotelfairford.co.uk
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Villagers may be aware that a small team 

of residents act as volunteers to cut Filkins 

Church grass during the season, thus mak-

ing a valuable saving on grass cutting fees. 

I am sure you will agree that keeping the 

centrepiece of our village looking lovely, is 

a noble pursuit. Therefore, if you feel you 

may be able to join the team, cutting the 

grass just a couple of times during the 

year, please do let me know. Church 

mower and fuel supplied! Many 

thanks. 

Alan Ashforth-Smith 

Meadow Cottage 

(ashforthsmith@btinternet.com) 

Volunteers Needed! 
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