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Hello everyone. So, last 
month’s newsletter was a 
little on the late side and 
apologies for that; on the 
other hand, to judge by the 
responses received it seems 
to have been worth the wait 
and thanks to Cris for 
sourcing the new printer and 
many thanks to all those 
who were kind enough to 
comment on the new 
layout. It looks like you are 
stuck with it for the time 
being.  
While F&BP rarely looks 
shabby, there can be little 
doubt that the summer 
really brings out the best in 

 

NEWSLETTER 
All the news from Filkins & 

Boughton Poggs 
May Events 

  

Deadline for July 
Newsletter 

June 11 Lysistrata Rehearsed 
Reading (PG) 

June 16 Traffic Group 
Meeting at the Five 
Alls  

 

Dear Villagers, 

We do hope you enjoy reading 
the newsletter and especially in 
Paul’s new format. 

We are looking for someone to 
take over a delivery round for 
us from August 2016. 

Would you be interested in 
helping out for ½ hour at the 

end/beginning of each 
month. 

We also have a couple of 
gazebo bookings and a 
marquee booking. If you 
are available to help 
please get in touch, we do 
not call on you very often 
and it takes about 1-2 hours 

for the marquee or 45 
mins for a gazebo 
booking.  

If you are please contact 
Cris Hoad 860388 or email 
on stfilica@hotmail.com  

We look forward to 
hearing from you!!! 

June 17 

Swinfor
d 
Museu
m 85th 
Anniver
sary 

 

June 10 Village Hall Coffee 
Morning  

the place and the 
recent combination of 
hot weather and heavy 
rain has worked its 
magic such that 
everywhere the village is 
exploding into life. Which 
raises the question of 
verge cutting, of which 
more in due course! 
Comments, questions 

and articles to the usual address, 
please! 
Best wishes, Paul  

stfilica@mail.com 

mailto:stfilica@hotmail.com
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Council Notes   

Apologies from the Council but 
between the transition and the 

annual meeting on Wednesday 25 
May, the usual notices are not ready 

in time for going to press. They will be 
published through the other usual 

channels, which will see them on the 
Filkins website in due course.  

Members of the Parish Council - Keith 

Perry (Chair), Jeremy Irwin-Singer 

(Vice Chair), Rob Bohm, Roland 

Jones, Roger Chitty, Noelle Walsh. 

The Clerk is Ann Tyldesley. She can be 
contacted on 

filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk  Tel: 860130 

 

 

Filkins & Boughton 

Poggs Parish 

Council 

(Hopefully) Useful Contacts: 

The Editor (Paul Floyd): stfilica@hotmail.com 

Parish Clerk (Ann Tyldesley): filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Commander in Chief St Filica (Cris Hoad): 
stfilica@hotmail.com 

Mobile Library 

Visting Filkins every fortnight outside Filkins 

Village Hall from 1.30-2pm 

1st and 15th June  

mailto:filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:stfilica@hotmail.com
mailto:filkinsclerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:stfilica@hotmail.com
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Filkins Traffic 
Following last month’s newsletter, a few hearty souls from the village bravely withstood the 

privations of the pub to discuss traffic matters. This is what they thought.  

Forgive me if we go on at some length but this is quite important. And keep going to the end 

as there is a test afterwards.  

1. Speed limits. The group was unanimous that addressing speed of traffic should be the 

group’s priority.  

a. The group concluded the best outcome would be a 20mph zone covering the area 

bounded by the A361, the B4477 (but probably not including the B4477 itself) and the 

roads linking the B4477 and the A361.  

i. How to go about this is another matter and the group intends to contact 

various other organisations, including but not limited to the 20isplenty Witney 

contact and the organisers of the Southrop speed limit.  

b. The B4477. The group recognised that the speed limit on the B4477 had already been 

reduced in living memory to 40mph and then to 30mph and that further reductions 

were (sadly) unlikely. The best possible outcome appeared to be enforcing the 

existing limit more effectively.  

i. The group intends to contact various other organisations, principally the Parish 

Council and the police to see how this might be done.  

ii. It was also suggested that since a great deal of the increased traffic volume 

on the road can be explained in terms of redirected traffic from closed bases 

towards Brize, it might be worth exploring the matter with local base liaison 

officers. This should not be read as an indictment of all those driving to Brize, of 

course.  

c. Other measures, including traffic calming measures would be considered on advice.  

2. Traffic Flow  

a. The group concluded that the most likely outcome from any one way systems would 

be a speeding up of traffic, and this would therefore be counterproductive. Into the 

bin with that idea.  

b. While the Goodfellows underpass might seem underused, given the paucity of 

pedestrian provisioning around in the area this is probably no bad thing. Funnelling 

more traffic through the pass would only increase the likelihood of an accident 
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around Moat Cottages or by the Chapel.  

c. B4477. It is only a matter of time before there is a serious accident at the junction by the 

Mill and the group felt that best way to address this was to argue for a change of  the 

junction from Give Way to Stop and to push for improved signage on the approach. 

Again, the group is prepared to raise this issue with the relevant authorities.  

i. The group expressed concern that traffic use of the B4477 seemed likely to head 

only in one direction and that with current levels of development that the road is 

likely to see ever more of its use by HGVs. To combat this, the group suggested a 

two-pronged strategy intended to exploit bureaucratic opportunities.  

ii. The turn itself. How easy is it for an HGV to turn from the Mill towards the B4477 

without crossing the white line? If it turns out that this is impossible, would it be 

possible to propose that the road is closed to HGVs? 

iii. The Bridge. Can the bridge withstand such heavy use? Can it withstand two HGVs 

at the same time? Perhaps a structural engineer could be found and their 

opinion considered? 

3. Parking  

a. There being some time, the question of parking was raised. The group wondered if it 

were possible that some arrangement be devised by the Village Hall to exploit its 

(limited but material) car park effectively. If it were preferred that the parking be closed 

to the public, then could it not be possible that a deal be struck with – for example – 

staff from the pub and the nursery? A small fee would not be unreasonable and any 

reduction in the number of cars on the highway can only be a good thing.  

There being no other business, the meeting concluded after a couple of pints (9pm.)  

Next meeting: 16 June, Pub, 8pm  

For the agenda: matters arising and the division of tasks! 
Thanks for getting this far. I appreciate that there may be bits here you agree with and bits you disagree with 

but I hope that we all agree that we live in the same village and that vehicles – whether stationary or 

moving – are an issue that will not go away and that can surely only get more pressing. We have a choice – 

do nothing or do something. And without wishing to be dramatic about it, I am not prepared to wait until 

Something Terrible Happens before I do anything, If you have a problem with that, fine – you can tell me 

later.  Alternatively, come to our next meeting and help make a difference.  

PS. Your opinion matters! Please go to the village website and complete the 
on-line survey there! It won’t take more than a few minutes.  
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I have a confession to 
make – this is not my 
favourite walk. My 
favourite is up and down 
the River Leach between 
Eastleach and 
Sheepbridge but when the 
time came to plot it out I 
was outvoted. Not that I really 
mind that much as this one is 
a belter.  

And another confession: it’s 
probably not called the 
Sherborne Loop anywhere 
other than our house but  with 
those details and 30 seconds , 
Google will tell you just about 
all you need to know on that 
front.  

I think of it as a free Westonbirt 
without admission, which 
means that I have £30 to 
spend on other things 
afterwards. You have trees, 
sculpture, ironwork bats, 
hidden letters, swings, seesaws 
and all that sort of stuff but 
most importantly you just have 
a smashing walk, so good it 
made the Guardian a couple 
of years ago. The most fun 

Local 
Walks: the 
Sherborne 
Loop 

thing about that was though 
the map described a 
clockwise route (and that’s 
what we do) the instructions – 
and therefore most of the 
walkers – went anti-clockwise. 
In hindsight, that is not that 
funny though it was 
moderately amusing to see 
lots of grockles walking 
towards us staring intently at 
week-old Sunday 

supplements. And I do wonder 
what it might be like doing it 
from the other direction, so to 
speak. In any event, you 
should do this walk; I am sure a 
lot of you have done but as for 

the rest, what are you waiting 
for? (See caveat at the end.) 

Details: the walk is 5.15km long 
and largely gentle, as you 
should see from the profile 
above. Not surprisingly (given 
we are in the blinking 
countryside) it can get muddy 
but we have never found it 
impassable. The terrain will 
take you from sylvan paths to 
fields to farm tracks and back 
again; there’s even a stretch 
along a road but it is seldom 
dull and never boring. I have 
lost track of the number of 
times we have done this walk 
and there is always something 
to catch the eye.  

Parking: you can park in 
Sherborne village by the shop 
or otherwise up at the Ewe Pen 
Buildings car park.  



 

  6 

Filkins & Boughton Poggs 
 

Issue 152, June 2016 
 

These instructions are for 
parking in Sherborne and 
going clockwise but feel free 
to improvise. From Sherborne, 
look for a hole in the wall and 
enter. I’m tempted to say 
keep going until you are back 
where you started but it is 
possibly a bit more 
complicated and fun than 
that. So, go through the gate 
and keep going: keep the Big 
House on your right and you 
can’t go far wrong. After half 
a kilometre or 5 mins you will 
see a large beetle carved into 
a tree. Yes, really. At this point 
you can cut into the woods or 
follow the path but be warned 
– if you cut into the woods you 
absolutely have to scramble 
along the branches of this 
wonderful beech tree. Once 
you have done that, pick up 
the path in more or less the 
same direction and you will 
soon come to some tarzan 

swings, see-saws, climbing logs 
and other really cool stuff. Or 
you can stay on the main path 
and not have fun – your call.  

Next obvious and official spot 
is a yew tree garlanded with a 
circular bench – a great stop 
for picnics. Thence it is up 
again, following the path 
through various gates and 
glades, always turning right 
when offered, then along 
some fields parallel to the A40, 
past what looks like an 
awesome football pitch and 
up to the Ewe Pen Buildings 
(really quite interesting.) Then 
it’s right and right down again, 
back towards the House and 
village. Re-entering the woods 
– and passing the shepherd – 
you are obliged to partake of 
the Sherborne Downhill. There 
is no winning or loosing, of 
course, unless no one falls over 
in which case everyone loses. 
And then you spill out into the 
road, which would be dreadful 
were not Sherborne so 
handsome but more 
importantly were it not for the 
Sherborne bridge, ford and 
weir arrangement which is 

stunning, albeit from a 
distance. Feel free to tut at 
any one crass enough to 
ignore the signs.  

I could go on but it is ably 
described on the NT 
website here 
(https://www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/lodge-park-and-
sherborne-
estate/trails/family-fun-
walk-at-sherborne-park-
estate) and that seems to 
where the Guardian went 
for its C&P job. I won’t 
bother adding to that other 
than to say that this walk 
does seem to have 
something for everyone: 
my kids love it, visitors love 
it, my parents have 
enjoyed it and even I am 
partial to it, though I am 
not a little cross that there is 
not a pub en route. But 
that’s really just an excuse 
to drop in somewhere else 
on the way back.  

Paul  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lodge-park-and-sherborne-estate/trails/family-fun-walk-at-sherborne-park-estate
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Serves 4 (depending on appetite!) | 

Preparation 30 minutes | Cooking 10 

minutes 

Conscious that many of my recipes over 
the past two years have had a savoury 
meat or fish bias, I am trying to ring the 
changes by offering more sweet/desert 
dishes as well as vegetarian options.  
Recently whilst thoroughly enjoying a neck 
and shoulder massage at the Village Hall 
by Charlotte McDonald, she suggested we 
should all try this lovely vegetable pie 
recipe … so here goes!  
 
Ingredients: 
30ml olive oil 
2 leeks, sliced 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
grated zest of 1 lemon 
2 courgettes, sliced 
4 ripe tomatoes 
150ml vegetable stock 
30ml sun-dried tomato paste 
150ml double cream 
2 tbsp. chopped, mixed fresh parsley and 
oregano 
Salt and pepper 
3-4 medium sized potatoes, peeled and 
chopped into chunks.  
Cheddar (optional) 
Method 
 
1. Heat oil in a large sauté pan and add 
leeks, garlic and lemon zest. Fry gently for 5 
minutes. 
2. Add courgettes and fry for a further 5 

Summer Vegetable Pie 
 

minutes, until softened. 
3. Meanwhile, make a small cut in the skin of 
each tomato and immerse them in a bowl 
of boiling water for 30 seconds. Remove and 
peel away skins, then dice the flesh. 
4. Add to the sauté pan with the stock, 
tomato paste and cream. Bring to the boil, 
cover and simmer gently for 20 minutes. 
5. While this is simmering, prepare the mash 
by boiling in water for 25-20 minutes until 
soft.  Drain water and leave potatoes to dry 
for a couple of minutes with the lid on pan.  
Add a splash of milk and knob of butter and 
mash until smooth.  Set aside until required 
with the lid on. 
6. Once the vegetables are cooked, add 
the chopped herbs and season with salt and 
pepper to taste. 
7. Place vegetable mixture into a shallow, 
ovenproof dish and cover with the mash 
potato, grating some cheddar on top if 
desired. 
8. Grill until golden and serve with  salad or 
other vegetable (or indeed with meat or 
fish!!!). 

Debbie 
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Despite the rain, the Champagne 
Afternoon Tea was a great success, The 
food and drink were excellent, 
everyone enjoyed themselves and a 
considerable sum of money was raised 
towards repair work on the equipment 
in the children’s playground in Filkins.  

In contrast it was on a lovely sunny 
morning at the end of April when a 
group of Gardening Club members 
visited Whichford Pottery. The Open 
Day was celebrating 40 years of pottery 
production and the Keelings opened 
their workshops to give us a fascinating 
opportunity to “meet the makers” and 
watch skilled potters at work. The Head 
gardener had produced beautiful 
planting both in the many pots and in 
the courtyard garden. 

Gardening Club members are now 
looking forward to early June when a 
group of Australian Gardeners, who are 
coming here to visit some of the great 
gardens of England, will look at some of 
our gardens. Also in June members will 
be visiting historic Coughton Court with 
its beautiful gardens and also the 
fascinating Broughton Castle, a fortified 
medieval moated manor house with a 
lovely Rose Garden.  

If you live in the village, you are very 
welcome to join our informal and 
friendly Gardening Club. For further 

information please talk to any current 
member – there are over 40 of us in the 
village - look on the Filkins website under 
Leisure or contact me on 01367 860282 or 
lucille68@btinternet.com 

Happy gardening, 

Lucille 
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Filkins & Broughton Poggs Produce Show 

Saturday 27th August 2016 

 

 
 

Advance warning to all growers, cooks and 
crafters – of our annual Produce Show  

Schedules will we hope be out in May, and 
available from the Village Shop, Post Office and 
Cotswold Woollen Weavers’ Coffee Shop - but a 
few new classes to aim at, although fruit and 
veg remain fairly static. 

Craft Classes include  

x An Apron (machine or hand stitched) 
x A handmade glove puppet 
x Poem:  subject of ‘Weather’ (and we 

have plenty of that to work from!) 
x Photograph subject:  ‘Doorways 

and Entrances’ 

The miscellaneous class this year is ‘A 
Decorated Wooden Spoon’ 

So off you go, dates in diaries please and 
we look forward to another bumper 
show.  

Jane Martin 

True to form, Filkins Folk certainly didn't let the 
weather dampen their enjoyment! 
Thank you to everyone who came to our 
Garden Party and made it such a success that it 
was, despite the weather. 
After all the fine weather we had had during the 
week, it could not have been any worse, as the 
afternoon progressed the worse the rain came 
down, but the champagne flowed (which 
certainly helped) along with the tea, 
sandwiches, cream scones and cake which all 
seemed to save the day. 
Every penny of the ticket money plus some 
generous donations helped us to raise a grand 
total of £675 which has now been given to the 

Parish Council for the playground fund. 
Theo and I would like to thank St Filica for their 
help and loan of equipment which was very 
much appreciated. 
Once again, thank You so much to everyone, 
we enjoyed the preparation and we are 
pleased that you all seemed to have enjoyed 
the afternoon. 

Theo and Elaine 

Editor’s Note: I’m sure I speak for all parents 

when I add my thanks to Theo and Elaine and 

all who supported this endeavour. It is great to 

see the playground coming back to life – it 

has been much missed! 

Grandmothers’ Garden Party: 
A thank you! 
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 Village Hall 

Coffee Morning  
 

Just a reminder that Coffee Morning this month is 
on Friday 10th June. 

 Look forward to seeing you all for a coffee and 
chat, oh and not forgetting the cake! 

Elaine 

Village Swap Shop 
An occasional feature for things you want shot 
of that could go to a good home. Please note 
that if you want money for it, other services are 

available!  

With the approach of summer, somebody with young 
children to keep interested may be interested in acquiring 
any of the following. All have given much pleasure in past 
years!  

TP Olympic Pool with slide: apologies for the rather 80’s 
photograph (taken off the label) but you should get the 
idea. The slide be positioned so that children slide safely 
into the pool or used separately.   There is no charge, just a 
contribution to St Filica. 

Also Child Trike, Child Bike  (rugged),  Child Seat to attach 
to an adult bike, Toddler's Sit-on Pedal Tractor, Four seats 
and table for toddlers. 
Can be inspected at Filkins Moor - just give Tony Woodford 
a call on 860319.  A small donation to St Filica for any item! 
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Day Morning Afternoon  
Monday 10-12 3-5 
Tuesday 10-12 3-5 

Wednesday Closed  3-5 
Thursday 10-12 3-5 

Friday  10-12 3-5 
Saturday 9-12 3-5 
Sunday Closed  3-5 

Day Morning Afternoon  
Monday 9-12.30 1-5 
Tuesday 8.30-12.30 Closed 

Wednesday Closed Closed 
Thursday 9-12.30 Closed 

Friday  Closed 1.30-4.30 

Church Services 
5th June 10.30am Parish Communion – Filkins       
12th June  6pm Evensong – Broughton Poggs 

   19th June  10.30am Family Communion – Filkins 

Village Matters 

Saturday 4th June Grey Bins 
Friday 10th June Green Bins 
Friday 17th June Grey Bins 
Friday 24th June Green Bins 

Food waste and recycling every week. 
 

Volunteers always needed! 

Please phone 860239 
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